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 Tom Vince is a member of the Rotary Interna-
tional where he is a Paul Harris fellow, Beta Phi Mu, 
Sons of Union Veterans, and is a past president of the 
Cuyahoga Valley Civil War Round Table. He has 
received honors from the National Society DAR for 
his promotion of public history and has been twice 
saluted by the City of Hudson, which declared “Tom 
Vince Day” (both in the 90’s). He is a member of the 
Abraham Lincoln Association, the Lincoln Memorial 
Association, and the Civil War Preservation Trust. 
 Last year he appeared in a Civil War-related docu-
mentary on PBS television entitled “A Trumpet at the 
Walls of Jericho: The Untold Story of Reverend Sam-
uel Harrison.” Harrison was an African-American 
clergyman, a Union army chaplain, and a civil rights 
activist. He was chaplain of the celebrated black regi-
ment, the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment, 
and an 1839 graduate of the Western Reserve Acad-
emy. 
 Tom regularly appears on his local cable station 
doing a “moment in Hudson” history segment, and in 
2004 was successful in getting a “Lincoln inaugural 
journey” historic marker for Hudson, Ohio, one of 
Lincoln’s stops on his journey to greatness. 

 Thomas L. Vince will be the speaker of this 
year’s April program of the Ohio Society of the War 
of 1812. His topic will be “Ohio rallies to support the 
War of 1812.” 

Thomas Vince headlines April meeting 
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 For the past ten years he has been Archivist and 
Historian at the Western Reserve Academy in Hud-
son, Ohio, one of the oldest boarding prep schools in 
the country, founded in 1826, and with a distin-
guished Civil War history including some graduates 
who became Union generals. 
 He is a member of the Military Order of the Loyal 
Legion (MOLLUS) and has been active in the Ohio 
Commandery of MOLLUS since 1994 when the Na-
tional Conference was held in Cleveland and where 
he was a featured speaker. He has hosted the Ohio 
Commandery twice for spring meetings and has been 
active on its program committee. 
 He holds degrees from three universities, a certifi-
cate from the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion’s Woodlawn program, and an archives manage-
ment certificate from the Taft School in Connecticut. 
 

Vince has been a stu-
dent of both Abraham 
Lincoln and John 
Brown for the past 35 
years. In the 1970’s he 
was instrumental in 
securing two important 
collections of John 
Brown documents and 
family materials for the 
Hudson Library and 
Historical Society in 
Hudson, Ohio, where 
he served as the execu-
tive director. Thomas L. Vince 



 

 

 To all compatriots and friends of the Ohio Society 
cordial good wishes for the New Year – may it be 
filled with success and happiness! 
 Our last meeting, on October 8, 2005, saw a lot of 
important decisions being made. With regret, the res-
ignation of Marshal Gerald Murphy was accepted. 
That position now needs to be filled. The President 
was instructed to invite two Compatriots to consider 
standing for election: Compatriot Kirby Bauman and 
Compatriot Jerry Allen Armentrout. By return mail, 
Kirby thanked us for the honor but respectfully de-
clined due to illness in his family. As of this writing, 
Compatriot Armentrout is still considering the nomi-
nation. Let me once more say in public our apprecia-
tion to Gerald Murphy for his conscientious and com-
petent service! 
 At the October meeting, two applications for 
membership were presented by Registrar-Genealogist 
Bradley A. Tilton and the Society unanimously 
elected and graciously welcomed Byron Moore and 
Larry George Webb into our fellowship. 
 A highpoint of our fall gathering was when Histo-
rian John H. Smith shared an excellent DVD on 
“The Terrible and the Brave; The Battle of New Or-
leans.” Compatriot Smith’s presentation was excel-
lent. I am saddened to report that since that meeting 
Compatriot Smith has suffered a stroke and was in St. 
Rita’s Hospital in Lima, Ohio, at Christmastime. His 
wife, Carla, shared their hope that they could have a 
50th anniversary wedding celebration on February 11, 
2006. Please keep Compatriot Smith, and his family, 
in your prayers and thoughts. 
 Also ill in our Society: Compatriot Joe Hutchins 
and his wife, Louine, both of whom have been under-
going medical tests; Compatriot Jason Moore, whose 
wife, Betty, shared the fact that he is facing the onset 
of Alzheimer’s; Compatriot James Robert Blum, 
who is recovering from surgery; and Amy More-

house, the mother of Compatriot Paul Morehouse, 
who, at this writing, is recovering. Please keep me, as 
Ohio’s Chaplain, informed of any pastoral needs in 
our society. 
 Compatriot Morehouse shared a video with clips 
from Canadian newscasts reporting the ceremonies at 
Deadman’s Island on US Memorial Day, 2005. Treas-
urer Morehouse also reported a healthy balance as of 
October 7. Paul indicated that while he would con-
tinue as Treasurer, he would like to be relieved of the 
position of Secretary. 

