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Ohio Society to host research day 
 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of 
Ohio will host its summer meeting and a day of 
research on 8 July 2006 at the Ohio Genealogical 
Society Library in Mansfield, Ohio. 
 This day-long event is open to all members and 
non-members alike and it is designed to provide an 
opportunity to assist others in the research of their 
War of 1812 veterans. 

 The officers of this Society wish to extend an 
invitation to all who are interesting in researching 
their ancestors from this war and we encourage our 
members to invite their friends. 
 This is a golden opportunity to have potential 
new members attend where they can receive help 
with their applications and their lineage. 
 The library is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
meeting will begin at noon and it is asked that 
those attending the meeting please be at the library 
by 11 a.m. so that orders can be taken for box 
lunches. These lunches will be served during the 
meeting. 
 This is also a good opportunity to do some per-
sonal research on one of your stubborn lines. 
 

Directions 
 
Take I-71 to Mansfield to Exit 169 
Take State Route 13 north towards Mansfield 
Exit on to the East Cook Road and turn left 
At the first light, turn right onto South Main Street 
Travel a short distance on South Main Street 
 
 Once off State Route 13 the OGS has signs 
clearly marking the route to the library. 
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 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any 
compatriot in a PDF format instead of having the 
newsletter mailed as it have been in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-mail, 
please contact the editor and the newsletter will be 
e-mailed to you in the future. 

Book Review 
 
Ohio War of 1812 Soldiers’ Family Groups. Edited by 
Sunda Anderson Peters and Kay Ballantyne Hudson, 
with introduction by project creator, Tacy Arledge 
Lewis, Ohio Society United States Daughters of 1812. 
Softcover, 366 pages. Available for $25.00 donation to 
the Ohio Society U.S. Daughters of 1812, from Betty 
Graybill, 3835 21st St., NW, Canton, OH 44708. 
 
 This volume is a 20-year labor of love by many 
Ohio Society members, dedicated to Phyllis Brown De-
laney. Originally planned to be a collection of family 
group sheets on each veteran, the editors wisely close to 
extract the genealogical data from those forms and con-
densed that into paragraph form in the interest of keep-
ing the project manageable. 
 Nearly 1,250 soldiers representing 8,157 families 
and just under 19,000 individuals are included in this 
work. The editors attempted to verify the service re-
cords of these veterans when it was not included with 
the original submission. There is a 92-page every name 
index making this a user friendly source of data on an 
often ignored American war. 
 

E. Paul Morehouse 

 Members and friends of the Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio are reminded of a different 
place and format for our summer meeting. The date is 
July 8, 2006, and the place is the Ohio Genealogical 
Society (OGS) in Mansfield, Ohio. 
 The OGS is located just off Interstate 71 (at exit 
169) on State Route 13. See page one for directions. 
The OGS telephone is 419-756-7294. Thanks to Com-
patriot Paul Morehouse for securing these facilities. The 
day will be spent in research. 
 The OGS is open from 9 to 5 on Saturday. Members 
attending only the business meeting should arrive at 
11:00 a.m. (this is an hour earlier than usual) and they 
will be able to order a box lunch, which will be served 
around 12:30. 
 A full report on the activities of the day can be 
found elsewhere in this issue of the Lake Erie Ledger. 
Those wishing to do research on their own families will 
find much material and those wishing to help applicants 
do research will find much appreciation! 
 Our autumn meeting will once more be held at the 
Red Brick Tavern in Lafayette, Ohio, and the time will 
revert to high noon, starting with dinner (from the 
menu, and served at the tables). There will be some vi-
tal business to transact. 
 We remain in need of volunteers or nominations for 
the offices of (1) Marshall and (2) Secretary. 
 Compatriot Scott Baker is busy at work on further 
muster rolls. What a blessing to have such a prodigious 
scholar in our Society! 
 On Saturday, April 8, 2006, an excellent meeting 
was held of the Ohio Society at the Red Brick Tavern. 
There was a very fine presentation by Mr. Thomas L. 
Vince, Archivist and Historian at the Western Reserve 
Academy in Hudson, Ohio. Two prospective members 
were present. Excellent officer reports were presented. 
The meeting began promptly at 12 noon and ended at 
3:40 p.m. 
 As our guest, Mr. Vince, pointed out, we in the Ohio 
Society can be justly proud of our publications record. 
It was voted (unanimously) that Ohio members can buy 
Scott Baker’s work on Halifax (2 volumes) from the 
Treasurer for the price of $44.00 as opposed to $63.00 
from the publisher. This is a $19.00 savings. 
 Since the Bicentennial of the War of 1812 is ap-
proaching in 2012-1015, a committee composed ini-
tially of Eric Johnson and Bob Bartholomew was ap-
pointed to look into appropriate activities for our Soci-
ety during this memorial time. Suggested initial steps 
were an appropriate Ohio Historical Society marker at 
Hudson, on the soccer field, of the Western Reserve 
Academy. 

