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 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of 
Ohio will host a special dedication ceremony in 
conjunction with its annual meeting on Saturday, 
21 April 2007, in Bucyrus, Ohio. The dedication 
will honor Sergeant John Philip Ohl of the Penn-
sylvania Militia who is the great great grandfather 
of Dr. Robert Bartholomew of the Ohio Society. 
 The ceremonies will begin at 10:30 at the Baseline 
Cemetery on County Road 58, about a mile and a half 
east of State Route 100 between Tiffin and Bucyrus. 
The county road is the boundary between Seneca and 
Crawford Counties. The cemetery is on the south side 
of the road while the St. John’s United Church of Christ 
is on the north side of the road. The church has a shelter 
house with picnic tables which we will use in case of 
inclement weather. 
 The cemetery is approximately a twenty minute ride 
north of Bucyrus. Three maps are included in this issue 
of the Lake Erie Ledger in order to help members and 
guests locate the cemetery and later the meeting place. 
 The Reverend George Fry, president of the Ohio 
Society, will give the invocation and the benediction. 
He will also talk about the General Society of the War 
of 1812. Dr. Robert Bartholomew will give a brief sum-
mary of the life and war experiences of his ancestor. 
 The Sycamore American Legion has been asked to 
provide a firing squad for the ceremony and the War of 
1812 re-enactment company from Fort Meigs has been 
invited to attend. There will be approximately 20 family 
members attending. 
 At the conclusion of the dedication ceremony, the 
annual meeting will be held in the meeting room of the 
Knights Inn in Bucyrus. The meeting is scheduled to 
begin at 12 noon. The motel is located at 1515 North 
Sandusky Avenue (see the map on page 5 for the exact 
location). The motel is just south of the US 30 overpass 
on State Route 4 in the northern part of Bucyrus. 
 There is a Bob Evans restaurant in front of the mo-
tel. The restaurant has agreed to send a server with 
menus  to the annual meeting, take orders, and then to 
bring the meals to the motel’s meeting room. 

Special dedication highlights April’s meeting 

  Please give your self plenty of travel time if you are 
planning on attending both or either of this events. Two 
addition maps are located on page 5. 
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 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to 
any compatriot in a PDF format instead of 
having the newsletter mailed as it have been 
in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-
mail, please contact the editor and the news-
letter will be e-mailed to you in the future. 

The Lake Erie Ledger 
 

Published three times a year by the 
Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
Eric E. Johnson, Editor 
377 Nantucket Drive 
Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
(440) 933-5434 
cen03214@centurytel.net 
 
Index available upon request 

Ohio Society of the War of 1812 Officers 
President — Rev. C. George Fry 
Chaplain 
 158 West Union Street 
 Circleville, OH 43113-1965 
 (740) 474-8445 
 
Vice President — Eric E. Johnson 
Editor, The Lake Erie Ledger 
 377 Nantucket Drive 
 Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
 (440) 933-5434       
 cen03214@centurytel.net 
 
Secretary — Open 
 
Treasurer — E. Paul Morehouse, Jr.  
 27 Casterton Avenue 
 Akron, OH 44303-1001 
 (330) 434-3281         
 epm1812@neo.rr.com 
 
Vice President General for Ohio 
Surgeon General — Dr. Robert E. Bartholomew 
 P.O. Box 702 
 Sandusky, OH 44870-5910 
 (419) 626-9861     
 rbartolme@bex.net 
 
Graves Registration — Robert E. Grim 
 5367 State Road 72 South 
 Sabina, OH 45169-9425 
 (937) 584-4622 
     robertgrim@dragonbbs.com 
 
Immediate Past President — Bradley A. Tilton 
Registrar-Genealogist 
 161 North McElroy Road 
 Mansfield, OH 44905 
 (419) 589-3140     
 batilton@richnet.net 

Meeting Dates for 2007 
   

    April 21, 2007—Knights Inn, Bucyrus, OH 
 

  July 7, 2007—Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
 

  October 6, 2007— Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 

 
Dates and locations are subject to change 

Info Tech Chairman — H. Scott Baker II  
 353 Hilltop Drive 
 Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351-9241 
 (419) 294-5649 
    hsbaker@udata.com 
 
Judge Advocate — William E. Huber II 
 P.O. Box 298 
 St. Mary’s, OH 45885-0298 
     billbobb@bright.net 
 