President’s Message                                                  By Rev. C. George Fry 

 The two positions are separable (though they have 
been combined for some time). We are thus in need 
of a new secretary. Having edited The Lake Erie 
Ledger for 16 years, Paul has tendered his resignation 
effective December 31, 2005. Vice President Eric E. 
Johnson kindly and promptly volunteered to assume 
the job of editor, an action that is much appreciated. 
He will co-edit an issue together with Paul in the 
spring. 
The Society also approved an Awards Program – 

not only a Distinguished Service Award but also a 
Meritorious Service Award. Possibly we can have our 
first recipients of these honors named and recognized 
at our April 8, 2006 meeting. We are still open for 
nominations. 
Important original publication continues. The So-

ciety voted unanimously to purchase the three rolls of 
microfilm on Internees at Dartmoor Prison, our own 
Scott Baker to transcribe the names into yet more of 
his useful Roster Books (Halifax is now available, see 
another article elsewhere in this issue). We are very 
fortunate to have such a talented researcher and com-
piler in our Society. 
 Our Society would also commend Compatriot 
Eric E. Johnson for his Index of Ohio’s Militia Ros-
ters War of 1812 (completed November 14, 2005). 
This is yet another valuable bit of research produced 
by a member of the Ohio Society. 
 Compatriot Bradley A. Tilton announced that our 
official Ohio Society Membership Certificate is now 
available. If interested, please contact the Registrar-
Genealogist. 
 Thanks to Compatriot Robert E. Grim who repre-
sented our Society on November 3, 2005, in Colum-
bus, for the ceremony inducting our nominee, Gover-
nor Joseph Vance, into the Ohio Veteran’s Hall of 
Fame. A lovely article and photo (of Bob together 
with Governor Robert Taft) appears in the current 
issue of The War Cry. Four of our nominations have 
been accepted into the Ohio Veteran’s Hall of Fame 
so far – Allen Trimble (2002), Duncan MacArthur 
(2003), Robert Lucas (2004) along with Vance. Wil-

liam Henry Harrison was inducted earlier in 1992. 
 Congratulations to Dr. Robert Bartholomew who 
was unanimously elected Vice President General for 
Ohio during the fall meeting. 
 

Continued on next page 
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President’s message continued 

 
 For the Ohio Society, 2005 was a productive and 
good year and we pray that 2006 will be felicitous as 
well. 
 As we anticipate our next meeting, on April 8, 
2006, at 12 noon at the Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, 
Ohio, we look forward to a number of exciting and 
vital activities: 1) a guest speaker details elsewhere in 
this issue; 2) Awards (send along any nominations 
you may wish to make); 3) distribution of the Revised 
Bylaws; 4) election of a Marshal, and, 5) election of a 
Secretary. 
 It is a privilege to serve as Chaplain and as Presi-
dent and I take considerable pride in our illustrious 
Society. Thanks to all for your sacrificial and compe-
tent labors to keep the legacy of 1812 alive and well, 
as a source of strength for our Republic in the 21st 
century. You prove that history is not simply an an-
chor, it is also a propeller! 
 On a personal note, Amy has returned from Singa-
pore, where she visited for 7 weeks, and, our son Ivan 
was married to a lovely bride, Angeline, in a beautiful 
ceremony held in a 5-star hotel, at which the former 
Singaporean ambassador to France (now a Protestant 
minister) officiated. Amy joins me in the hope that 
your holiday season was blessed and that your New 
Year will be prosperous! And, finally, on December 
10, Triune Hall, a seminary within the continuing An-
glican tradition, conferred upon me the honorary de-
gree of Doctor of Literature. For that I am grateful! 

A Swan Song of Sorts 
By E. Paul Morehouse 

  

I have been a member of the Ohio Society of the 
War of 1812 for nearly 17 years and during 16 of 
those years I have had the responsibility of producing 
The Lake Erie Ledger on a fairly regular basis. It has 
been a labor of love and frustration and, sometimes 
even, irritation. Over the years, countless members 
have heard me complaining about lack of cooperation 
from members with ideas for stories. That is a prob-
lem for anyone who ever attempts to produce a mean-
ingful newsletter/newspaper or magazine.  
Looking back over the years, I see some highs and 

some lows. The first issue was a single sheet of paper 
with only enough material to cover front and back. 
Other issues were crammed full of neat articles, many 
submitted by proud new members bragging on their 
1812 ancestor and telling us something about them-
selves. Sometimes we reprinted articles we found in 
other 1812 oriented publications. 
The format has changed a bit along the years, but 

the mission remains the same and hopefully always 
shall remain keeping the members informed of the 
activities of the Ohio Society and reminding each of 
us that we shall be a stronger, more meaningful or-
ganization if each and every one of us become more 
actively involved. One of the ways that you can do 
that is to plan to attend our three yearly meetings if 
you can. 
On three occasions in the past we have utilized 

color to emphasize the importance of an article or an 
event. The first instance was some time ago when 
then Ohio Society member Thomas S. Daniels sub-
mitted an excellent article about bounty land grants 
and sent along a color photograph of an official 
bounty land warrant. It would have lost much of its 
emphasis had the warrant been reproduced in just 
black ink on white paper. It cost approximately one 
dollar per page to include that color page, but it made 
the article exciting for the reader. Technology has 
come so far along, that in both recent cases when 
color was used; the images cost only thirty-nine cents 
per page. It is probably not needed to introduce color 
into every issue, but it does make an impression. 
Looking back, I firmly believe that The Lake Erie 

Ledger played a role in saving Deadman’s Island in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. We sent copies to 
friends  and  politicians  in  Canada  during  that  long  
 

Continued on page 303 
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Published three times a year by the 
Ohio Society of the War of 1812 
Eric E. Johnson, Editor, with E. Paul Morehouse 
377 Nantucket Drive 
Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
(440) 933-5434 
cen03214@centurytel.net 

 Beginning with this issue, the Lake Erie 
Ledger can be e-mailed to any compatriot in a 
PDF format instead of having the newsletter 
mailed as it have been in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-
mail, please contact the editor and the newslet-
ter will be e-mailed to you in the future. 



