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 The International Peace Memorial (Perry’s 
Monument) at Put-in-Bay, Ohio, has been closed 
since June 23rd after a 500 pound granite stone fell 
from the 317-foot structure. A second, smaller 
stone fell on July 25th while engineers were exam-
ining the monument. They accidentally dislodged 
the second stone. The park and the visitor’s center 
remains open to visitors. 
 Perry’s Monument was opened in 1915 to com-
memorate the Battle of Lake Erie which occurred 
on September 10, 1813, during the War of 1812. 
Master Commandant Oliver Hazard Perry and his 
naval squadron defeated and captured the British 
naval squadron under Commander Robert Barclay. 
 The monument is a poured concrete column 
with 52 granite slabs, each weighing between two 
and five tons, mounted on the outside. The inner 
walls are lined with brick. 
 The National Park Service, which owns the 
park, has ordered a $150,000 study to determine 
the extent of the damage. It is estimated that the 
repairs to the monument will be between 10 to 15 
million dollars. 
 The granite slabs are mortared onto the sides of 
the column and with the harsh winters of Lake Erie 
water has been seeping between the stones causing 
the mortar to deteriorate. An extensive renovation 
did occur between 1980 and 1982 when the mortar 
was replaced between each stone but not behind 
the stones. Plans were in preparation to continue 
the repair work in time for the bicentennial celebra-
tions in 2013. This work will now be expanded and 
accelerated. 
 The park hosts 154,000 visitors per year. A $3 
elevator ride to the top of the monument lets the 
visitors view the islands, the mainland and the bat-
tle site. About $1,000 to $1,500 is lost every day 
that the monument is closed. 

Perry’s monument is ordered closed 

International Peace Memorial 
(Perry’s Monument) 

 

 Beneath the monument’s rotunda is a crypt 
where the bodies of three American and three Brit-
ish officers lay who died during the battle. 
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 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to 
any compatriot in a PDF format instead of 
having the newsletter mailed as it have been 
in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-
mail, please contact the editor and the news-
letter will be e-mailed to you in the future. 

The Lake Erie Ledger 

 

Published three times a year by the 
Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
Eric E. Johnson, Editor 
377 Nantucket Drive 
Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
(440) 933-5434 
cen03214@centurytel.net 
 
Index available upon request 

The Awards Committee 
 

 The Awards Committee is accepting nomina-
tions for the Distinguished Service Awards and the 
Meritorious Service Awards for outstanding mem-
bers. 
 Nominations can be given to Brad Tilton, Bob 
Grim or Eric Johnson. See the article in the April 
2006 issue for details. 

Ohio Society of the War of 1812 Officers 
President — Rev. C. George Fry 
Chaplain 
 158 West Union Street 
 Circleville, OH 43113-1965 
 (740) 474-8445 
 
Vice President — Eric E. Johnson 
Editor, The Lake Erie Ledger 
 377 Nantucket Drive 
 Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
 (440) 933-5434       
 cen03214@centurytel.net 
 
Secretary — Open 
 
Treasurer — E. Paul Morehouse, Jr.  
 27 Casterton Avenue 
 Akron, OH 44303-1001 
 (330) 434-3281         
 epm1812@neo.rr.com 
 
Vice President General for Ohio 
Surgeon General — Dr. Robert E. Bartholomew 
 P.O. Box 702 
 Sandusky, OH 44870-5910 
 (419) 626-9861     
 rbartolme@bex.net 
 
Graves Registration — Robert E. Grim 
 5367 State Road 72 South 
 Sabina, OH 45169-9425 
 (937) 584-4622 
     robertgrim@dragonbbs.com 
 
Immediate Past President — Bradley A. Tilton 
Registrar-Genealogist 
 161 North McElroy Road 
 Mansfield, OH 44905 
 (419) 589-3140     
 batilton@richnet.net 

Tentative 
Meetings Dates for 2006-2007 

   
    April 14, 2007—Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
 
  July 8, 2007—Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
 
  October 14, 2007— Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 

 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

 Beginning next year the index for the Lake Erie 
Ledger will be complied yearly instead of concurrently 
since the first issue. The yearly index will be included 
in the last issue of the year and it will be sent to all 
compatriots and institutions receiving this publication. 