 The Ohio militia encamped at this site during the 
war. Another marker may be appropriate for a British 
veteran of the war and a long-time Ohio resident, Mr. 
Chapman, who is buried near Hudson. 
 Thanks to Dr. Bob Bartholomew for volunteering to 
man the OGS table in Toledo, April 27-29, 2006, dur-
ing that society's annual convention. 
 The Ohio Society is to be commended for voting an 
initial gift of $250.00 to Mr. Jordan Hensley, who is 
working on his Eagle Scout award by raising funds for 
a marker at Fort Amanda. The total cost of this monu-
ment will be $3,500. 
 Again, thank you, to our excellent officers for all of 
their assistance, and with the expectation that we will 
see not only familiar but some new faces at our July 
meeting. 
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Compatriot Michael Trowbridge passes away 

Compatriot Michael L. 
Trowbridge, 52, of 
Gallipolis, Ohio, died 
Thursday, 18 May 
2006, at his residence. 
He was born on 7 June 
1953 in Gallipolis. 
 He was a member 
of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, 
the Society of the War 
of 1812 in the State of 
Ohio, a life member of 
both the Gallia County 
Historical and the Gal-
lia County Genealogi-
cal Society, OGS 
Chapter. He was also a 
member of the Civil 
War Families of Gallia 
County, a life   mem-
ber   of   the  Sons 

 To honor Michael's life, I plan to donate to, and to 
ask the Ohio Society to create a fund to purchase books 
in Michael's name for placement in the Ohio Genealogi-
cal Society Library in Mansfield, Ohio. 
 May our dear friend rest in peace! 
 
Henny Evans, President of the Gallia County Genea-
logical Society, OGS Chapter, wrote: 
 Everyone, it is with a great deal of sadness that I 
write to tell you that Michael Trowbridge, a Charter  
and life member of the Gallia County Genealogical So-
ciety, OGS Chapter, and author of about half a dozen 
publications died early this morning.  Mike was well-
known for his research efforts and his special love of 
the Civil War.  He was a re-enactor and past com-
mander of a post and currently involved in the local 
Cadot/Blessing Camp of the Sons of Union Veterans.   

Michael Trowbridge 

of Union Veterans of the Civil War and the Sons of 
Veteran Reserve of that group. 
 He is survived by his mother, Vivienne Trowbridge 
of Gallipolis. 
 
Paul Morehouse eulogized Trowbridge: 
 Michael was the quintessential genealogist. His 
books will live forever. Countless future genealogists 
will find their ancestors in the records Michael so lov-
ingly transcribed. 
 As his successor in the office of Secretary, I feel a 
very personal connection to Michael. On behalf of the 
Ohio Society of the War of 1812, I extend a sincere ex-
pression of sympathy to his mother and the other mem-
bers of both his immediate and extended family. 

 Compatriot Joseph R. Hutchins of McConnelsville, 
Ohio, died on Friday, 19 May 2006. He was born on 12 
July 1918 in Morgan County. He was working with the 
U.S. Border Patrol in 1942 when he joined the Navy 
during World War II serving aboard submarines in the 
Pacific Theatre. 
 Joseph remained in the Navy until 1964 when he 
transferred to the Fleet Reserve from which he retired in 
1972. As a civilian he worked in the U.S. Department 
of State’s Foreign Service, retiring in 1975. 
 Besides being a member of the General Society of 
the War of 1812, he was life member of both the Ohio 
Genealogical Society and the Morgan County Historical 
Society. 
 Joseph is survived by his wife of 60 years, Louine 
Willey Hutchins, a son, Lloyd Joseph Hutchins of 
Groton, Connecticut, and three grandsons. 