 

 

Book Reviews 
 
Chalmette: The Battle for New Orleans and How the British Nearly Stole the Louisiana Territory, by Charles 
Patton. Hickory Tales Publishing, LLC, Bowling Green, Kentucky, ISBN 0-9709104-0-1. 

Chalmette shows how the United States nearly lost the Louisiana Territory at the end of the War of 1812 and why the 
British were even at New Orleans. General Andrew Jackson maneuvered the British Army into a position where a rag tag 
militia could beat them. Chalmette is not just another book about the Battle of New Orleans, but maybe for the first time 
you will understand why the British were there. This book shows how the United States nearly lost the Louisiana territory at 
the end of the War of 1812. 

In the summer of 1814, England had finally conquered Napoleon and France. After twenty-one years of tremendous 
struggle against the European continent, England had become a highly efficient war machine. They were left standing, a 
superpower. They had been carrying out a war in Europe with only an occasional jab at the United States. Now they were 
turning their full attention on that irritating loose association of states across the Atlantic. The United States had almost no 
standing army; they had only the militia that each community maintained for protection against Indians. 

Most militia were a social club where men fired their weapons once a month. Therefore during the early part of the War 
of 1812 their performance was pretty dismal. The exception was in the western states (between the Appalachians and the 
Mississippi River) where the militia was a working military force in frequent combat with Indians. These community militia 
from Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana and a few from southern Ohio answered the call to join General Andrew 
Jackson to meet the British at New Orleans. Follow Jackson's militia as they maneuver a far superior British Army into a 
position where Jackson's men had a better than even chance of winning. They had to subdue the British allies (the Creek 
Indian Nation). 

And they had to stop any Spanish help at Pensacola and Mobile (the best invasion point) and lastly had to get them to 
land in a spot almost impossible to support. It was the bleakest point in the history of the United States. The whole East 
Coast had been blockaded, raided and burned at will. British Canada ruled the north and now the English were going to take 
New Orleans, control the Mississippi River and the Louisiana Territory. 

With the United States almost completely boxed in, with determination and luck, they pulled off a victory that electrified 
the United States and stunned Europe. 

Rev. C. George Fry 
 
 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During the War of 1812. Vol. I and II. 2005. Transcribed by Harri-
son Scott Baker II. Published by the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio. Heritage Books, Inc. 
Westminster, Maryland. ISBN 0-7884-3323-7; $63.00 for the set. 

The War of 1812, “America’s Second War for Independence,” is a little known war. It was not only fought on American 
soil and in America’s waters, it was fought around the world. This book will assist many genealogists in answering the 
question, “What happened to fourth or fifth great grandfather in the early part of the 1800s? He just disappeared.” Perhaps 
he was one of the 8,150 soldiers, sailors, marines, militiamen, merchantmen, or American landsmen held as prisoners of war 
by the British Empire between July 1812 to April 1815 in Halifax, Nova Scotia. All prisoners are listed in this book along 
with a separate list of the 195 who died there. Prisoners were brought here from other parts of Canada, Maine, the Chesa-
peake Bay and as far away as Bermuda. Only four of the prisoners were women. 
 The information in this book is compiled from microfilm copies made by the Public Record Office in London of the 
original roster books of the British Admiralty. Information given is usually 1. Current number, 2. By what ship or how 
taken, 3. Time when taken (day, month, year), 4. Place where taken, 5. Name of prize, 6. Whether man of war, privateer, or 
merchant vessel, 7.  Prisoners’ name, 8. Quality – army, navy, 9.Time when received into custody  (day, month, year), 10. 
From what ship or whence received, 11. Exchanged, discharged, died, or escaped, 12. Time when  (day, month, year), and 
13. Wither, and by what order, or number of re-entry. 
 American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During the War of 1812, Volume I contains surnames A-M and Volume II 
contains surnames. N-Z, as well as a numeric listing of prisoners, an alphabetical listing of captured ships and their crew in 
alphabetical order. The total number of  pages is 577. 
 Scott Baker has done a yeoman’s job of abstracting and organizing this important book. It will become a standard refer-
ence for those searching War of 1812 ancestors. 

Sunda Anderson Peters 
Past President, Ohio Society U.S. Daughters of 1812 
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Meetings Dates for 2006 
 

April 8, 2006—Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
 
July 8, 2006—OGS Library, Mansfield, OH 
 
October 14, 2006—Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 

 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

Officers of the Ohio Society of the War of 1812 
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Minutes of October 8, 2005, meeting 
  