Marshal — Open 

Red Brick Tavern changes owner 
 

 The Red Brick Tavern in Lafayette, Ohio, the 
unofficial headquarters of the Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio, has been closed and was 
slated for the auction block on 3 February 2007. 
 A week before the auction, the tavern was pur-
chased intact and it will probably be reopened as a 
tavern and a restaurant. As of this publication, the 
Ohio Society does not know when the tavern will 
reopen. The next scheduled meeting in July at the 
tavern may have to be moved to another location. 
   The Ohio Genealogical Society Library in Mans-
field has been offered as a back-up location for that 
meeting. 
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President’s Message                                                    By Rev. C. George Fry 

 It was a delight and an honor to see four of our Ohio 
Society compatriots participating in the events sur-
rounding the Reception of the Class of 2006 into the 
Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame. On the evening of Novem-
ber 1, Dr. Robert Bartholomew and I represented the 
Society at a lovely evening dinner and reception at the 
Clarion Hotel in Dublin, Ohio. There was fine food and 
there was an excellent program featuring, among others, 
Miss Ohio of 2006. 
 The following morning at the Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium on West Board Street in Columbus, Ohio, 
our own Compatriot Robert A. Grim (U.S. Air Force) 
was inducted as a member of the Ohio Veterans Hall of 
Fame. Having taught for thirty-four years (Social Stud-
ies) and retiring recently from the Miami Trace High 
School, Bob is a member of the American Legion, the 
Sons of the American Revolution (and their Color 
Guard), has been District Deputy Grand Master of the 
Ohio 8th District in the Free and Accepted Masons, as 
well as President of the Clinton County Knights of the 
York Cross of Honor Club, and in the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite Bob was elected Knight of the 
Royal Order of Scotland. Compatriot Grim is active in 
many historical, fraternal, civic, and religious organiza-
tions. 
 All of us in the Ohio society delighted to read the 
very find write-up in Bob’s honor in the December is-
sue of The 1812 War Cry (see page 10). On the plat-
form in Columbus on that clear and lovely November 
day was Compatriot Robert Bartholomew, whose nomi-
nation for the Class of 2006, Robert R. McMeens, MD, 
had been accepted. Dr. McMeens practiced medicine in 
Tiffin, Ohio, served in both the Mexican and the Civil 
Wars, and literally worked himself to death in the ser-
vice of hurting humanity. 
 It was my honor to represent Governor Mordecai 
Bartley, our own Society’s nominee this year for mem-
bership. A successful farmer, owner of a mercantile 
establishment, attorney, and statesman, Bartley served 
in the Ohio Senate (1816), four terms in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, and was elected the 18th Governor 
of Ohio in 1844. He served in the War of 1812 as cap-
tain of a group of volunteers from Mansfield and was an 
Adjutant under Major General William Henry Harrison. 
 Compatriot Brad Tilton was also present (making a 
grand total of four Ohio Society members at the event) 
representing The 1812 War Cry (our General Society 
publications). Brad took some wonderful pictures of the 
proceedings. The entire event, in spite of a temporary 
power outage in downtown Columbus, was carried off 
with pomp and circumstance and with due respect to the 
twenty honorees  this year in  the Class of 2006. It made  

