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Notice 
     The April 12th meeting has been 
moved to April 26th at the Red Brick Tav-
ern in Lafayette, Ohio. Please change your 
calendars. 

Scott Baker earns Ohio Society’s highest award 
 Harrison Scott Baker II will be awarded the Distin-
guished Service Award during the April 26th Annual 
Meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State 
of Ohio. This is the first presentation of this award by 
the Ohio Society and it is well deserved. 
 Besides serving as president of the Ohio Society 
during the 1996-1999 session, Scott has authored seven 
books in the name of the society. His first book, Index 
to the Muster Rolls of the Pennsylvania Volunteers in 

the War of 1812-1814, was printed in 1997. This book 
was followed in 2000 with the printing of The Journal 
of William Kennedy Beall. 
 Scott then devoted his time and energy in publishing 
a series of books on the prisoners of war from the War 
of 1812. This outstanding set of books brings to life the 
names of the men who suffered at the hands of the Brit-
ish military in the prison camps and prison ships, liter-
ally, around the world. 
 These books are: American Prisoners of War Held 
at Halifax, During the War of 1812, Volume I and II, 
American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados, New-

foundland and New Providence During the War of 

1812, and American Prisoners of War Held at Ber-
muda, Cape of Good Hope and Jamaica During the 

War of 1812. Scott is currently finishing the American 
Prisoners of War Held at Dartmoor During the War of 

1812. He is also planning other books in this series. 
 In addition to these books, he has also published the 
Civil War Veterans Buried at the Ohio Veterans Home, 

Ohio Soldiers and Sailors Home, Sandusky, Ohio, and 
the Marion County Airport and Baker Aviation Corpo-
ration: A history. 
 Scott wrote a series of articles about the early foun-
ders of the Ohio Society of the War of 1812 which he 
published  in  the  Lake  Erie  Ledger  in the late 1990's.  

   His research on Orlando Wesley Aldrich who was the 
first president of the Ohio Society made it possible for 
us to conduct a ceremony at Aldrich's grave site in Wal-
nut Grove cemetery, Worthington, Ohio, on Saturday, 
May 6, 2000. He has been very active in registering the 
grave sites of War of 1812 veterans buried in Ohio. 
 In 1995 he served as president of the John Hancock 
Chapter, Ohio Society Sons of the American Revolu-
tion.  He served as secretary of the James B. McPherson 
Camp #66 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and 
was the National Chief of Staff for the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War in 2002-03. He also served as 
adjutant of Company E, 72nd Regiment Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry Sons of Veterans Reserve and as a trustee of 
the Wyandot County Tracers Genealogical Society. 
 He is a member of the National Society Sons of Co-
lonial New England, Descendants of Mexican War Vet-
erans, First Families of Ohio, Pioneer Families of 
Wayne County, Ohio, and the Pioneers of Delaware, 
Hancock and Wyandot Counties, Ohio. Also, he holds 
B.A. and B.S. degrees from Florida State and an 
M.B.A. from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University. 

The Distinguished Service Award is given to a 
member who has served the Ohio Society in an out-
standing manner, which has resulted in positive recog-
nition for the Ohio Society and furthers the goals of the 
General Society of the War of 1812. This award is 
given only once in a three-year period. The officers and 
compatriots of the Ohio Society congratulate Harrison 
Scott Baker II on his dedication to the society and as the 
first recipient of the highest award that can be bestowed 
on a member by this society. 

Robert Grim & Eric Johnson 
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 Beginning next month the Lake Erie Ledger will 
be e-mailed to all members who have an e-mail 
address. The newsletter will be sent in a PDF for-
mat.  Please update your e-mail address with the 
editor. Those members who do not have an e-mail 
address will continue to receive the Lake Erie 
Ledger by postal carrier. 