President C. George Fry called the meeting of the 
Ohio Society of the War of 1812 to order at 12:15 pm 
on Saturday, October 8, 2005, in the big dining room 
of the Red Brick Tavern in Lafayette, Ohio. Guests 
Gloria Fast, Joan Stripe, Janet Mohr and Byron 
Mohr were introduced. Rev. Fry led the invocation 
followed by Dr. Bob Bartholomew leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  
Secretary-Treasurer E. Paul Morehouse read the 

minutes. Bob Grim moved and John Smith sec-
onded a motion to approve the minutes. Motion 
passed. 
President’s Report – Rev. Fry asked if there would 

be a publications report in the absence of Scott Baker 
and was assured that there would be one. 
Vice President’s Report – Eric Johnson said that 

he had redesigned the graves Registration form for 
Compatriot Grim. He further mentioned the awards 
project and stated that more complete discussion 
would occur during the old business portion of the 
meeting today. Eric concluded by informing the Soci-
ety that he had been elected to a full three year term 
as Vice President General for Publications at the Bal-
timore Triennial Meeting of the General Society. 
Chaplain’s Report – Rev. Fry told the Society that 

he had represented the Ohio Society at patriotic 
events in Findlay, Circleville, and Columbus since the 
last meeting and that he was re-elected Chaplain Gen-
eral at the Baltimore Triennial even though he was 
not able to attend. 
 Registrar-Genealogist Bradley A. Tilton said that 
he has taken all old applications to the Rutherford B. 
Hayes Presidential Library in Fremont where they 
have been placed on loan along with all previous 
Ohio Society applications.  Brad said that member 
John Brockway’s supplemental ancestor application 
still needs some additional information. Two new 
memberships were presented. Byron Erwin Mohr, 
an Army vet from the Korean War, a member of the 
Lincoln Highway Association, and a resident of Van 
Wert, Ohio, applied for membership based upon the 
military service of his ancestor Pvt. Thomas Reed, a 
member of Robert Gilmore’s Company. Acceptance 
moved by Bradley A. Tilton, seconded by Paul 
Morehouse. Motion passed and Mohr’s Ohio Society 
number is 155. 
 Larry George Webb, a cousin of Mohr’s, also a 
descendant of Pvt. Thomas Reed, was the second ap-
plicant. Motion to  accept by  Bradley A. Tilton,  and 

seconded by Paul Morehouse. Motion passed and 
Webb’s Ohio Society number is 156. Webb is also a 
Van Wert resident. 
Treasurer’s Report – Paul Morehouse read the 

treasurer’s report and it will stand for audit. He will 
continue to monitor interest rates and open a CD at 
Ohio Savings soon. 
Judge Advocate’s Report – no report due to ab-

sence. 
Marshal’s report – Dr. Bob Bartholomew re-

ported for Marshal Gerald Murphy that he is no 
longer able to function as Marshal or as a member of 
the Ohio Society and asks that his resignation from 
both be accepted. Bob Grim moved, seconded by 
Paul Morehouse that the Ohio Society of the War of 
1812 accepts the double resignation of Compatriot 
Gerald Murphy as Marshal and as a member of the 
Ohio Society with deepest regret and appreciation 
over his concern for the proper display of Ohio Soci-
ety flags and memorabilia. Motion passed unani-
mously. 
Surgeon General – Dr. Bob Bartholomew urged 

every member and guest present to get a flu shot this 
fall. Bob also informed us that he recently visited 
Bodine Cemetery in East Union, near Wooster and 
saw the graves of three War of 1812 veterans. 
Other Committees: 
Graves Registration - Bob Grim thanked Eric 

Johnson for the newly redesigned colorful graves 
registration form. A question was asked whether this 
form could be put on the Ohio Society web site.  
Publications - Scott Baker was absent but asked 

that the Ohio Society purchase three additional rolls 
of microfilm of Dartmoor Prison records of 1812 pris-
oners of war. Paul reported that he had talked with 
two representatives at Heritage Books and they had 
assured him that the Halifax book was ready to go to 
press. Bob Grim moved, seconded by Paul More-

house that the Ohio Society spend up to $400.00 to 
purchase the three rolls of microfilm requested by 
Scott Baker and that he be instructed to donate them 
in the Society’s name to the Ohio Genealogical Soci-
ety when finished working with them. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
Lake Erie Ledger - Paul Morehouse stated that he 

has been editor of The Lake Erie Ledger for 16 years 
and he wishes to resign after nearly 300 pages of ma-
terial. He is willing to do one more issue, perhaps an 
end of the year issue. 
 

Continued on next page 
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Historian – John Smith and his wife visited their 
daughter and son-in-law in New Orleans during the 
summer and visited many of the 1812 sites. He then 
showed a DVD entitled “The Battle of New Orleans.” 
Halifax Update – Paul Morehouse showed video 

tape footage of assorted Canadian television news-
casts of the Memorial Day ceremonies at Deadman’s 
Island in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Bob Grim moved, 
seconded by John Smith that the Ohio Society ex-
press its appreciation to Scott Baker and Paul More-

house for their stubborn pursuit of an appropriate 
monument to the dead American 1812 prisoners of 
war at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, because this 
international moment probably would not have hap-
pened without their untiring efforts. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
Triennial Reports - Bob Grim reported that he 

was impressed with the visit to the Smithsonian Insti-
tution where we were able to view the Fort McHenry 
Flag, the original Star Spangled Banner and see evi-
dence of the $18.6 million and seven years of restora-
tion work which ended on the morning of our visit. 
Eric Johnson said that he was impressed that two 
descendants of George Armistead were attending his 
first Triennial. Paul Morehouse reported that all 
Ohio Society nominees for General Society Offices 
were elected, plus one. Paul was elected Secretary 
General, George Fry was re-elected Chaplain Gen-
eral, Robert Grim was re-elected Registrar General, 
and in a surprise move, Bradley A. Tilton was 
elected Treasurer General. 
Old Business – Bradley A. Tilton announced that 