me very proud to be your president, especially when 
Governor Robert Taft expressed to me personally his 
deep appreciation of all the work that our Society does. 
 There is an afternote: On Friday, November 12, 
driving home from St. Louis, Missouri, I got caught in a 
major traffic jam at the intersection of I-75 and I-70. 
Turning on the car radio to help pass the time spent 
waiting, I got Ohio Public Radio and to my pleasant 
Surprise that station was broadcasting the Veterans Hall 
of Fame Ceremony (in part), with particular mention of 
our Society’s nominee, Mordecai Bartley. That made 
me so very, very proud to be part of our Ohio Society. 
 On Saturday, January 13, it was my privilege to rep-
resent our Ohio Society at the monthly meeting of the 
Rufus Putnam Chapter, the Sons of the American Revo-
lution, gathered in Zanesville, Ohio, and not only to 
enjoy the food and fellowship, but to share a paper on 
“The Second American Revolution: The War of 1812.” 
Present as well was Ohio Compatriot Bob Bartholo-
mew, who shared some of his ancestor’s memorabilia 
of the War and who issued a formal invitation to all the 
SAR Compatriots to join with us in our April 2007 Spe-
cial Meeting. 
 We are always saddened in our Ohio Society on the 
occasion of the loss of valued members. At our Autumn 
Meeting 2006 there was a moment of silence in honor 
of Compatriots Mike Trowbridge, John O’Neil, and Joe 
Hutchins. A sum of $125.00 was set aside for a Memo-
rial Gift Donation to the Ohio Genealogical Society in 
Mansfield to purchase reference works in their memory. 
I am additionally saddened to report the passing of 
Compatriot Robert McInturf, at the age of 90, on Sep-
tember 8. A Memorial Service for his recollection will 
be held at the Spring 2007 Meeting. I share your grief, 
as well, in learning of the passing to the Larger Life of 
Compatriot James Evans, who will also be honored at 
our next meeting. May they rest in peace and rise in 
glory! 
 As your Chaplain I have extended your condolences 
to the families and also your get well wishes to Compa-
triot Jason Hurd Moore, Jr., now 90 years old and in a 
nursing home. 
 We are always gladdened in our Ohio Society on the 
occasion of new Life Members. We welcome Compa-
triot Michael Andrew Reining of Pinehurst, North 
Carolina, as our newest Life Member. Congratulations! 
Congratulations, as well, to Compatriot E. Paul More-
house who reports that fund-raising for the new facility 
for the Ohio Genealogical Society Library in Mansfield 
is gaining momentum with nearly $525,000 raised in 
2006. He hopes for the ground-breaking of this new 
state-of-the-art facility to take place in 2008. 
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 We tend to overlook the role that women played 
during the War of 1812 in support of our military. 
Women were used in the “cottage” industries which 
sewed uniforms and rolled cartridges for our boys in 
blue. They also made buckskin jackets for the militia 
and prepared rations. A hand full of women actually 
served with our troops on the battle lines during the 
war. They were not camp followers but they were mem-
bers of regular army’s companies. 
 Under the Congressional Act of 16 March 1802 up 
to four women could be hired to serve as washerwomen 
in each of the army’s companies. Although they were in 
fact contract workers, they were permitted to receive 
one army ration per day and they were entitled to bed-
ding straw, medical care and payment for their work. 
Most of these women were the wives of soldiers. They 
were treated on the same level as a private and they 
were invaluable in the day-to-day operation of a com-
pany. 
 During the first siege of Fort Meigs in May of 1813 
there were six infantry, one artillery and one light dra-
goon companies of the U.S. Army stationed at this fort. 
There could have been up to 32 women within this fort 
serving as washerwomen at the time of the siege. Dur-
ing this siege the women were probably assisting in the 
fort’s hospital or they were carrying food and water to 
the men who were manning the walls, blockhouses and 
artillery ramparts. 
 A general order, issued at Fort Meigs on 1 August 
1813 states “Any married woman who has or shall 
abandon her husband and be found strolling about 
camp or lodging in the tents of other men shall be 

drum’d out of camp.” Although women may not have 
been present during the two sieges of Fort Meigs, there 
were women serving with the army at this fort during 
the summer of 1813. 
 Most company musters and rosters don’t list the 
names of these women who were hired to do the laun-
dry of the men. Three recruiting rosters, however, do 
list the names of some of these women who served in 
Ohio. On a roster of recruits being sent to Chillicothe 
from Zanesville on 9 August 1812 two women are 
listed as washerwomen: Polly Waters and Betsey Laur-
ence. Chillicothe was the recruiting rendezvous for the 
19th Regiment of U.S. Infantry where recruits were or-
ganized into companies and then sent to the front to join 
the rest of the regiment. 
 On 18 September 1812 another detachment of re-
cruits was sent to Chillicothe from Zanesville. On this 
roster two more women are listed: Susannah Bright, the 
wife of George Bright,  and  Tammy Stultz, the  wife of  

Adam Stultz. Adam Stultz would be killed on 5 May 
1813 during the first siege of Fort Meigs. Tammy Stultz 
may have been with her husband at Fort Meigs and she 
may have witnessed his death. The Stultz’s were from 
Muskingum County. 
 Captain Daniel Cushing of Ohio commanded the 
artillery company from the 2nd Regiment of U.S. Artil-
lery, which was stationed at Fort Meigs. Mrs. Aaron 
Haning is listed on a recruiting detachment listing for 
this company that rendezvoused at Chillicothe on 29 
October 1812. 
 It was a common practice during peace time for the 
officers to bring their wives and children to their duty 
stations in the northwest but when the war clouds had 
gathered, the families were sent to safety. To find that 
women actually served during the war and at the front 
lines with the men, shows us know much we really 
don’t know about the War of 1812. 
 