The Lake Erie Ledger 
 

Published three times a year by the 
Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
Eric E. Johnson, Editor 
377 Nantucket Drive 
Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
(440) 933-5434 
cen03214@centurytel.net 
 
Index available upon request 

Ohio Society of the War of 1812 Officers 
President — Rev. C. George Fry 
Chaplain 
 158 West Union Street 
 Circleville, OH 43113-1965 
 (740) 474-8445 
 
Vice President — Eric E. Johnson 
Editor, The Lake Erie Ledger 
 377 Nantucket Drive 
 Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
 (440) 933-5434       
 cen03214@centurytel.net 
 
Secretary — Open 
 
Treasurer — E. Paul Morehouse, Jr.  
 27 Casterton Avenue 
 Akron, OH 44303-1001 
 (330) 434-3281         
 epm1812@neo.rr.com 
 
Vice President General for Ohio 
Surgeon General — Dr. Robert E. Bartholomew 
 P.O. Box 702 
 Sandusky, OH 44870-5910 
 (419) 626-9861     
 rbartolme@bex.net 
 
Graves Registration — Robert E. Grim 
 5367 State Road 72 South 
 Sabina, OH 45169-9425 
 (937) 584-4622 
     robertgrim@dragonbbs.com 
 
Immediate Past President — Bradley A. Tilton 
Registrar-Genealogist 
 161 North McElroy Road 
 Mansfield, OH 44905 
 (419) 589-3140     
 batilton@richnet.net 

Meeting Dates for 2008 
         
 
  April 26 — Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 

 

July 12 — OGS Library, Mansfield, OH 
 

October 18 — Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 
 

Info Tech Chairman — H. Scott Baker II  
 353 Hilltop Drive 
 Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351-9241 
 (419) 294-5649 
    hsbaker@udata.com 
 
Judge Advocate — William E. Huber II 
 P.O. Box 298 
 St. Mary’s, OH 45885-0298 
     billbobb@bright.net 
 
Marshal —  Open 
 
Historian — John H. Smith 
 705 Bentwood Drive 
 Lima, OH 45805-3001 
 jhsmith@wcoilk.com 
 

The Awards Committee 
 

 The Awards Committee is accepting nominations for 
the Distinguished Service Awards and the Meritorious 
Service Awards for outstanding members. 
 Nominations can be given to Brad Tilton, Bob Grim 
or Eric Johnson. See the article in the April 2006 issue 
for details. 
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President’s Message 
 All members and friends of the Ohio Society of the 
War of 1812 are reminded that our 2008 Annual Meet-
ing will be held on April 26th at the historic Red Brick 
Tavern in Lafayette, Ohio. Our compatriots at the 2007 
October meeting reported great satisfaction with the 
service and the food at the tavern. We look forward to 
another “test” and “taste” this coming April. 
 There is the vital business to transact at the Annual 
Meeting: 
     1] The presentation of our Distinguished Service 
Award to Compatriot Scott Baker in view of his Hercu-
lean tasks in gathering, editing and publishing various 
prisoner-of-war rosters and records from the War of 
1812 (Scott assured me in a mid-December phone call 
that two more volumes should be in print by April, way 
to go!). This is a “kudo” that is much deserved! Con-
gratulations, Scott. 
     2] Elections will be held and the newly elected offi-
cers will be installed. We are in the process of finalizing 
the slate of candidates to be presented to the member-
ship. 
    3] We will pause to remember our compatriots who 
have passed to the Larger Life. The latest (of this writ-
ing at Christmas) that has come to my attention was Dr. 
Jean Phillip Karr (Ohio number 144, General Society 
number 5714), “beloved physician.” Who after bravely 
battling cancer succumbed to that dread disease during 
the second week of December. I have known J. P. Karr 
(“Mr. Congregationalist”) since 1979 when he was 
Moderator of the Arbor Grove Congregational Church, 
Jackson, Michigan, and I was the “Interim Minister.” 
On an annual basis, at least, I would see JP, his delight-
ful wife Dolores, and lovely family of five when I vis-
ited Arbor Grove. I was honored as Registrar-General 
to sponsor Dr. Karr for membership in our Society. A 
memorial service was held at Arbor Grove at which the 
Rev. Dr. Bob Haldane (Minister Emeritus, Church of 
the Messiah – Congregationalist, Los Angeles) and the 
Rev. Dr. John Foster Doud (Minister, Arbor Grove) 
presided. Deep snow and then freezing rain prevented 
my attendance but in your name, and mine, I have sent 
letters of condolences. 
    4] The 2008 Budget will be presented to the member-
ship. A new line item, President’s travel expenses, will 
be discussed as well. 
    5] Plans will be made for the July 12th meeting at the 
OGS Library in Mansfield, Ohio, for a third annual July 
research day. Hopefully representatives of the National 
Society Daughters of 1812 in Ohio will be able to join 
us. 
    6] Plans will also be made for our October 18th meet-
ing at the  Red Brick  Tavern (hopefully  that  date  does  