Compatriot Joseph Hutchins, 
Navy veteran, dies 

The Awards Committee 
 

 The Awards Committee is accepting nomina-
tions for the Distinguished Service Awards and the 
Meritorious Service Awards for outstanding mem-
bers. 
 Nominations can be given to Brad Tilton, Bob 
Grim or Eric Johnson. See the article in the April 
2006 issue for details. 
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 One of the obscured and forgotten military outposts 
of the War of 1812 in northern Ohio was Camp Avery. 
This wooden stockade was situated above what is now 
Milan in Erie County just north of the Ohio Turnpike 
along the eastern bank of the Huron River. 
 Between September 1812 and February 1813 this 
fort defended the Western Reserve from Indian attacks 
and against a possible British invasion of northern 
Ohio. The fort was replaced by Fort Meigs and Fort 
Stephenson after the U.S. Army took control of north-
ern Ohio in early 1813. This facility was also called 
Camp Huron and Camp Perkins. 
 When word reached Major General William 
Wadsworth, commander of the 4th Ohio militia division 
in the northeastern part of the state on August 22, 1812, 
that Brigadier General William Hull had surrendered 
his American army at Detroit without a fight, General 
Wadsworth activated two provisional brigades; one un-
der Brigadier General Simon Perkins and the other un-
der Brigadier General Reasin Beall. 
 General Perkins was ordered to take half his men to 
the Huron River to set up defenses against any invasion 
while the rest of the men in his brigade remained at 
Cleveland to defend this village. General Beall took his 
brigade to Wooster in Wayne County to set up defenses 
and from there he took his brigade to Mansfield in 
Richland County. 
 General Perkins had his men built Fort Huron three 
miles east of the Huron River along the lake shore. Re-
alizing that the fort was undefendable from both the 
lake and the land, he ordered the fort abandoned and the 
brigade moved ten miles up the Huron River where they 
built a second fort. Fort Huron had been dubbed “Fort 
Nonsense” by the men in his brigade. 
 The new fort was built in Avery Township, which 
would later become Milan Township. Most of the citi-
zens had fled east towards Cleveland once word was 
received that Detroit had fallen to the enemy. Avery 
Township had approximately 275 inhabitants. 
 Camp Avery became the headquarters of the 4th Di-
vision in the western area of the Western Reserve. It 
was probably a wooden stockade with one least one 
blockhouse. During September and October 1812 there 
were approximately 500 militiamen stationed at this 
facility and nearly half of men were sick during this 
time. 
 In October the brigade under General Beall was or-
dered to Camp Avery were Brigadier General William 
Henry Harrison combined the two provisional brigades 
and federalized them. General Perkins was appointed 
the commander of this new brigade  and  General  Beall 

and half of the men were released from duty and sent 
home. 
 General Perkins and his new brigade were ordered to 
improve the road between Camp Avery and Fort Meigs. 
The section of the road between Fort Meigs and Camp 
Avery crossed the Great Black Swamp in northwestern 
Ohio. The brigade spent its remaining days at Fort 
Meigs until released from duty in late February 1813. 
 It is doubtful that Camp Avery was occupied after 
the winter of 1812-1813. Fort Stephenson became the 
principal army post for north central Ohio area. Camp 
Avery was probably used as an overnight rest area for 
both the army and the militia on the military road be-
tween Cleveland and Fort Meigs for the rest of the war. 
 In 1930 the Martha Pitkin Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution dedicated a monument to 
the memory of Camp Avery. 
 On the monument is written: 
 
Camp Avery – One-fourth mile southwest from this 
site on the brow of the hill overlooking the eastern 
band of the Huron River, General Simon Perkins, 
commanding the Ohio militia, built the fortifications 
and blockhouse of Camp Avery for the protection 
of early settlers from the British and Indians. 
 