Eric E. Johnson 

President’s Message continued 
 

More power to you, Paul, for all the good that you are 
doing. Just a reminder in passing, if you have not paid 
your  $27 membership dues, Compatriot Morehouse 
will be happy to receive them. 
 Details on our very special Spring Meeting set for 
April 21 in Baseline and Bucyrus, Ohio, appears else-
where in this issue of The Lake Erie Ledger. Thanks to 
Compatriot Robert Bartholomew for making local ar-
rangements. We will start at 10:30 a.m. with a cere-
mony of recollection and recognition at a grave site of 
an Ohio 1812 veteran, and following the ceremony, we 
will retire for lunch, fellowship, and our business meet-
ing in nearby Bucyrus. Details are provided later in this 
issue. 
 Our Summer Meeting will be July 7. As to the loca-
tion? I will be research as to the current status of the 
Red Brick Tavern in Lafayette, Ohio. The January issue 
of The Circleville Herald carried a large advertisement 
announcing an “Executor’s Public Auction” of the Inn 
scheduled for February 3, but then over the ad was the 
bold black lettering, “Auction Cancelled – Sold!” By 
our April meeting I’ll have further information on this 
matter. Other suggestions for the Summer Meeting will 
be received. 
 To each and to all, every joy of the New Year and 
every thanks for all that you do to make the Ohio Soci-
ety such as effective and wonderful part of the Society 
of the War of 1812. 

Ohio women also served in the War of 1812 



 

 

Page 5                    The Lake Erie Ledger                                  April 2007 

 John Philip Ohl was the son of Andreas Ohl and 
Maria Schmidt. He was born on 8 June 1793 in Lower 
Saucon Township, Northampton County, Pennsylvania. 
 During the summer of 1814 it was rumored that the 
British were about to attack the DuPont Powder Mill at 
Wilmington, Delaware. This mill was a major supplier 
of gun powder for the war effort. The governor of Penn-
sylvania, in a response to an appeal from the federal 
government, called for militia volunteers to help protect 
this mill. The men rendezvoused at Camp Bloomfield in 
Chester County and they were brigaded into the Ad-

vance Light Guard. 
 The brigade left camp on 7 September 1814 and ar-
rived at Wilmington where a camp was established 
three miles west of town. This camp was called Camp 
DuPont. The brigade left Wilmington on 30 November 
1814 and returned to Philadelphia. Over the next two 
months the brigade was slowly disbanded with the last 
of the companies being released from duty on 3 January 
1815. Although the British never attacked Wilmington 
and its powder mill, the volunteers from Pennsylvania 
were ready and able to defend the mill. 
 Philip was a volunteer private in Captain George 
Hess, Junior’s  rifle  company  in the 1st Rifle Regiment  

Pennsylvania Volunteers which was attached to the Ad-

vance Light Guard. The regiment was under the com-
mand of Colonel Thomas Humphrey. Philip served 
from 20 September 1814 to 19 December 1814. He was 
credited with two months and 27 days of service and he 
received $23.20 in pay. Upon discharge, he also re-
ceived rations for four days for his long march home to 
Northampton County. During his tour of duty, Philip 
was promoted to sergeant. 
    In 1849, Philip Ohl and his sons, Joshua, John, and 
Abraham, went to Ohio on a scouting trip to locate land 
for settlement. They purchased 85 acres of land on the 
Wyandot-Crawford County line, about a mile from the 
Seneca County line. The men returned to Pennsylvania 
and spent the following year preparing the family for 
the move to Ohio. Other families threw in their lot with 
the Ohls, including the Bartholomews, Frankenfields, 
Zellners, Dewalts and Klaiss (or Klőss). A total of 85 
people made the trip to Ohio. 
 Philip would spend the remaining 24 years of his life 
on his farm. His daughter Elizabeth would marry Con-
rad Bartholomew. Philip is the great great grandfather 
of Dr. Robert Bartholomew of the General Society of 
the War of 1812. 

Philip Ohl protected the powder mills in Delaware 

Additional location maps for April’s Annual Meeting 

 The cemetery is on the county road separating Se-
neca and Crawford Counties about 20 minutes north of 
Bucyrus. Please watch for the road signs. The Knight’s 
Inn in just south of the U.S Route 30 overpass in Bu-
cyrus. 
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A Rage for Glory: The Life of Stephen Decatur by 
James Tertius De Kay, New York: Free Press, 2004, 
214 pages, bibliography, notes, index, cloth, ISBN: 
0743242459, $25.00. 
 