not conflict with OSU football!). 
     7] An update on General Society matters will be 
shared by our various national officers (especially in 
light of their March meeting in Akron, Ohio) as well as 
plans for the Triennial Meeting in Philadelphia in Sep-
tember. 
     8] Our own Bicentennial Committee will share plans 
for our Ohio Society’s commemoration of the Bicenten-
nial of the War of 1812 (already starting in 2012). 
     9] Regular officer reports will be received and 
shared as well as those of our special committees. 
     10] Besides business, a great and good time will be 
had by all in terms of fine food and superlative fellow-
ship around the common table in an Ohio landmark inn. 
     It is hard for me to realize how quickly three years 
have passed since on a blustery day, with high winds, 
rain, darkened skies, and a power outage (compete with 
a temporary shut-down of the kitchen at the Lafayette 
tavern) I was elected President. The foreboding weather 
that afternoon did not prove to be a “bad omen” as we 
have made considerable progress as a Society. That pro-
gress has been collaborative. It would have occurred 
just as surely without me, but I am flattered to have 
been President, “the first among equals,” during this 
time. All can take pride in what has transpired. We now 
have annual research days as OGS in Mansfield. Our 
membership roster now numbers 165 (thanks to Com-
patriot Brad Tilton). Our nominees for the Ohio Veter-
ans Hall of Fame have been accepted (most recently 
Samuel Huntington, inducted on November 8, 2007, 
thanks to Compatriot Bob Grim for being our represen-
tative.) Our publications record is simply impressive 
(bless you, Scott Baker, who continued “write on” in 
spite of a stroke! Right on!), and the worth of this book 
is recognized by scholars internationally. Our member-
ship is well represented in the ranks of General Society 
officers. Donations have been made to OGS, the Hayes 
Library, and other worthwhile organizations. Compatri-
ots (especially Dr. Bartholomew) have “shown our col-
ors” at a goodly number of patriotic events, grave mark-
ings, and ceremonial occasions, often in conjunction 
with the SAR. 
 The Lake Erie Ledger is a quality production (thanks 
to Eric Johnson, who also edits The War Cry, who has 
his share of publications as well, and who has been an 
active Vice President, (ably filling in twice when the 
President had to be away at other meetings.) Grave reg-
istration has been excellent, thanks to Compatriot Bob 
Grim (also active in a number of other patriotic socie-
ties.) 
 

Continued on page 8 
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 The fall meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 
in the State of Ohio was called to order by Vice Presi-
dent Eric E. Johnson at 12:08 p.m., 6 October 2007, at 
the Red Brick Tavern in Lafayette, Ohio. Carolyn 
Lewis was this meeting’s guest. The invocation and the 
Pledge of Allegiance were led by Dr. Robert Bartholo-
mew. Due to the absence of Paul Morehouse who took 
the minutes of the July 2007 meeting, these minutes 
will be read and approved during the April 2008 annual 
meeting. 
 A printed report by President George Fry was dis-
tributed to the members who were present at this meet-
ing. Vice President Johnson read his report highlighting 
the three issues of the Lake Erie Ledger that he pub-
lished. He also attended the fall Board of Director’s of 
the General Society which was held in Philadelphia on 
September 6th. Morehouse and Brad Tilton also at-
tended this meeting. Tilton gave the treasurer’s report in 
the absence of the treasurer. 
 The Registrar-Genealogist Tilton presented the ap-
plication of John Wade Crew for membership in the 
Ohio Society. Tilton moved and Patrick Mullen sec-
onded the motion which was approved. Crew is now 
member number 164. Tilton then read the application of 
John William Latham. He moved and Dr. Bartholomew 
seconded the motion which was approved by the mem-
bers. Latham is now member number 165. 
 Surgeon General Bartholomew gave his medical 
report. He then gave a report stating that he attended 
two events in the name of the Society: the annual 
Perry’s monument cerebration which is held in Cleve-
land and the Sons of the American Revolution chapter 
meeting also in Cleveland. On both occasions he 
brought the Society’s flags with him and he tried to re-
cruit new members. 
 Tilton reported that Scott Baker is still working on 
his latest book on the American prisoners of war who 
were held in England during the War of 1812. The 
Awards Committee reported that they have received the 
first nomination for the Distinguished Service Award. 
The citation will be read during the April annual meet-
ing and then presented to the floor for approval. 
 Under New Business, Dr. Bartholomew made a mo-
tion to have the treasurer prepare a 2008 budget which 
will be presented to the membership during the annual 
meeting. A new item for the budget will be a category 
for the President’s travel expenses. The amount still 
needs to be established. Kirby Bauman seconded the 
motion and it carried. 
 The 2008 meeting dates were established as April 
12th, July 12th and October 18th. The April and October 
meetings  will  be  held   in  Lafayette  while  the  July’s 