Ohio Society Membership certificates are finally 
available for members to purchase at a cost of $5.00 
which includes postage and handling. 
Distinguished Service awards – A committee com-

posed of Chairman Eric Johnson and members 
Bradley A. Tilton and Bob Grim presented the 
members with a page long set of guidelines and de-
scription of a Distinguished Service Award and a 
Meritorious Service Award. Following discussion, 
John Smith moved and Paul Morehouse seconded a 
motion to approve the document entitled “Society of 
the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio Awards Pro-
gram,” with one addition in item 3 Meritorious Ser-
vice Award “The nominee shall be awarded a Certifi-
cate and a Silver Star for his membership badge.” The 
underlined reflects the additional wording. Motion 
passed unanimously. Bob Bartholomew moved and 
Bob Grim seconded a motion to thank Eric and Brad 
for their work on this project. See next page for the 
information on the awards program. 

A question was raised whether this award needed 
to be reflected in the By Laws. A By Laws change 
was proposed today by Bob Grim and Eric Johnson. 
Motion passed. 
President Fry reminded the members of the up-

coming Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame induction cere-
mony for Ohio Governor Joseph Vance of Urbana, 
Ohio. Leader of an independent rifle company, the 
13th Governor of Ohio, a member of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the Ohio Senate 
and House, Vance will be inducted on Thursday, No-
vember 3rd, at 10 a. m. in the Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium in Columbus. 
New Business - President Fry asked for sugges-

tions on possible replacements for the Marshal. The 
names of Kirby Bauman and Jerry Armentrout 
were mentioned. The President will contact each to 
see if either compatriot is amenable to serving in this 
capacity. In the meantime, Eric Johnson will take the 
Marshal’s items home and bring them back to the 
April meeting. 
Election of a Vice President General for the State 

of Ohio - Since the Ohio Society Vice President is 
currently serving as Vice President General for Publi-
cations, Eric suggested that we elect another member 
to the VP General Ohio post. Dr. Bob Bartholomew 
was asked if he would be willing to serve and he 
agreed. Bob Grim moved and Brad Tilton seconded 
the motion to elect Dr. Bartholomew to this position. 
The motion was passed unanimously. 
Editor Paul Morehouse mentioned that a new 

editor needed to be appointed for The Lake Erie 
Ledger. Eric Johnson agreed to take over the editor-
ship. Bob Grim moved, seconded by Dr. Bob Bar-
tholomew that the Ohio Society accept Paul’s resig-
nation with deep regrets and utmost appreciation for 
his lengthy service as editor and that Eric Johnson be 
appointed to serve as the new editor. The motion 
passed. 
In conclusion, Bradley A. Tilton reminded the 

members present that Thomas Vince, a teacher and 
archivist at Western Reserve Academy in Hudson, 
Ohio, will present the program at our April 8, 2006 
meeting. Paul Morehouse mentioned that the US 
Daughters 1812 Ohio Society family group sheets 
book is finally going to be printed. 
President George Fry led us in the benediction 

and the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 pm. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

E. Paul Morehouse 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
Awards Program 

 

The Awards Committee of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio shall administer the Awards Pro-
gram for the Society. 

There shall be two awards available to deserving Society members of good standing: the Distinguished Service 
Award and the Meritorious Service Award. The Meritorious Service Award may also be given to non-
members. 

The Awards Committee shall consist of the Vice President as chairman and two volunteers who shall be ap-
pointed by the President of the Society before or during last regular Society meeting of the calendar year. 

The Awards Committee shall accept only nominations in writing from Society members who are in good stand-
ing. 

The nominations shall be addressed to the Chairman of the Awards Committee and shall contain the name of the 
nominee, the name of the award, a brief description of the contributions and/or achievements of the nomi-
nee, and any supporting documents or letters. 

The cut off date for each award shall be the first day of January of each year. 
The Awards Committee shall determine if nominees are qualified for each award. 
The Awards Committee shall meet in person, by mail, or by e-mail to determine which nominees will be recom-

mended for each award. 
The Chairman of the Awards Committee shall present the list of nominees (if any) and its recommendations to 

the President and the elected officers of the Society at least 30 days before the Annual Meeting of the Soci-
ety each year. 

The President of the Society and the elected officers shall meet in person, by mail, or by e-mail to approve or 
disapprove the Award Committee’s recommendation for each award. 

The President of the Society shall announce and present the awards (if any) during the Annual Meeting of the 
Society of each year. 

 

Distinguished Service Award 

The Distinguished Service Award shall be given to a Society member in good standing who has served the 
Ohio Society in an outstanding manner, which has resulted in positive recognition for the Ohio Society and fur-
thered the goals of the General Society of the War of 1812. 
A nominee may have been an elected officer on either the state or national level; a state committee chairman or 
state committee member; a volunteer supporting the ROTC Awards Program, grave marking ceremonies, or 
monument dedications; a volunteer speaker at public events on subjects related to the War of 1812; or an author 
of books or articles related to the War of 1812. 
 
1.  The nominee must have been a member of the Ohio Society in good standing for at least 10 consecutive years. 
2.  The nominee must be unanimously approved by all of the elected officers of the Society. 
3.  The nominee shall be awarded a Certificate and a Gold Star for his membership badge. 
4.  There shall be no more than one award given in a three-year period. 