Info Tech Chairman — H. Scott Baker II  
 353 Hilltop Drive 
 Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351-9241 
 (419) 294-5649 
    hsbaker@udata.com 
 
Judge Advocate — William E. Huber II 
 P.O. Box 298 
 St. Mary’s, OH 45885-0298 
     billbobb@bright.net 
 
Marshal — Open 
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President’s Message                                                    By Rev. C. George Fry 

 It is my regret that I will not be able to be with you 
at our Autumn Meeting, on October 14, at 12 noon, at 
the Red Brick Tavern in Lafayette, Ohio.  A week-long 
graduate intensive will keep me in Findlay at Winebren-
ner Theological Seminary that morning.  Our very 
gifted Vice President, Compatriot Eric Johnson, will 
preside in my absence. 
 I will be happy, however, to represent the Ohio So-
ciety on November 2, 2006, at 11 a.m. for the Induction 
Ceremony of our nominee, Mordecai Bartley, into the 
Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame.  Congratulations, as well, 
to our own Compatriot Bob Grim who will be honored 
that day as well.  Best, also, to Compatriot Bob Bar-
tholomew whose nominee for the Ohio Sons of Civil 
War Veterans was accepted! 
 At our meeting we need to (1) select dates for our 
meetings in 2007, (2) give thought to our Special Pro-
gram for our Spring Meeting, (3) hear from Com. Brad-
ley A. Tilton, Treasurer-General, the General Society of 
the War of 1812, concerning our Annual Assessment, 
(4) receive a report from our General Society Officers 
who were able to attend the September 16 Board Meet-
ing in Philadelphia (Compatriots Morehouse and 
Tilton), (5) to hear an update on the Ohio Society Bi-
centennial Committee (Co-chairmen Bartholomew and 
Johnson) as well as tend to other new business to be 
presented at the meeting. 
 In your name as both President and Chaplain I ex-
tended our condolences to Mrs. Velma Bessent on the 
passing of her husband, Carl, who was an outstanding 
President General of our General Society.  His passing, 
on August 27, is an impoverishment to us all.  A lovely 
Memorial Service was held in Towson, Maryland, on 
September 9. 
 I would recommend, as strongly as I know how, that 
Compatriot Dan Brooke, who served our General Soci-
ety well and ably, be honored – not only with our Ohio 
Society medal (presented to him by Compatriots More-
house and Tilton at the national board meeting), be 
made an honorary member of our Ohio Society. 

Congratulations are in order to Com. Paul Morehouse 
who will be received later this day into the Settlers and 
Builders of Gallia County, Ohio. 
 Again I would remind our members that two posi-
tions remain vacant – that of Secretary and Marshall.  
For those so inclined, your service would be welcomed! 
 With every regret that I cannot be with you, and 
with every expectation that the meting will be both pro-
ductive and pleasant, 
 
Sincerely, 
        C. George Fry 
        President 

 Of all of the auto specialty plates offered by the 
Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles only one has a War of 
1812 theme. This license plate honors Put-in-Bay and 
shows the International Peace Memorial which com-
memorates the Battle of Lake Erie. 
 These plates can be ordered through any Ohio Dep-
uty Registrar License Agency or online at https://
www.oplates.com/index.asp. You can check the website 
for the fees associated with obtaining a specialty plate. 

Ohio offers War of 1812 
license plate 

Ohio counties named after heroes of the War of 1812 

 Fourteen Ohio counties were named after men who 
were war heroes during the War of 1812 or who had 
served in important government positions, which con-
tributed to the success of the American military. 
 Allen County was named for Colonel John L. Allen 
of the Kentucky militia who was killed during the Bat-
tle of the River Raisin in the Territory of Michigan. 

