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Ohio Society to host 4th research day 
 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of 
Ohio will host its summer meeting and its 4th an-
nual day of research on 18 July 2008 at the Ohio 
Genealogical Society Library in Mansfield, Ohio. 
     This day-long event is open to all members and 
non-members alike and it is designed to provide an 
opportunity to assist others in the research of their 
War of 1812 ancestors. 
 The officers of this Society wish to extend an 
invitation to all who are interesting in researching 
their ancestors from this war and we encourage our 
members to invite their friends. 
 This is a golden opportunity to have potential 
new members attend where they can receive help 
with their applications and their lineage. 
 The library is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
meeting will begin at noon and it is asked that 
those attending the meeting please be at the library 
by 11 a.m. so that orders can be taken for box 
lunches. These lunches will be served during the 
meeting. Attendees may also bring their own 
lunches. 
 This is also a good opportunity to do some per-
sonal research on one of your stubborn lines. Mem-
bers of the National Society United States Daugh-
ters of 1812 have been invited to attend. 
 

Directions 
 

Take I-71 to Mansfield to Exit 169 
Take State Route 13 north towards Mansfield 
Exit on East Cook Road and turn left 
At the first light, turn right onto South Main 
Street 
Travel a short distance on South Main Street 
 
 Once off State Route 13 the OGS has signs 
clearly marking the route to the library. 
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 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to 
any compatriot in a PDF format instead of 
having the newsletter mailed as it have been 
in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-
mail, please contact the editor and the news-
letter will be e-mailed to you in the future. 

The Lake Erie Ledger 
 

Published three times a year by the 
Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
Eric E. Johnson, Editor 
377 Nantucket Drive 
Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
(440) 933-5434 
cen03214@centurytel.net 
 

Ohio Society of the War of 1812 Officers 
President — Eric E. Johnson 
Editor, The Lake Erie Ledger 
 377 Nantucket Drive 
 Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
 (440) 933-5434       
 cen03214@centurytel.net 
 
Vice President — Rev. C. George Fry 
Chaplain 
 158 West Union Street 
 Circleville, OH 43113-1965 
 (740) 474-8445 
 
Secretary — Open 
 
Treasurer — E. Paul Morehouse, Jr.  
 27 Casterton Avenue 
 Akron, OH 44303-1001 
 (330) 434-3281         
 epm1812@neo.rr.com 
 
Vice President General for Ohio 
Surgeon General — Dr. Robert E. Bartholomew 
 P.O. Box 702 
 Sandusky, OH 44870-5910 
 (419) 626-9861     
 rbartolme@bex.net 
 
Graves Registration — Robert E. Grim 
 5367 State Road 72 South 
 Sabina, OH 45169-9425 
 (937) 584-4622 
     robertgrim@dragonbbs.com 
 
Immediate Past President — Rev. C. George Fry 
 158 West Union Street 
 Circleville, OH 43113-1965 
 (740) 474-8445 
 
Marshal —  Open 

Meeting Dates for 2009 
 

July 18 — OGS Library, Mansfield, OH 
October 17 — Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
Dates and locations are subject to change 

Info Tech Chairman —  Craig V. Fisher 
 5545 Woodridge Drive 
 Toledo, OH 43623-1061 
 (419)-882-5841 
     cfisher@buckeye-express.com 
 
Judge Advocate — William E. Huber II 
 P.O. Box 298 
 St. Mary’s, OH 45885-0298 
     billbobb@bright.net 
 
Historian — John H. Smith 
 705 Bentwood Drive 
 Lima, OH 45805-3001 
 jhsmith@wcoilk.com 
 
Chaplain — Rev. C. George Fry 
 158 West Union Street 
 Circleville, OH 43113-1965 
 (740) 474-8445 
 
Registrar/Genealogist—Bradley A. Tilton 
 161 N McElroy Road 
 Mansfield, OH 44905-2911 
 419-589-3140  
 batilton@richnet.net 

The Awards Committee 
 

 The Awards Committee is accepting nominations for 
the Distinguished Service Awards and the Meritorious 
Service Awards for outstanding members. 
 Nominations can be given to Compatriots Brad 
Tilton, Bob Grim or Eric Johnson. See the article in the 
April 2006 issue for details. 
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President’s Message                       Eric E. Johnson 