 

Meritorious Service Award 

 The Meritorious Service Award shall be given to a Society member, a member of the National Society of the 
United States Daughters of 1812, or a non-member (either male or female) who has brought positive recognition 
to the Ohio Society and who has furthered the goals of the General Society of the War of 1812. 
 
1. The award may be given to a member or non-member. 
2. The nominee must be unanimously approved by all of the elected officers of the Society. 
3. The nominee (non-member) shall be awarded a Certificate. 
4. The nominee (member) shall be awarded a Certificate and a Silver Star for his membership badge. 
5. There shall be no more than one award given in a one-year period for a member. 
6. There shall be no more than one award given in a one-year period for a non-member. 
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Minutes of the July 9, 2005, meeting 
  
The meeting of the Ohio Society of the War of 

1812 was called to order promptly at 12 noon by 
President C. George Fry at the Red Brick Tavern in 
Lafayette, Ohio. Rev. Fry introduced guests: Amy 
Fry, Carolyn Bauman and Robert Reber. Dr. Bob 
Bartholomew led the members in the invocation and 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Secretary-Treasurer Paul Morehouse read the 

minutes of the April 2, 2005 meeting and they were 
approved as amended. Motion to approve the minutes 
as amended by John Smith, seconded by Gerald 
Murphy. Motion passed. 
President’s Report - Rev. Fry asked us to refer to 

the printed message in The Lake Erie Ledger.  
 Vice President’s Report - Eric Johnson reminded 
members that the Society had a successful table at the 
Ohio Genealogical Society conference in Akron. He 
mentioned a Fort Meigs 1812 re-enactment, and re-
ported that he stood in for President Fry as keynote 
speaker at the dedication of the 1812 memorial stone 
on the Trail of Memories at Ohio Western Reserve 
Veterans Cemetery in Rittman, Ohio. He also an-
nounced that he has recently been asked to become 
co-editor of the Journal of the War of 1812. 
 Secretary-Treasurer Paul Morehouse gave a 
Treasurer’s report. It will stand for audit. Following 
discussion of the society opening a CD, Gerald Mur-
phy moved and Bill Huber seconded a motion to per-
mit the Treasurer to open a CD with between $1,000 
to $1,500 at Ohio Savings Bank. This would be a 
FDIC insured account. Motion passed. 
Registrar-Genealogist Bradley A. Tilton pre-

sented the applications of two new prospective mem-
bers. Kevin James Curtis of North Olmsted, Ohio, is 
a prison guard and also a member of the SAR and 
SUV. Curtis is a descendant of Simon Sutherland, a 
private in Captain Hines Company of the Connecticut 
Militia. Brad Tilton moved acceptance of this appli-
cation, seconded by Paul Morehouse. Motion passed 
unanimously. His Ohio Society number is 153. Wil-
ford Earl Barr from Maine, a direct male descendant 
of Amos Barr, a sergeant in Captain Hugh Craigh-
ton’s Company, Ohio Militia. Wilford is a retired 
pharmacist, a graduate of the Purdue University 
School of Pharmacy, a Navy veteran who served in 
1945 and 1946. He is also in the SAR. George Fry 
moved acceptance, Brad Tilton seconded and the 
application was unanimously approved. Barr’s Ohio 
Society number is 154. 
Chaplain’s Report - Rev. Fry reported that he and 

his wife Amy represented the Ohio Society at several 
events in Singapore when they  were  there  earlier  in 

the year. On the Fourth of July, he represented the 
Ohio Society at a ceremony at Arbor Grove in Jack-
son, Michigan. He also welcomed Kirby Bauman 
and Gerald Murphy back into the fellowship of  the  
Society following the serious illnesses suffered by 
each man. 
Judge Advocate’s Report - Attorney Bill Huber 

had nothing to report at this time. 
Marshals report - Gerald Murphy reported that 

he had purchased 2 proper flag bags and one finial 
(the Navy halberd) and that he was donating these to 
the Society. He indicated that he had taken both flags 
to the recent grave rededication ceremony in the New 
Reading cemetery. 
Surgeon General’s Report - Dr. Bob Bartholo-

mew reported that the Ohio Society should be aware 
that member Gerald Murphy regularly donates 
books and magazines to the Ohio Veterans Home in 
Sandusky. The good doctor reminded us that we 
should check to see when and whether some of the 
shots we had as children needed to be updated. 
Graves Registration Report - Robert Grim re-

minded us that he is still accepting grave registra-
tions. Info Tech Report - No report due to the absence 
of Scott Baker. 
Publications Report - Paul Morehouse gave an 

update on the status of the Halifax Book, and in-
formed the Society that Scott Baker already has at 
least one more book of prisoners of war transcribed. 
Bob Grim moved and Eric Johnson seconded a mo-
tion that the Society issue Scott Baker an heartfelt 
expression of appreciation for his efforts in this pro-
ject. Motion passed unanimously. 
 At this point the waitress appeared with the meals. 
So we took much needed nourishment. About forty 
minutes later, Paul Morehouse made an attempt to 
show the video that he brought back from Canada 
with the Halifax news coverage. Nothing that we 
could do would enable the tape to be played. Eric 
Johnson made a motion to thank Paul for his efforts 
to see that the Halifax prisoners of war were properly 
honored, seconded by John Smith. The motion 
passed. 