 Brown County was named for Brigadier General 
Jacob Brown of New York, U.S. Army. He led the 
American forces in the Battle of Chippewa, the Battle 
of Lundy’s Lane and the Battle of Fort Erie, Upper 
Canada, in 1814. He was the commander of the U.S. 
Army between 1815 and 1828. 

Continued on page 319 
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 The nation’s military cemeteries were not created in 
this country until the end of the American Civil War. 
Very few cemeteries have survived for those veterans 
who had died in the early wars of our country, particu-
larly, the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. 
Thousands of gravestones are marked for those veterans 
who were fortune enough to have survived a war and 
who had later died at home. Those who fell on the bat-
tlefield or who had died by disease are less likely to 
have a known location for their burial let alone a grave-
stone or a marker. 
 From the Indian wars of the 1790’s to the end of the 
War of 1812 Ohio was a main battleground for the con-
flicts with the Indians and later the British. At most of 
the battlefields, forts and posts located within the state, 
cemeteries were established to bury the dead. These 
cemeteries were never maintained after the end of each 
of these conflicts and today the majority of these ceme-
teries are lost and forgotten. 
 Samuel R. Brown was a militiaman in the Pennsyl-
vania militia who served in Ohio during the War of 
1812. After the war he wrote the Views of the Cam-
paigns of the North-Western Army. This book is a his-
tory of the American military campaign in the north-
west and it is also a diary of his personal experiences 
during the war. 
 Brown writes in his book, “I went frequently to the 
burying grounds to count the fresh graves and mark the 
progress of death. My heart sickened at the sight. By 
inspecting those of Detroit, Fort Meigs, Portage, San-
dusky, Erie, Buffalo and Eleven Mile Creek, and by as-
certaining the loss sustained by different corps, I was 
enabled to form a pretty correct estimate of the number 

of deaths by sickness. The aggregate was alarming.” 
 Detroit, Michigan, had two military cemeteries, one 
started by the French and used by both the British and 
the Americans and another cemetery just west of Fort 
Detroit in which 700 American soldiers from the War 
of 1812 were buried. These two cemeteries are long 
gone because of the development of downtown Detroit. 

Fort Meigs is in Perrysville, Ohio, while Camp Port-
age is in present day Port Clinton, Ohio. Sandusky is 
Fort Stephenson in Fremont, Ohio, while Fort Erie is in 
Ontario, Canada, across from Buffalo, New York. Buf-
falo had a cemetery in what is now downtown Buffalo 
while Eleven Mile Creek is in Williamsville, New 
York, just northeast of Buffalo, where there was an 
army barracks and a hospital. 

Brown’s statement is significant since he was able to 
determine how many men from the different army regi-
ments and militia units were buried at each of these lo-
cations 

 It shows that the army had maintained the graves 
and that each grave had a marker, probably of wood, in 
which the soldier’s name, date of death and the unit’s 
name were inscribed. After the war these cemeteries 
were neglected, the markers rotted away and nature re-
claimed the location of the graves. 
 Brown used the Petersburgh Volunteers, a volunteer 
militia company from Virginia, as an example for his 
estimates on the number of deaths per company. He 
said that the company came to Ohio with 101 men and 
that 22 had died from disease and four were killed in 
battle. Four men were still in hospitals when the com-
pany was discharged from military duty and he doubted 
that the remaining 70 men would all make it home to 
Virginia. “From what I have heard and seen, I am in-
duced to believe that the loss by disease, sustained by 
the northern army, is in the same proportion,” he said. 
 Using these observations, Brown concluded that ap-
proximately one third of the men who served in the 
Army of the Northwest in the War of 1812 died on the 
battlefield or by disease. This estimated is probably too 
high since many companies, both regular army and mi-
litia, never participated in a battle or were in an area 
plagued by diseases. But, for every soldier who was 
killed in the war there were probably two or three men 
who died from disease or illness. 
 In the Historical Register and Dictionary of the 
United States Army From Its Organization, September 