 Beside the monument are two smaller stones dedi-
cated to Gideon Braley and David Barrett. Braley was a 
Revolutionary soldier who served in the 12th regiment 
from Massachusetts while David Barrett was the cap-
tain of the Huron Rangers, the first military company 
formed in the Firelands, now Erie and Huron Counties. 
 
— Dr. Robert Bartholomew and Eric Johnson 

Camp Avery: a forgotten outpost in northern Ohio 

The DAR’s monument to Camp Avery, Milan, Ohio 



 

 

Fort Necessity: William Hull Memorial Park:  
 Marker 2-32 
Fort Seneca:  Marker 2-74 
Fort Stephenson:  Marker 1-72 
Frontier Violence during the War of 1812:  Marker 2-3 
Ft. McArthur Cemetery:  Marker 8-33 
General James Hedges:  Marker 2-70 
Gibraltar Island:  Marker 8-62 
Greentown Delaware Village:  Marker 4-3 
Harrison Military Road, War of 1812:  Marker 10-51 
Historical Clifton:  Marker 5-29 
Hull's Trail:  Marker 12-33 
Jacob's Well:  Marker 3-51 
Johann Christian Heyl:  Marker 63-25 
Johnny Appleseed's Run for Reinforcements: 
 Marker 3-70 
Lucasville Cemetery: Captain John Lucas, Founder of 
 Lucasville: Marker 6-73 
Major Reed:  Marker 3-53 
Mt. Blanchard: John Chapman,  
 known as Johnny Appleseed: Marker 6-32 
Native Americans in Ottawa:  Marker 3-69 
New Market: Oliver Harris - 1780-1845: Marker 3-36 
"Old Blockhouse" Site:  Marker 8-51 
Site of Fort Findlay:  Marker 4-32 
Site of Fort Nesbit (Nisbet):  Marker 3-19 
Tecumseh: Shawnee Prophet's Town:  Marker 6-19 
Thomas Corwin (1794-1865):  Marker 3-83 
William Henry Harrison: Benjamin Harrison: 
 Marker 47-31 
William Henry Harrison's Encampment:  Marker 15-87 
 

 The OHS has a website which identifies all of their 
markers for all events. Check this site to see why these 
45 markers are important to the War of 1812: 

http://www.remarkableohio.org/ 
 Over the course of the next couple of years, all 
members of the Ohio society are urged to help contrib-
ute to this program by taking pictures of other War of 
1812 sites and by gathering information on the same. 
 The information gathered by the committee will be 
used as a base in order to help obtain markers or plaque 
for unmarked War of 1812 sites or events. 
 The committee is also looking for ideas from the 
members which will promote the bicentennial.   

Ohio Society forms bicentennial committee 
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 During the April 2006 annual meeting of the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio a committee 
was formed to promote the upcoming historical bicen-
tennial of the War of 1812 in 2012. 
 Co-chairpersons for the committee are Dr. Robert  
Bartholomew and Eric Johnson. Members are urged to 
join and participate in this committee. 
 The first order of business will be to identify all of 
the War of 1812 sites in the state of Ohio. Each site will 
be registered in a database and marked as to its location 
and its purpose during the war. Other information will 
included whether the site is preserved or is part of a 
park, does it have a monument, marker or plaque. Addi-
tional information will be included as needed. 
 There were over 200 forts, blockhouses, camps, bar-
racks, depots and other army, navy and militia facilities 
built during the war in Ohio. Many of these sites are 
maintained by the federal and state government or by  
quasi-public organizations, such as the Ohio Historical 
Society and various communities. Other sites have been 
forgotten and are not marked. 
 Battle sites and birth or death sites of individuals 
associated with the war need to be fully identified and 
registered. Even such items as cannons, which were 
used in the war and are now located in parks, need to be 
identified.  
 The Ohio Historical Society (OHS) has a program to 
mark important places in Ohio history with a large 
marker. So far 45 markers exist in the state commemo-
rating a site or an event associated with the War of 
1812. These markers are: 
 