will be held at the Ohio Genealogical Society’s library 
in Mansfield. Dr. Bartholomew made the motion to ap-
prove the dates while Bauman seconded the motion. 
The motion was passed. 
 Tilton moved that the Ohio Society pay the $30 ta-
ble fee for the Ohio Genealogical Society’s annual con-
ference to be held next April near Cincinnati. Mullen 
seconded the motion and it passed. Johnson stated that 
he will be attending the conference and that he will man 
the table.  The slate of officers for the next three year 
term was presented to the membership by Johnson. We 
are still in need of filling the vice president, secretary 
and marshal positions before the slate can be approved 
by the membership during the annual meeting. 
 Johnson and Tilton reported on the General Soci-
ety’s Board of Director’s meeting which was held in 
Philadelphia. The board approved raising the supple-
mental application fee by $20. This goes into effect 90 
days after it is publicized in the War Cry. Johnson also 
reported that the Triennial Committee is meeting during 
October to finalize the plans for next year’s Triennial. 
This event will be held in Philadelphia during Septem-
ber. Details will be published in the next War Cry.  
 Tilton reported that he received an e-mail from 
Georgia Society member John H. Cunningham who is 
looking for help to have a stone placed and a dedication 
ceremony for his ancestor John Linscott. Linscott was a 
resident of Ohio and he is buried in Wilding, West Vir-
ginia, near Point Pleasant. Vice President Johnson will 
contact Cunningham to see if it is feasible for this soci-
ety to help him. Johnson will report back to the mem-
bership in April. 
 A motion was made and approved to give $50 to the 
Rutherford B. Hayes’ Presidential Library in Fremont. 
This is where the Ohio Society’s records are kept. Un-
der Announcements, the Ohio Genealogical Society 
sent a thank you note to this society for donating the 
book, Robert Lucas Journal during the War of 1812. 
The book was given to the OGS by Johnson in the name 
of the Ohio Society. 
 The Ohio Society’s nomination for the Ohio Veter-
ans Hall of Fame was approved and accepted for this 
year. Governor Samuel Huntington was a district pay-
master for the U.S. Army during the War of 1812. John-
son will try to find a descendant who would be able to 
accept this award on November 8th in Columbus. 
 At the conclusion of business, Dr. Bartholomew 
gave the benediction and the meeting was closed at 1:30 
p.m. on the motions of Mullen and Kirby. The next 
meeting will be held on 12 April 2008 at the Red Brick 
Tavern in Lafayette. This is our annual meeting, please 
try and attend. 

Minutes of the October 2007 meeting             Brad Tilton  
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of the Ohio Genealogical Society and has memberships 
in the First Families of Ohio, the Settlers and Builders 
of Ohio, and the Society of Civil War Families of Ohio. 
 A retired high school teacher, Grim is married to 
Charlotte Ann Morris and they have lived on a farm 
outside Sabina, Ohio. They have one son, Irven Robert, 
who is married to Carolin J. Gruber.  

 Compatriot Robert E. Grim accepted Governor 
Samuel Huntington’s plaque on 8 November 2007 
during the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame ceremony 
in Columbus, Ohio. Governor Ted Strickland pre-
sented the plaque to Grim on behalf of the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio. 
 Huntington was the third governor of Ohio and 
a district paymaster for the Army of the Northwest 
during the War of 1812. He held the rank of major 
and served from 3 October 1812 to 31 March 1815. 
 Five other governors who served during the War 
of 1812 have been accepted into the Hall of Fame. 
They are Robert Lucas, Duncan McArthur, Allen 
Trimble, Mordecai Bartley and Joseph Vance. Two 
Ohio Society members have also been inducted: 
Roeliff Brinkerhoff and Robert E. Grim. 