29, 1789, to March 2, 1903, it is stated that 65 officers 
and 1,235 enlisted men in the regular army were killed 
during the war and that 577 militiamen were killed. 
This book does not mention the thousands of deaths and 
injuries caused by disease, accidents, and weather re-
lated illnesses. These other casualties were inflected 
upon both the regular forces and the militia on both 
sides of the battle line. 
 William Jay published a listing of the number of 
men who were killed during the War of 1812 in a table 
organized by location and event. He states that 149 
Americans and 15 British soldiers were killed at Fort 
Meigs. Multiply these numbers by three for the men 
who died at or near the fort then there may have been 
500 men or more who were buried at the fort’s ceme-
tery or near by. Jay also states that 194 men were 
wounded at Fort Meigs. Of these men, many would 
have died from wounds days or months after the con-
flict. Days after the first siege was over, parties of sol-
diers were sent from the fort to bury the death and to 
look for survivors. Across the river from the fort the 
remains of the men killed when Colonel Dudley’s mili-
tia from  Kentucky  was  ambushed  by the Indians were  

Ohio’s forgotten military cemeteries              by Eric E. Johnson 
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Cemeteries continued 
 
located and these men were buried where they fell. 
 Fort Stephenson had a total of 17 Americans killed 
and 25 British soldiers were killed or died from wounds 
during the course of the war. The Battle of Lake Erie 
saw 24 Americans and 70 British soldiers, marines and 
sailors killed in action and they were buried ‘at sea’ off 
Middle Sister Island. Three American officers and three 
British officers were buried in a common grave at Put-
In-Bay, South Bass Island. There was probably an 
enlisted men’s cemetery located at Put-In-Bay also. 
Brown stated that there was a regular soldier who was 
shot for desertion at Put-in-Bay on 24 September 1813 
and other soldiers probably died there during the war. 
 A short distance down the Maumee River from Fort 
Meigs was the remains of an old British fort, which be-
came the British headquarters during both of the sieges. 
After the first siege the Americans found fresh graves at 
this old fort and apparently they had been marked since 
the men knew which were British and which were the 
American graves. 
 Up the river within eyeshot of Fort Meigs was the 
site of the Battle of Fallen Timbers. There were 30 
American soldiers killed during this battle on 20 August 
1794 and they were buried on this battle site. A total of 
632 Americans were killed by Indians during St. Clair’s 
Defeat on 4 November 1791 in western Ohio. These 
men were also buried at this battle site. 
 Between the American Revolution and the end of 
the War of 1812, there may have been as many as three 
to four thousand American soldiers and militiamen who 
died and were buried in Ohio. Add to this number the 
British and Indians killed and this number multiplies. 
We can only estimate the number of men who died dur-
ing this time period and we leave it up to the All 
Mighty to know where they are all buried. 

Chalmette Battlefield Re-opens 
 
 The site of the Battle of New Orleans in 1815, the 
Chalmette Battlefield, has been re-opened to the public. 
The site, near New Orleans, has been closed since Hur-
ricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast in August 2005. 
 The battleground was opened to the public on Sep-
tember 17, 2006. The hours for the site are Mondays 
through Thursdays from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and 
from Fridays through Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Admission is free. 
 All of the building except the public restrooms re-
mained closed due to repairs. The temporary battlefield 
visitor center is still under construction with an opening 
scheduled in the late fall. The Chalmette Monument 
remains closed and has been scheduled for repairs to 
start by the first of the year.  
 The Chalmette Battlefield is one of six sites operated 
by the Jan Lafitte National Historical Park and Reserve 
through the National Park Service. 
 