17th Infantry Regiment:  Marker 17-87  
Abrams' Big House:  Marker 10-71 
Amos Spafford - Perrysburg Marker: 14-87 
Army Lodge No. 24 Free & Accepted Masons: 
 Marker 7-87 
Benjamin Tappan Jr. (1773-1857):  Marker 3-67 
Birthplace of Tecumseh:  Marker 3-29 
Camp Ball:  Marker 3-74 
Camp Bull:  Marker 8-71 
Camp Perry:  Marker 4-62 
Chief Roundhead's Village:  Marker 3-33 
Columbia Township:  Marker 17-47 
DeWitt Family: 
 The DeWitt Log Homestead: Marker 13-9 
2002 East Toledo:  Marker 15-48 
East Toledo:  Marker 15-48 
Findlay Market: General James Findlay (1770-1835): 
 Marker 33-31 
First Battle Site:  Marker 1-62 
First Presbyterian Church:  Marker 4-48 
Fort Amanda:  Marker 1-6 

Ohio Society hosted Board of  
Director’s meeting 

 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
hosted the Spring Board of Director’s Meeting of its 
parent organization, the General Society of the War of 
1812, on 18 March 2006. Nine general officers attended 
this meeting. 



 

 

From the Editor’s Pen: 

Anatomy of a Newsletter 
 
 When I volunteered to take over the reigns of the 
editorship of the Lake Erie Ledger last year, I had no 
idea how large was the circulation base. Before the 
mailing labels arrived, I printed 125 newsletters and 40 
indexes hoping these numbers would suffice. 
 In the end, 67 members of the Ohio Society received 
the April issue of the Lake Erie Ledger. Raleigh Sutton 
of Illinois received a copy since we published his arti-
cle, Fort Washington – 1806-1814 and Beyond. 

 Most of the officers of the General Society, state 
presidents and state newsletter editors were also sent 
copies as well as our sister organization, the National 
Society Daughters of 1812, both the state and national 
societies. This number totaled 25. 
 The final set of newsletters was sent to various li-
braries, historical societies and genealogical societies. 
This number totaled 21. 
 The grand total for the April issue mounted to 114 
copies of the Lake Erie Ledger and 21 copies of the in-
dex. 
 The demographic break down was interesting. Of 
the 67 Ohio Society members, 48 live within the state 
while 19 live elsewhere. Florida has four members, 
Indiana two, Georgia three; the following states have 
one each: Iowa, Maine, Mississippi, Montana, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Utah, Virginia, and 
Wisconsin. 
 Of the national and state officers receiving newslet-
ters: Pennsylvania received six; Connecticut, District of 
Columbia, Ohio, South Carolina and Virginia received 
two; and Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Min-
nesota, New York, and Wisconsin received one each. 
 Nineteen libraries and other institutes in Ohio re-
ceived the Lake Erie Ledger while one organization in 
Indiana and another in West Virginia received a copy. 
 This newsletter is not only a tool to keep the mem-
bership informed on the activities of this society, it can 
also be used as an aid in recruiting. Extra copies can be 
printed up and given away at genealogical events and 
hereditary society meetings. Please give me a couple 
weeks notice if you need copies of the newsletter for 
this purpose. 
 If you know of a library or other institute who would 
like to receive this newsletter, please let me know and I 
will add them to the list. I can send either a paper copy 
or e-mail a PDF-format copy. An index is always in-
cluded with this group of mailings. 
 Finally, if any member wishes to have an index, 
please contact me. The index is all inclusive since the 
first issue of the Lake Erie Ledger. 
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Compatriot Scott Baker 
finishes two more volumes 
of prisoner of war lists 
 
 Compatriot Scott Baker finishes his third and fourth 
volumes of the American prisoners of war held by the 
British during the War of 1812. He is currently working 
on his fifth volume. Below is a brief description of each 
of these works. 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados, 

Newfoundland and New Providence During the 

War of 1812 
 
Records of 1,454 American Merchantmen held by the 
British Empire at Barbados from August 1812 to March 
1815; Records of 364 American Merchantmen held by 
the British Empire at Newfoundland, Canada, from July 
1812 to November 1812; Records of 836 Americans 
Sailors and Merchantmen held by the British Empire at 
New Providence, Bahamas, from August 1812 to March 
1815. Includes crews of sloops USS Frolic and USS 
Viper; Gunboat 160 and names of 12 American prison-
ers of war who died in captivity. 206 pages. 
 