Welcome new member Ted M. Minier, Ohio Society Number 171 

     We are nearing the 200th anniversary of the War of 
1812 and we are now facing an enemy far greater than 
the enemy that was faced during this war. That enemy 
is the “lack of money.” 
 Many of our parks and monuments are threatened 
with closings and most have had their maintenance pro-
grams cancelled and/or their operating hours cut back. 
Why are we repeating history? During the later part of 
the 20th century, we let our roads and bridges degrade to 
the point that we were killing people. The state and lo-
cal governments are still finding bridges that are unsafe 
and in need of immediate repairs. 
 The federal government did step in and release funds 
to fix most of the roads and bridges as they are doing 
now to prop up a failing economy. The only problem 
with today’s ‘fix’ is that we are seeing “pork-barreling” 
at its greatest level ever. Pork barreling only affects a 
few. What ever happened to the government of the 
many? 
 The biggest concern for our society is what is hap-
pening at the Ohio Historical Society (OHS). The OHS 
has cut back hours on most of its parks. Fort Laurens in 
Tuscarawas County will only be open on weekends and 
not on holidays. I remember as a boy growing up in this 
  

county, we had family picnics and reunions at Fort Lau-
rens on holidays. 
     Most OHS parks also had their season cut back by a 
month. Some parks are now closed on Mondays and 
Tuesdays, some during the week. Others have shorter 
hours. Maintenance is non-existent is some parks. This 
will have a long-range effect that threatens our heritage. 
Fort Meigs and Fort Amanda have also been affected. 
 The OHS library is now open only three days a 
week. This is our repository for state records! You can 
write to them and get your records for a fee but it is 
cheaper to receive records on-line from Ancestry.com 
than from the OHS library. Somewhere, a reality check 
was missed! 
 This situation is not unique to Ohio, other states are 
also affected. Even with our federal government, there 
is a problem. Have you seen our museums in Washing-
ton, DC? I used to go to museums to see artifacts. Now, 
I see worthless exhibits, which permit children to smash 
and stomp on buttons and lights. What are they learn-
ing? We have enough violence on our TV without hav-
ing to see it in our museums. 
 Now, more than ever, we need to write to our state 
and federal legislatures and give them a reality check. 
Let your voices be heard! 

 Compatriot Brad Tilton, 
commander of McLaughlin 
Camp 12 of the Sons of Un-
ion Veterans of the Civil War 
in Mansfield, Ohio, spoke at 
the Memorial Day ceremony 
in Mansfield on the history of 
Memorial Day and on General 
William McLaughlin for whom 
the camp is named. 
 Brad is a past president of 
the Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio and 
he is currently the Treasurer 
General of the General Soci-
ety of the War of 1812. 
 

Compatriot Brad Tilton delivers Memorial Day address 
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Perry’s monument will close for repairs 
 
 
 Perry’s Victory and International Pease Memorial on South Bass Island in 
Lake Erie is scheduled to close for two years starting in August so that the struc-
ture can be revamped. The monument will be reopened in time for the 200th anni-
versary of the War of 1812 and the Battle of Lake Erie. 
 In June 2006, a 500-pounch piece of granite fell from the side of the monu-
ment temporary closing the structure. The monument is a 350-foot tall concert 
column with a granite facing which was completed in 1915. 
 The $7 million project will repair and waterproof the concrete along the monu-
ment’s observation desk. A new drainage system will be installed which will keep 
water from seeping into the concrete. The freezing and thawing of water is caus-
ing cracks in the structure. 
 After the repairs are completed to the observation deck and to the column then 
repairs to the entrance and rotunda will be started. The funds for the project have 
come from the stimulus package which was given to the National Park Service. 
 It is estimated the 200,000 people visit the memorial each year. The park hosts 
a number of events during the summer and it is the biggest attraction in the Lake 
Erie islands. The park and the visitor’s center will remain open during the repairs. 