Compatriot Grim accepts Huntington’s OVHF plaque 

Left-to-right: Timothy A. Espich, Director Governor's 
Office of Veterans' Affairs, Compatriot Robert E. Grim, 
and Ohio’s Governor Ted Strickland 

Robert Grim becomes national commander of the SUVCW 

 Ohio Society’s Robert E. Grim 
became the Brigadier General in 
charge of the Sons of Veterans Re-
serve (SVR) on 17 November 
2007. He is the Past Commander-
in-Chief of the Sons of Union Vet-
erans of the Civil War (SUVCW). 
The SVR is the uniformed military 
element of the SUVCW. 
     Grim joined the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War in 1988 
and the Sons of Veterans Reserve 
in 1992. In both organizations, he 
worked his way up to the number 
one slot. 
    In 2006, Grim was inducted into 
the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame by 
Ohio Governor Bob Taft. He 
served four years in the United 
States Air Force. 

Robert Grim 

 He has also served as Governor General of the Na-
tional Society of the Sons of Colonial New England and 
is active in the National Society Sons of the American 
Revolution, American Legion, various Masonic lodges, 
the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States, the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, and 
the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
    He served as President of the Ohio Society of the 
War of 1812 and is currently the Registrar General of 
the General Society of the War of 1812. He is a member  

President — Eric E. Johnson 
Vice President — Rev. C. George Fry 
Secretary — Open 
Treasurer — E. Paul Morehouse, Jr.  
Vice President General for Ohio — Dr. Robert 
 E. Bartholomew 
Chaplain—Rev. C. George Fry 
Graves Registration — Robert E. Grim 
Historian — John H. Smith 
Immediate Past President — Rev. C. George 
 Fry 
Info Tech Chairman — H. Scott Baker II  
Judge Advocate — William E. Huber II 
Marshal — Open 
Registrar-Genealogist - Bradley A. Tilton 

Slate of Officers for 2008-20011 to be 
presented at the Annual Meeting 
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Captain Christopher Wood’s Company of Spies 

Colonel Williams’ Regiment, General Tupper’s Brigade 
From 4 September 1812 to 2 March 1813 

Those marked with * were discharged in October or November 1812 
(Champaign County) 

Captain Christopher Wood Lieutenant John Fillis Jr. Lieutenant William Scott 

Sergeant Benjamin Cheney * Sergeant William Bay Sergeant James Suit * 

  Sergeant Joseph Sutton   

Privates:   

Blalark, George Jr. * Fillis, John Sr. McHenry, Isaac 

Blalark, George Sr. * Franks, John McLeod, Colin 

Bridges, William (discharged 27 Sep) Franks, Robert Myers, Isaac 

Brince, Nathanial * Gilliland, Nathan * Pearce, Thomas 

Cheney, Ebenezer * Gilliland, Samuel * Pittijohn, William 

Cheney, Jonathan * Grayum, Joseph Robins, Vincent 

Cheney, William * Hulse, John Ross, Joseph W. 

Cochran, John Humble, James (discharged 27 Sep) Shaw, Henry * 

Colison, Robert Humble, James * Stuart, Archibald 

Cor, Joseph Kendle, James * Suit, John * 

Crukfield, Arthur Knight, John * Sutton, Eli 

Davis, William Martin, Asel * Tatman, Joseph * 

Donaldson, E. Martin, Thomas Tharp, Levi * 

Drunnan, Charles Mathews, Henry Tucker, Jeremiah 

Entzminger, John McDonald, William Wood, Isaac * 

  Wood, John 

Reference: Muster Rolls Arranged Alphabetically by the Commanding Officer’s Surname, MSS 660, Container 2, Folder 6, T-Z - Militia Ros-
ters, Western Reserve Historical Society, Reference Division, Cleveland, Ohio.  

Captain Wood’s roster is found at the Western Reserve Historical Society 
For nearly a hundred years the primary source of 

research in identifying Ohio militiamen who served in 
the War of 1812 has been the Roster of Ohio Soldiers in 
the War of 1812. This book was first published in 1916 
by the Adjutant General’s Office in Columbus, Ohio. 
 The Ohio Historical Society in Columbus has copies 
of these rosters and reports that are found in this book 
which where obtained from the War Department’s re-
cords during the 1870’s. The Western Reserve Histori-
cal Society’s archive library in Cleveland also has cop-
ies of the musters and payrolls reports. This library has 
additional company listings that are not found in the 
book. 
 One of these missing company musters was Captain 
Christopher Wood’s Company of Spies which accom-
panied Brigadier General Edward W. Tupper’s 1st Ohio 
Brigade as part of Brigadier General William Henry 
Harrison’s central division during the fall of 1812. 

western Ohio to the rapids of the Maumee River. At the 
rapids, the western division from Indiana and the east-
ern division from northern Ohio were to meet where 
Fort Meigs would be built in the following year. From 
the rapids, General Harrison was going to try to recap-
ture Fort Detroit from the British. The defeat of the 
eastern division at the Battle of the River Raisin caused 
the end of General Harrison’s goal. 