American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape of 

Good Hope and Jamaica During the War of 1812 
 
Records of 2,875 American Sailors, Marines and Mer-
chantmen held by the British Empire at Bermuda from 
August 1812 to March 1815; Records of 295 American 
Sailors and Merchantmen held by the British Empire at 
Cape of Good Hope from January 1813 to August 1814; 
Records of 1,553 American Sailors and Merchantmen 
held by the British Empire at Jamaica from August 
1812 to March 1815. Includes crews from the frigate 
USS President; sloops USS Viper, USS Vixon and USS 
Wasp; brig USS Syren, crews of US Gunboats captured 
during the Battle of New Orleans and names of 50 
American prisoners of war who died in captivity. 325 
pages. 
 
In process: American Prisoners of War Held at Dart-

moor Prison During the War of 1812 

 
Records of 6,553 American Sailors, Marines and Mer-
chantmen held by the British Empire at Dartmoor 
Prison in England from April 1813 to July 1815. Roster 
includes capture information as well as age, place of 
birth, description and race. 
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Meetings Dates for 2006-2007 
 
   
  October 14, 2006 — Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
 
  April 14, 2007—Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 

 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

Officers of the Ohio Society of the War of 1812 
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Book Review 
 
America of the Brink: How the Political Struggle over 

the War of 1812 almost Destroyed the Young Republic 

by Richard Buel, Jr. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2005, cloth, 302 pages, $29.95, ISBN: 1403962383. 
 
 Richard Buel, who is Professor Emeritus of History at 
Wesleyan University, is widely known for his works on the 
Revolutionary Era including In Irons: Britain’s Naval Su-
premacy and the American Revolutionary Economy (1998), 
The War of Duty: A Woman and Her Family in Revolutionary 

America (1983), Dear Liberty: Connecticut’s Mobilization 

for the Revolutionary War (1980), as well as his classic 
“bridge study” about Securing the Revolution: Ideology and 
American Politics 1789-1815 (1972). In his latest volume, 
Buel moves to the “end” of the Revolutionary Era, the “start” 
of the National Epoch, the period of the War of 1812. 
 What began in 1776 would not end until 1815, and it was 
a long journey from the streets of Concord to the plains of 
Waterloo. As the earth’s first modern Revolutionary Repub-
lic, the United States had very mixed feelings about the out-
break of the French Revolution in 1789. On the one hand, ties 
of language and culture with Britain favored a rapprochement 
with “Mother England.” On the other hand, bonds of revolu-
tionary fervor with France generated a desire to see “Liberty, 
Fraternity and Equality” sweep the Old World. 

  

 Those divisions were reflected in the two major political 
parties in the early Republic, the Federalists (concentrated in 
New England with strong mercantile ties to England) and the 
Republicans (strong in the South and the West, with a Jeffer-
sonian fondness for France). In eight carefully researched and 
closely reasoned chapters, Buel narrates the interaction of 
foreign policy and domestic politics in the critical generation 
between the Presidency of George Washington and that of 
James Madison. 
 To painstaking examination of primary sources in many 
archives is added a lifetime of teaching and reflection about 
this “Critical Epoch.” As a result of his studies, Buel is con-
vinced that the war had its origins as much in the Federalist 
antipathy to the Republicans as to any action of the British on 
the high seas or in the inland forests. 
 This thesis, of course, will provoke strong reaction by 
many, but it also serves to recall a point made by Dexter Per-
kins of Rochester University many decades ago, namely, 
“public opinion and foreign policy cannot really be divorced” 
and American partisan feeling can quickly mirror imperial 
antipathies taking place half-way around the world. 
 The presence of eight pages of illustrations, the addition 
of a thorough index, and the presence of forty pages of anno-
tations all add to the value of this text. 
 This is a “must read” for all serious students of the War of 
1812. 

Rev. C. George Fry 