Ohio Society to host two grave markings 
 The Ohio Society will be sponsoring two grave 
markings this summer. The first ceremony will be held 
on 15 August 2009 near St. Marys, Ohio. This event 
will honor Bennett W. Langley from the War of 1812 
and two Civil War soldiers, Joseph L. McCoy and An-
drew J. Lynch. 
 Details are yet to be finalized but Civil War re-
enactors have been invited to attend. The ceremony will 
be ‘low-key’ since the cemetery is small and it is on 
private land. Steve Martin, from Michigan, is a descen-
dant of Joseph McCoy, requested the grave marking. He 
has already procured government headstones for these 
veterans. He is also a Civil War re-enactor and he is 
trying to organize a rifle squad. 
 More details will be given out at the July meetings 
and a map to the ceremony will be provided. 
 The planning for the second grave marking is now 
totally out-of-control and it will be the “event” of the 
year. On 19 September 2009, we will be honoring two 
veterans from the War of 1812 and one veteran from the 
Civil War. 
 Brothers, Jacob and Daniel Storts, served in the War 
of 1812 while Jacob’s son, Jacob, served in the Civil 
War. The brother’s father, Jacob Storts, served in the 
Revolutionary War and his daughter, Mariah Storts Al-
len, has the distinction of being Ohio’s last surviving 
daughter of a Revolutionary War soldier. 

 The grave marking will occur at the Bear Run 
Cemetery outside of New Lexington in Perry County. 
Keith Kaufman, a descendant of the Storts, has done 
most of the organizing. He is the president of the Hock-
ing Valley Chapter of the SAR and a Revolutionary 
War re-enactor. 
 The headstones of these veterans are in good shape 
and we have procured War of 1812 and Civil War flag 
markers for the graves from the Perry County Veterans 
Service Office. The commissioner of the office, Judy 
Mears, has been invited to speak at the ceremony. 
     Kaufman has invited Revolutionary War and Civil 
War re-enactors, the New Lexington American Legion, 
a Revolutionary War artillery unit and a Fife & Drum 
Corps. Two bagpipers have agreed to participate and we 
are still looking for a bugler. 
 There maybe a reception immediately following the 
ceremony at a near by pavilion. Kaufman is still trying 
to arrange a camp out for the re-enactors. Again, most 
details have not been finalized. Maps and details will be 
available at the July meeting. 
 Kaufman’s cousin, Larry Holcomb from Circleville, 
Ohio, originally requested this grave marking and he 
personally attend the Annual Meeting of the Ohio Soci-
ety in April. He has also been helping with the planning 
of this event. 
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 This past September 6th, the Ohio 
Historical Society, the Perrysburg Area 
Historical Museum, and the American 
Civil War Museum of Ohio, marked 
the 100th Anniversary of the monument 
at Fort Meigs in Perrysburg, Ohio. 
 This daylong event included U.S. 
and British War of 1812 re-enactors 
plus other re-enactors who portrayed 
civilians, Native Americans, and 
American Civil War soldiers. There 
were demonstrations on firing muskets, 
rifles, and cannons. Military camps 
were open for touring and medical dis-
plays allowed visitors to compare and 
contrast army medicine between the 
two wars. Civilians re-enactors pro-
vided hands-on activities, such as pe-
riod games and laundry. 
 A re-dedication ceremony took 
place at 1 p.m. to mark the anniversary 
of the monument and honor the men 
and women from both sides of the con-
flict who fought at Fort Meigs.  

Fort Meigs monument celebrated 100th anniversary 

Society is strapped for funds after its state budget was 
cut by 40 percent. It doesn’t have the funds to repair the 
damage. 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has been con-
tacted as a possible solution to this problem. The Corps 
is permitted under the 1946 Flood Control Act to pro-
vide emergency stream bank and shoreline protection, 
but, a sponsor is needed to pay for 35 percent of the 
cost of the repairs. A sponsor would be a city, a county 
or a state government. Both Auglaize County and the 
State of Ohio lack the funds for this project. 
 State representative are working on a bill in Colum-
bus in order to release state funds for this project. 