Part of General Tupper's force defeated an Indian 
war party on the Maumee River on 14 November 1812. 
The brigade then joined forces with the eastern division 
consisting of another Ohio brigade, one from Pennsyl-
vania and another from Virginia. The three brigades 
began the construction of Fort Meigs and they were re-
leased from military duty in February 1813 when their 
tours of duty expired. 

Other ‘missing’ company rosters will be published 
in future issues of the Lake Erie Ledger. 
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 Compatriot Brad Tilton found an interesting auction 
item on the Internet of a photograph of a veteran of the 
War of 1812 who claims to have fought at the Battle of 
Lundy’s Lane.  
 The seller described the lot as, “This is an interesting 
CDV image of Captain Benjamin LeRoy who claimed to 
be a veteran of the War of 1812 and the battle of 
Lundy's Lane. The image is of an old man with long 
white hair and beard. He appears to be wearing a Civil 
War Era Federal sack coat and has a large pin or medal 
on his vest. Since the card is from Dayton I expect that 
it was made while he was a resident of the soldier’s 
home there.” 
 Finding a photograph of a common solider of the 
War of 1812 is an exciting discovery. Most of these 
men were photographed in the twilight of their years. 
Many men, particularly officers, who had successful 
careers after the war, had their portraits painted or pho-
tographs taken. For most Americans having a photo-
graph made was an expensive undertaking especially 
before the Civil War. 
     Now to unravel the mystery of who was Captain 
Benjamin LeRoy. 
 The Central Branch of the National Asylum for Dis-
abled Volunteer Soldiers was founded in 1867 in Day-
ton. The Asylum is commonly called the Dayton Sol-
diers Home. Records from this institute show that an 
army veteran, Benjamin F. LeRoy, died at the home on 
6 October 1878. He was born in 1780. 
 The pension listings for this war also have a Benja-
min LeRoy, whose widow, Mariann, applied for a sur-
vivor’s pension, number SC-269. This LeRoy served as 
a private in Captain Lucke Parson’s Company of the 
Vermont Militia. The National Archives has only one 
service record for a Benjamin LeRoy and he served in 
the 3rd Regiment of the Vermont Militia. Lieutenant 
Colonel William Williams was probably the regimental 
commander. 
 Checking U.S. Army records, there are no officers 
listed in the official officer’s register for the war with 
the name of Benjamin LeRoy. Also, the only men from 
Vermont who fought at the Battle of Lundy’s Lane on 
25 July 1814 were from the 11th Regiment of U.S. In-
fantry. There were no militia units from Vermont par-
ticipating in this battle. 
    Two letters to the Dayton Soldiers Home requesting 
information on Benjamin LeRoy were not answered. 
The next step was to obtain a copy of his wife’s widow 
pension. 
 The pension package lists two survivor’s numbers, 
SO-537 and SC-269. It appears that Benjamin had ap-
plied  for  an  invalid  pension  but  apparently  this  was  

rejected. His wife would receive the widow’s pension 
of eight dollars per year for a husband who served as a 
private. Benjamin had been issued a land bounty during 
the 1850’s for his service in the militia during the war. 
 In Benjamin’s Declaration for Pension he states that 
he served a full 60 days in Captain Luke Parson’s Com-
pany of Horse, 1st Vermont Regiment, from 30 August 
1812 to 1 January 1813 (total of four months). This 
company patrolled the border between Vermont and 
Canada. He and his wife were living in Detroit, Michi-
gan, before he was admitted to the Dayton Soldiers 
Home. 
 A letter from the home, which was included in the 
pension papers, states that Benjamin died at the home’s 
hospital on 6 October 1878. Private Benjamin F. LeRoy 
is buried in the Dayton National Cemetery in Dayton, 
Ohio. He was laid to rest in section A, grave 25, row 
14. 
 It is extremely doubtful that Benjamin served in the 
U.S. Army. He was not an army officer although he 
may have been a militia captain after the war. The Ver-
mont militia records would have to be researched to 
verify that he was a militia officer. He was not an 
enlisted men in the army since these men received their 
land bounties upon discharge right after the war ended. 
 