Brad Tilton reminded the Society of the cere-
mony at the Ohio Western Reserve Veterans National 
Cemetery in Rittman recently. Bob Grim moved and 
Bill Huber seconded a motion to commend Brad 
Tilton, Jerry Murphy, Eric Johnson and Paul 
Morehouse for their roles in the ceremony. Brad also 
reminded the members that Bob Grim has recently 
become Governor General of the Sons of Colonial 
New England. John Smith told the group that he rep-
resented the Society at the Elks Flag Day ceremony in 

Continued next page 
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July meeting minutes continued 
 
Lima, Ohio. Brad also reminded the Society that he 
has nominated Governor Joseph Vance for induction 
into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame in November. 
 Old Business – Brad Tilton discussed two types 
of Ohio Society certificates. The first certificate is a 
State Membership certificate, while the other two are 
a Distinguished Service Certificate and a Meritorious 
Service Certificate (which would be the less restric-
tive of the two) (member versus non-member). Bob 
Grim moved and John Smith seconded a motion to 
create the two awards and to refer the entire project 
back to Eric Johnson and Brad Tilton so that they 
can develop criteria and guidelines for each award. 
Motion passed unanimously. Bob Grim moved and 
Paul Morehouse seconded a motion to accept the 
Ohio Society membership certificate as presented. 
Motion passed. After some discussion on the cost of 
the certificate, Bob Grim moved and John Smith 
seconded a motion to establish a fee of $5.00 plus 
postage and handling, and to assign the responsibility 
of providing said certificates to the Registrar-
Genealogist. Motion passed. 
President Fry announced that John H. Smith has 

agreed to serve as Historian. Paul Morehouse moved 
and Bill Huber seconded a motion to name John H. 
Smith to fill the remainder of the term as Historian. 
Motion passed. The President reminded us of the next 
three meeting dates – October 8, 2005, April 8, 2006, 
and July 8, 2006. 

Brad Tilton suggested that the Society consider 
the length of time that it took to process the two new-
est members’ application and grant them paid dues 
status through the year 2006. Brad Tilton moved and 
Patrick Mullins seconded a motion to that effect. 
The motion passed. 
 New Business—Eric Johnson passed out some 
information on the Baltimore Triennial. Brad Tilton 
moved and Gerald Murphy seconded a motion di-
recting Ohio Society attendees at the Triennial to at-
tempt to obtain a clarification of the Copyright on the 
Application Disc and when and how the position of 
Webmaster-General was created. Motion passed. 

Bob Grim asked the Society for permission to use 
the Ohio Society medallion on a shirt and a cap for 
his personal use. Gerald Murphy moved, Bob Bar-
tholomew seconded, a motion to permit that use. Mo-
tion passed. Gerald Murphy then distributed some 
materials on proper display of the American flag. 
Following discussion of the cost for Paul More-

house to go to Halifax as the only representative of 
either the  Ohio  Society or the General Society of the  

War of 1812, Patrick Mullins made a motion, sec-
onded by Bob Grim, to reimburse Paul $879.00 to 
cover his travel and lodging costs. Motion passed. 
Bob Grim moved, seconded by Bob Bartholomew 
to ask the General Society to reimburse part or all of 
that cost to the Ohio Society. Motion passed. 
President Fry asked Bob Bartholomew to lead the 

Society in the benediction. A motion to adjourn was 
made by Gerald Murphy, seconded by John Smith, 
at 2:45 pm. Motion passed. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
E. Paul Morehouse, Secretary-Treasurer 

Swan song continued 
 

drawn-out skirmish to prevent the desecration of that 
long-neglected burial site of so many American dead 
prisoners of war from the War of 1812. This newspa-
per was the first place that the names of the Dead-
man’s Island dead were enumerated in print for re-
searchers to utilize. We have attracted some new 
members because the publication is sent to a number 
of major libraries in Ohio and around the nation. 
 Looking forward, I will be able to inwardly smile 

when the new editor asks our members for story 
ideas. As you have read elsewhere in this issue, Vice 
President Eric E. Johnson has agreed to take over 
from me and I am confident the The Lake Erie Ledger 
is in good hands. Eric has already produced three out-
standing issues of the General Society of the War of 
1812 The War Cry, and has submitted several well-
written historical articles for us on a number of 1812 
related topics. He has some exciting ideas for the pa-
per. You can expect changes. Change is good. Help 
Eric with story ideas and suggestions. 
Do not get the idea that I am retiring from the 

Ohio Society rather it’s more like I am just stepping 
back to re-charge my batteries for the other tasks 
which lie ahead. My new position as Secretary Gen-
eral of the General Society is taking more of my time 
than I had anticipated. At the end of April, I expect to 
become President of the Ohio Genealogical Society, 
located in Mansfield, Ohio, and will immediately 
confront the task of attempting to raise approximately 
$2 million so that OGS can begin construction of a 
new Library in Bellville, Ohio, (just south of Mans-
field), in time to celebrate OGS’ golden anniversary 
in 2009 in a new, state of the art, temperature and hu-
midity controlled facility which was designed to be a 
genealogical library and archives center. Any ideas on 
how I might find the needed $2 million? 
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Fort Washington—1806-1814 and Beyond       By Raleigh Sutton 

 
Realizing that the Capital was vulnerable to an 

attack from the Potomac River, Fort Washington was 
built in 1809 as a first line of defense. In 1814, to pre-
vent its capture by the British, the fort was destroyed 
by its garrison which then retreated to a more strate-
gic position. The British sailed up the Potomac River 
and put the city to the torch burning most of the city 
to the ground. 