Re-enactors of the 41st Regiment of Foot from Canada at the Fort 
Meigs Monument 

     The Auglaize River in western Ohio is undermining 
the west bank of the river which is now threatening the 
Fort Amanda cemetery. The cemetery contains the re-
mains of 75 soldiers from the War of 1812. Fifteen of 
the graves are now within twenty feet of the river bank. 
The pathway, once separating the river bank and the 
cemetery, is now closed. 
 The fort was built in the fall of 1812 by Kentucky 
troops as a supply deport on one of the routes between 
Cincinnati and Fort Detroit. The Ohio militia doubled 
the size of the fort during the following year. 
 The site of the fort and the cemetery is now a state 
park controlled by the Ohio  Historical  Society.  The   

the re-constructed  fort where the  original fort was built 
by Major General William Henry Harrison in early 
1813. The 10-acre log enclosure has seven blockhouses 
and five artillery emplacements. The fort withstood two 
assaults by the British Army, once in May 1813 and the 
second in July. It was the largest wooden fort built dur-
ing the War of 1812. 

Soldiers from the War of 1812 are facing a modern-day battle 

     The ceremony included remarks by U.S. Representa-
tive Marcy Kaptur, State Senator Mark Wagoner, and 
Perrysburg Mayor Nelson Evans. Bill Laidlaw, execu-
tive director of the Ohio Historical Society, provided 
opening remarks. The ceremony ended with the laying 
of wreaths and a musket salute by the military re-
enactors. 
    The 81-foot granite monument stands in the center of  
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Captain James Sloan’s Company 

Cincinnati Light Dragoons, Colonel Duval 
From 1 July to 30 September 1812 

James Taylor, Paymaster 
(Hamilton County) 

Captain James Sloan Lieutenant Christopher Walker Cornet William Waring 

Sergeant Daniel Walker Sergeant Samuel Littel Sergeant Thomas Carter 

Sergeant Charles Hasson Corporal Moses Robinson Corporal Elijah Carter 

Corporal James McCauley Corporal Henry Luster Trumpeter David Wilson 

      

Privates     

Allen, Robert Kauts, David Ridde, William 

Avery, Samuel Kelsimer, Francis Saunders, William 

Boteler, Edward S. King, Thomas D. Sayre, Annanias 

Campbell, David Lofleud, William Scogins, Joel 

Case Lewis H. McCauley, Nicholas Shane, John 

Emiley, James (died) McFerrau, John (died) Spiers, James H. 

Gilliard, James M. Misuer, Demarcus Stall, George W. 

Haine, Daniel S. Petatt, Thomas Stewart, John 

Hasson, William Pierson, John Wall, William 

Hatton, William (killed 8 Aug) Preston, Patrick Williams, Benjamin 

Hole, Samuel Pugh, Joseph Williamson, George 

    Woolf, John 

Muster Rolls Arranged Alphabetically by the Commanding Officer’s Surname, MSS 660, Container 2, Folder 5, P-S - Militia Rosters, West-
ern Reserve Historical Society, Reference Division, Cleveland, OH. 

 The Cincinnati Light Dragoons Company, under the command of Captain James Sloan, was activated for military 
duty on 1 July 1812 to serve with the Army of the Northwest under Brigadier General William Hull. Captain Sloan’s 
company was assigned to the 2nd Ohio Regiment under the command of Colonel James Findley. 
 The Army of the Northwest, consisting of the 4th Regiment of U.S. Infantry and the 1st Ohio Volunteer Brigade, 
had been formed at Urbana, Ohio, in the spring of 1812 and had marched to Fort Detroit in the Territory of Michi-
gan. On 16 August 1812, General Hull surrendered to the British without a fight. The army became prisoners of war 
with the 4th Infantry being sent to Montreal and Quebec to be interned in POW camps while the Ohio militia was 
paroled and sent home. 
 Light dragoons were light cavalry units, which patrolled ahead of an army gathering intelligence about the en-
emy. They could fight and skirmish with the enemy when they had to. They were also used to escort dignitaries and 
generals, and they delivered military dispatches. 
 The roster of this cavalry company is missing from the Roster of Ohio Soldiers in the War of 1812; however, a 
copy of the roster is located at the research library of the Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland, Ohio. 
 This roster shows that two men had died while serving at Fort Detroit while another soldier was killed on duty. 
This type of information is not found in the Roster of Ohio Soldiers in the War of 1812. 

Captain Sloan’s light dragoons company served at Fort Detroit 