 This is a very readable book intended “for a general 
audience rather that for specialists” by James Tertius De 
Kay, the author of numerous naval histories including 
The Rebel Readers, Monitor, and Chronicles of the 

Frigate Macedonian. Based on wide reading in the bio-
graphical literature about Stephen Decatur, and in histo-
ries of the United States Navy, as well as help from De-
catur relatives alive today in Massachusetts, this book 
rests on fact, but is written with fervor, and the passion 
of its pages matches the character of its subject. 
 Stephen Decatur (1779-1829) was the pre-eminent 
naval hero of the Early Republic. Born and raised in 
Philadelphia, his father a privateer, Stephen Decatur 
knew not when he did not frequent the waterfront to 
admire and to explore the great ships there at anchor. 
No one was surprised when he quit the private Episco-
pal Academy he attended (his mother hoped he would 
become a priest) to go to sea. Driven by ambition and 
by “the desire for glory,” Decatur exhibited a mastery 
of the arts of war as well as amazing courage. By the 
age of forty-one he was recognized as one of the new 
generation of leaders in the Republic and, had he lived, 
Decatur might easily have become President. Even to-
day, nearly two centuries after his death, we have had 
five USS Decaturs in our fleet, and many towns, from 
Decatur, Georgia, to Decatur, Illinois, bear his name. 
 In twenty fast-paced chapters De Kay takes us 
through the many adventures of Decatur’s life, from 
fighting the Barbary Pirates (including a blow-by-blow 
description of Decatur wrestling “a mighty Turk” on the 
deck of a pirate ship, a fight to the death) to service in 
the War of 1812. Those sections will be of especial in-
terest to members of the Ohio Society of the War of 
1812. 
 The book devotes a chapter to the Leopard-
Chesapeake Affair, Decatur’s capture of the Macedo-

nian (taken in tow back to the States as a prize), his 
own humiliation at having to surrender a ship to the 
British, as well as the occasion for his many memorable 
lines, including, “My country … right or wrong.” 
 I recommend this little book because it does much to 
put into context not only this great naval hero, but it 
also explains why our small nation with a navy of only 
450 guns could do so well at sea against the Royal Fleet 
of 20,000 guns. Crossing Decatur’s path, of course, are 
many  other  personalities  from  the  War of 1812, from  

Dolly Madison to James Monroe to Oliver Hazard 
Perry (from his victory on Lake Erie to his death on a 
diplomatic mission in Venezuela). Read it and I do not 
think you will regret the time invested, for Decatur’s 
life is a window into an era that is, in so many ways, 
different from our own. 
 
Rev. George Fry 

 A long time resident of Oxford Township in the ear-
lier days, M. S. Harrington, reminisced: I have heard 
father tell many a times how on the memorable 10th of 
September in 1813, he went from the fort at Blooming-
ville with a number of men to help mow the prairie on 
the Ford place, and how he took my brother Ralph, a 
little shaver of perhaps ten years, with him. There was a 
large rock close by the field, there to this day, and 
Ralph, after playing for a time, became sleepy and lay 
down on the big stone for nap, but unlike the Rip of 
literature, sleep was chased away by the "dogs of war." 
The cannon's reverberation over the water of old Erie 
seemed to center in the stone and in language as plain 
as that of a phonograph, said, "The battle is on - victory 
is ours!"  
    After listening moment, Ralph ran, all out of breath, 
to father and said, "That stone over there is singing." 
"Singing", said my father in surprise, "what do you 
mean, child?" "You just come and see," said Ralph. Fa-
ther went and put his ear to the stone, and sure enough 
was "singing: with unbounded demonstration the skill 
and courage of that next-to-Washington, best-loved 
American soldier Commodore Oliver Perry." (N.B.: 
The Singing Rock is on the east side of State Rout 4 
south of the Turnpike, where Pipe Creek crosses the 
road.) 
 
Reprinted from the "Sandusky Area Miscellany" by 
Charles E. Frohman, which was published by The Ohio 
Historical Society. 

Book Review 

The singing rock 

The Awards Committee 
 

 The Awards Committee is accepting nominations for 
the Distinguished Service Awards and the Meritorious 
Service Awards for outstanding members. 
 Nominations can be given to Brad Tilton, Bob Grim 
or Eric Johnson. See the article in the April 2006 issue 
for details. 