In 1886, a completely new defense perimeter was 
authorized that contained concrete emplacements and 
steel rifled guns. The work began in 1891 and in 
1892, ground was broken for Battery “B,” later called 
Battery “Decatur” with the guns finally being 
mounted in 1906. Soon, seven more concrete batteries 
were installed at Fort Washington. Four more were 
installed by Fort Hunt which completed the Potomac 
Defense Command. 
Before World War I, Fort Washington was 

“demoted” to harbor defense status, and the largest 
guns were removed. During this war, the fort was 
used as a staging area for troops being sent to France. 
The 8th Provisional Artillery Battalion was organized 
there and sent to France as the 53rd Railroad Artillery 
Regiment. After the war, the 3rd Battalion, 12th Infan-
try Regiment garrisoned the fort and it became the 
ceremonial unit for the Military District of Washing-
ton. 
In 1939, the post was again abandoned and turned 

over to the Director of Public Buildings for use as a 
terminal point for a bridge across the Potomac River. 
Before the transfer could be made, the United States 
entered World War II, and Fort Washington was re-
turned to Army jurisdiction, where it became the 
home of the Adjutant General’s School. 
After the war, the fort was occupied by the Veter-

ans Administration’s post hospital while several other 
agencies occupied other buildings. In 1946, the fort 
was turned over to the Department of the Interior. 
Between 1954 and 1957, I (as a teenager) spent 

many hours hiking around the old fort with my 
friends. At that time, there was only a single anti-
aircraft gun present which had numerous coats of 
beige paint on it. My friends and I found and took 
home many old bullets from mini balls to more mod-
ern cartridges in addition to several 2 to 3 inch can-
non balls. Buttons were numerous. 
The old fort overlooks the Potomac River from 

some bluffs. At the time, the fort was not part of the 
park system and was surrounded by heavy sloping 
woods. I no longer have any souvenirs from Fort 
Washington as it has been more than 50 years since I 
was there. 
 

Reprinted from the 1812 Messenger 

Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Illinois 

by permission of the author 

A few days after the fort was abandoned, Major 
Pierre Enfant was ordered to construct new defenses 
from the rubble. Shortly thereafter, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Walter K. Armistead was assigned to complete 
the fortification. Still knowing that Washington, D.C., 
needed to be protected, a new fort was built in Octo-
ber 1824 on the ruins of the old. 
In 1840 the fort was remodeled and re-enforced. In 

1846 the first guns were installed. At this time, Fort 
Washington was the only defense the Capital pos-
sessed until the Civil War (except for some guns at 
the Washington Arsenal). Also in 1846, the fort was 
manned by units from the First, Third and Fourth U.S. 
Artillery Regiments. 
During the Civil War, Fort Washington, Rogers 

Battery, and Fort Foote were the only seacoast de-
fenses later to be augmented by a dozen landward 
forts that surrounded the city. The three coastal forts 
were armed with large Rodmen and Parrott rifled can-
nons. The First and Fourth Artillery Regiment and 
many other state militia units passed through Fort 
Washington during the Civil War. 
In 1872, the garrison was reassigned and addi-

tional property was purchased to increase the size of 
the old fort. The money for the improvements was 
reclaimed, and the fort was abandoned until 1892. 

Fort Washington today 
Picture from the National Park Service 
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Ohio governors who served in the War of 1812 
 

 Eight Ohio governors participated in the War of 1812 either in the Ohio militia or in the U.S. Army. Samuel 

Huntington, who was the third governor between 1808 and 1810, was the 8th Military District Paymaster for the 
United States Army. Fort Huntington in Cleveland was named in his honor. 
 Return Jonathan Meigs, Junior, was the fourth governor of Ohio from 1810 to 1814 and as such, he was 
the commander of the Ohio militia during most of the war. He received an appointment as the Postmaster Gen-
eral of the United States in 1814 so the fifth governor, Othniel Looker, assumed the duties of the militia com-
mander for the rest of the war. Fort Meigs was named in honor of Governor Meigs. 
 Allen Trimble was the governor of Ohio twice. He served as the eighth governor in 1822 and as the tenth 
governor between 1826 and 1830. He was a colonel in the Ohio militia during the war. 
 The eleventh governor was Duncan McArthur who served between 1830 and 1832. He was a major general 
in the Ohio militia and he was commissioned a brigadier general in the U.S. Army. He became the commander 
of the Army of the Northwest after Major General William Henry Harrison resigned his commission. Fort 
McArthur was named for Duncan McArthur. 
 Robert Lucas was a brigadier general in the Ohio militia and he was elected as the twelfth governor of Ohio. 
He served from 1832 until 1836. Joseph Vance was a captain in the militia and he served as the thirteenth gov-
ernor between 1836 and 1838. The eighteenth governor, Mordecai Bartley, was the governor from 1844 until 
1846. He was a captain and an adjutant in the Ohio militia. 

Eric E. Johnson 

 

History’s Notes . . . 