Continued on page 8 

The Mystery of Captain Benjamin LeRoy 

Benjamin F. LeRoy 
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President’s Message (continued) 
 Our genealogical records continue to be kept at the 
Rutherford B. Hayes Library (Presidential at that) in 
Fremont, Ohio. All officers have been extremely active 
and creative during this triennial era, many attending 
the General Society meeting in Baltimore. More could 
be said. My earlier reports for the past three years will 
fill in any unintentional omissions. None of this was 
done solo – it was all a communal effort and I was able 
to do what the job title intended, “preside.” Thank you 
and God bless you for your initiative, determination, 
and contributions. 
 As a child I was warned that life was like a pyramid, 
constantly climbing. No one told me that it was an in-
verted pyramid, with the structure getting larger not 
smaller as you climb higher. As a septuagenarian my 
big, big stock has been that the higher I get, the more 
responsibilities I inherit in the various organizations of 
which I have been a long-time member – some eccle-
sial, many professional, some academic, and others, like 
the Society of the War of 812, hereditary, patriotic, and 
civic. In all my many associations, I have never known 
such joy and such a cooperative spirit as in the Ohio 
and the General Society of the War of 1812. For three 
years I have held three jobs – Ohio President and Chap-
lain, as well as Chaplain General. This April, I put aside 
one of the three. Without your assistance, three would 
have been horrific, but with that help, it has been de-
lightful! 
 May our Society prosper for generations and genera-
tions to come, and as it prospers, may our Republic wax 
strong in wisdom, learning, arts and industry, moral 
influence,and liberty. 
 
George Fry, Ph.D., D.Min., DD. 
President (2005-2008) 

Captain LeRoy (continued) 
 

     If Benjamin had been a captain and a veteran of the 
Battle of Lundy’s Lane it would have to be assumed 
that these two items would have been mentioned in the 
pension papers. Also, captains received a much better 
monthly pension than the privates. 
     Benjamin LeRoy was a simple soldier serving his 
country during the War of 1812. It may never be known 
why he is labeled as a captain and a veteran of a famous 
battle. This may simply be a photographer’s trick to sell 
more photographs. 

 

Dayton National Cemetery 
 

 Ohio’s first National Cemetery is located in Dayton, 
Ohio. It began as a permanent burial site for the resi-
dents of the Central Branch of the National Asylum for 
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers in 1867. The Asylum is 
commonly called the Dayton Soldiers Home. 
 As of the end of September 2007 there were 42,385 
veterans buried at this cemetery. These veterans served 
in the Revolutionary War, all of the major wars of the 
19th century, and every conflict since World War I. 
There are 33 veterans of the War of 1812 buried on the 
grounds.  
 The Ohio Chapter of the National Society United 
States Daughters of 1812 dedicated a bronze plaque 
which was affixed to a tall boulder on 10 September 
1936 in memory of these 33 soldiers. There are also 
five Medal of Honor winners buried in this cemetery. 
 The Dayton National Cemetery is located at 4100 
West Third Street and it is open every day of the year. 
The winter hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. while 
in the summer the gates remain open from 8:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. Burials at this cemetery are expected to con-
tinue to 2018. 
 

Eric E. Johnson 

April’s Program 
 
 Vice President Eric Johnson will be the speaker for 
this April’s meeting. He will give a lecture entitled 
Ohio Militia and US Army Forms used during the War 

of 1812. 
 The talk will be in two parts. Part one will outline 
the musters, returns and reports that where required by 
the Ohio Militia during the war. He will have examples 
of each type of forms. 
 If time permits, Compatriot Johnson will outline the 
required U.S. Army documents.  

Compatriot Fisher launches website 
 
     Ohio Society’s Compatriot Craig Fisher has 
launched a new website dedicated to the volunteers and 
militiamen who served during the War of 1812. The 
site, which is called First Regiment Volunteers: U.S. 
Citizen Soldiers of the War of 1812, can be found at 
www.firstregiment.com. 
 Compatriot Fisher is the leader of a re-enactment 
company based upon Captain Sebree’s Company from 
the 1st Regiment of Kentucky Volunteers. The website 
is the official organ of this organization and the site is 
well designed and documented. It contains a wealth of 
information on the citizen soldiers and it is worth the 
visit.   