National Park Service News Release 
 

Chalmette Battlefield still  
accepting donations 

 
The Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and 

Preserve in southern Louisiana, which includes his-
toric sites from both the War of 1812 and the Civil 
War, is accepting donations to help fund the new 
exhibits at the temporary visitor center at the Chal-
mette Battlefield where Andrew Jackson defeated 
the British during the Battle of New Orleans. These 
exhibits will help tell the story of the War of 1812 
and of the famous battle. Those donating will be 
given credit for their donations. 
 For those state societies and members wishing 
to contribute, please make checks payable to Na-

tional Park Service - Jean Lafitte NHP&P and 
send the checks to: 
 

Kristy Wallisch 
Jean Lafitte NHP&P 
419 Decatur Street 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
 
 Please include a letter specifying that the money 
is to be used for exhibits at the Chalmette Battle-
field. 

Book Fund Established by Society 
 
 A Memorial Book Fund was established during the 
July meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
State of Ohio to honor those members who have re-
cently passed away. 
 A book or books will be donated to the Ohio Genea-
logical Society’s library in Mansfield, Ohio, which will 
have a War of 1812 theme. 
 The membership voted to have $150 to be contrib-
uted to this fund and the President said that donations 
will be accepted from the general state membership. 
 The fund will be used to honor all compatriots who 
has died within each year. Donations can also be sent to 
the treasurer, Paul Morehouse. 
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 Harrison County was named for Major General Wil-
liam Henry Harrison of Ohio. He was the hero of the 
Battle of Tippecanoe, Territory of Indiana, and the Bat-
tle of the Thames River, Upper Canada. He became 
president of the United States. 

Holmes County was named for Major Andrew 
Hunter Holmes of the Territory of Mississippi, U.S. 
Army, who was killed during the Battle of Fort Macki-
naw, Territory of Michigan, on 4 August 1814. Major 
Holmes was a very popular officer under General Harri-
son. 

Jackson County was named for Major General An-
drew Jackson of Tennessee. He was the hero of the Bat-
tle of New Orleans. He became president of the United 
States. 

Lawrence County was named for Captain James 
Lawrence of New Jersey, commander of the U.S. Frig-
ate Chesapeake, who died on 4 June 1813 from wounds 
received during the engagement with the British frigate 
Shannon on 1 June 1813. He coined the phase “Don’t 
Give Up the Ship.” 

Lucas County was named for Brigadier General 
Robert Lucas, Ohio Militia. Lucas was the governor of 
Ohio between 1832 and 1836 and the governor of the 
Territory of Iowa between 1838 and 1841. 

Madison County was named for President James 
Madison, the fourth president of the United States and 
the commander-in-chief of the U.S. armed forces during 
the War of 1812. 

Ohio counties named after heroes of the War of 1812 (Continued) 

Meigs County was named for Governor Return 
Jonathan Meigs, Junior, who was the governor of Ohio 
between 1810 and 1814. As governor he was the com-
mander of the Ohio militia during the War of 1812. 

Monroe County was named for James Monroe, Sec-
retary of State (1811-1817), Secretary of War (27 Sep-
tember 1814-2 March 1815), and the fifth president of 
the United States. He was also the acting Secretary of 
War between December 1812 and January 1813. 

Perry County was named for Master Commandant 
Oliver Hazard Perry of Rhode Island, U.S. Navy, who 
was the hero of the Battle of Lake Erie on 10 September 
1813. 

Pike County was named for Brigadier General 
Zebulon Montgomery Pike of New Jersey, U.S. Army. 
He was killed on 27 April 1813 during the Battle of 
York, Upper Canada. He discovered Pike’s Peak in 
Colorado. 

Shelby County was named for Governor Isaac 
Shelby of Kentucky who led the Kentucky militia dur-
ing the Battle of the Thames River, Upper Canada, on 5 
October 1813. 

Wood County was named for Major Eleazer Derby 
Wood of New York, U.S. Army Engineers. He was the 
designer of Fort Meigs and Fort Stephenson. He served 
with distinction during the Battle of Lundy’s Lane, Up-
per Canada. He was killed on 17 September 1814 dur-
ing the Battle of Fort Erie, Upper Canada. 


