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Three Storts family veterans honored in a 
grave marking ceremony in Perry County 
 A truly remarkable grave marking occurred on Sat-
urday, September 19th in Perry County, Ohio, as three 
veterans were honored by a gathering of men and 
women from various patriotic societies plus family 
members and the general public. Well over 100 persons 
attended this event at the Bear Run Cemetery near New 
Lexington. 
 Jacob Storts and Daniel Stotts, brothers and veterans 
of the War of 1812, plus Daniel’s son, Jacob Storts, a 
veteran of the Civil War, were honored with veterans 
markers and flags. Jacob and Daniel’s father, John 
Jacob Storts was a veteran of the Revolutionary War. 
One of John Jacob’s daughters was the last surviving 
true daughter of a Revolutionary War veteran in the 
State of Ohio. 
 President Eric Johnson of the Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio served as the master of cere-
monies while Keith Kaufman organized this event. 
Kaufman is the president of the Hocking Valley Chap-
ter of the Ohio Society SAR. 
 Kaufman was able to bring together members of the 
National Society Sons of the American Revolution, the 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, the General Society of the War of 1812, the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War, the Sons of Veter-
ans Reserve, and the American Legion. 
 The Revolutionary War honor guard and the Ameri-
can Legion Post 188 rifle team were led by a bagpiper 
into the cemetery and the colors were posted. 
 The National Anthem was sung by Miss Elizabeth 
Baker of the DAR while the Pledge of Allegiance was 
led by Dr. Robert Bartholomew of the General Society 
of the War of 1812. The Rev. Dr. George Fry gave both 
the Invocation and later the Benediction. The Benedic-
tion was given in both German and English. Rev. Fry is 
Chaplain General of the General Society of the War of 
1812. 
 Larry Holcomb, a descendant of the Storts and a 
member of the General Society of the War of 1812 plus 
his cousin Keith Kaufman introduced the  family  mem- 

Bagpiper Jordan Irwin plays “Amazing Grace” in front of 
the Revolutionary War honor guard. Another piper, 
Alexander Smith, opened and then closed the grave 
marking event. 

bers who were present. Family members from as far 
away as Colorado and Florida were in attendance. 
 Speeches were given by Tony Robinson, the Presi-
dent of the Ohio Society of the SAR, Judy Mears, the 
commissioner of the Perry County Veterans Service, 
and Miss Elizabeth Baker of the DAR. 
 President Johnson unveiled the two markers for the 
War of 1812  veterans  and placed  a flag in each  of the  
 

Continued on Page 24 
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Ohio Society of the War of 1812 Officers 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to 
any compatriot in a PDF format instead of 
having the newsletter mailed as it has been 
in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-
mail, please contact the editor and the news-
letter will be e-mailed to you in the future. 

The Lake Erie Ledger 
 

Published three times a year by the 
Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
Eric E. Johnson, Editor 
377 Nantucket Drive 
Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
(440) 933-5434 
cen03214@centurytel.net 
 

President — Eric E. Johnson 
Editor, The Lake Erie Ledger 
 377 Nantucket Drive 
 Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
 (440) 933-5434       
 cen03214@centurytel.net 
 
Vice President — Rev. C. George Fry 
Chaplain 
 158 West Union Street 
 Circleville, OH 43113-1965 
 (740) 474-8445 
 
Secretary — Open 
 
Treasurer — E. Paul Morehouse, Jr.  
 27 Casterton Avenue 
 Akron, OH 44303-1001 
 (330) 434-3281         
 epm1812@neo.rr.com 
 
Vice President General for Ohio 
Surgeon General — Dr. Robert E. Bartholomew 
 P.O. Box 702 
 Sandusky, OH 44870-5910 
 (419) 626-9861     
 rbartolme@bex.net 
 
Graves Registration — Robert E. Grim 
 5367 State Road 72 South 
 Sabina, OH 45169-9425 
 (937) 584-4622 
     robertgrim@dragonbbs.com 
 
Immediate Past President — Rev. C. George Fry 
 158 West Union Street 
 Circleville, OH 43113-1965 
 (740) 474-8445 
 
Marshal —  Open 

Meeting Dates for 2009 
 

October 17 — Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

Info Tech Chairman —  Craig V. Fisher 
 5545 Woodridge Drive 
 Toledo, OH 43623-1061 
 (419)-882-5841 
     cfisher@buckeye-express.com 
 
Judge Advocate — William E. Huber II 
 P.O. Box 298 
 St. Mary’s, OH 45885-0298 
     billbobb@bright.net 
 
Historian — John H. Smith 
 705 Bentwood Drive 
 Lima, OH 45805-3001 
 jhsmith@wcoilk.com 
 
Chaplain — Rev. C. George Fry 
 158 West Union Street 
 Circleville, OH 43113-1965 
 (740) 474-8445 
 
Registrar/Genealogist—Bradley A. Tilton 
 161 N McElroy Road 
 Mansfield, OH 44905-2911 
 419-589-3140  
 batilton@oh.net 

The Awards Committee 
 

 The Awards Committee is accepting nominations for 
the Distinguished Service Awards and the Meritorious 
Service Awards for outstanding members. 
 Nominations can be given to Compatriots Brad 
Tilton, Bob Grim or Eric Johnson. See the article in the 
April 2006 issue for details. 
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President’s Message                       Eric E. Johnson 

Welcome new members 
 

172—Larry Nial Holcomb 
173—John Kenneth Wilson, Jr. 

 A lot has happened over the summer months 
relating to the Ohio Society’s War of 1812 activi-
ties and this will only increase as we get nearer to 
the Bicentennial of the War of 1812. There is now 
and there will be plenty of work for compatriots to 
volunteer to help organize and to participate in 
these activities. 
 We will be asked to conduct more and more 
grave markings. There will also be activities at the 
state, the city and the county levels which will 
honor the War of 1812 veterans. We need to par-
ticipate in as many activities as we can. We have 
members from all over this state. Don’t pass up an 
opportunity to participate in a Bicentennial activity 
in which you can represent the Ohio Society. 
 Those compatriots of the Ohio Society who live 
in other states will find the same situation. Volun-
teer and participate in your local area’s activities in 
support of the Bicentennial. 
 We have had two very successful grave mark-
ings this summer, one near St. Marys and the other 
near New Lexington. We honored three veterans 
from the War of 1812 and three veterans from the 
Civil War. 
 It was nice to see some of our compatriots at-
tending these events and I know more of our mem-
bers could have attended. It was also very nice to 
have worked with members of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, Daughters of the American 
Revolution,  the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War and the American Legion who helped us 
with these grave markings. 
 I want to thank the Ohio Society’s compatriots 
who attended and who helped in these grave mark-
ings. They were Robert Bartholomew, George Fry, 
Larry Holcomb, Robert Grim, John Smith, and 
William Huber. Hopefully, I haven’t missed any 
one. 
 We need to have more cooperation with the 
other societies plus the National Society Daughters 
War of 1812. We are not only having a bicenten-
nial in 2012 but during the next few years we will 
be having the sesquicentennial anniversary of the 
Civil War in 2011 and centennial anniversary of 
World War I in 2017. These are all very big events 
and we can be a part of them. Please volunteer and 
help where you can. 

 Currently I am working with a Daughter from 
Georgia who wants to have a grave marking next 
spring for an ancestor who served at Fort Meigs 
during the War of 1812. He is buried in the Fort 
Meigs Union Cemetery in Perrysburg, Ohio. We 
will be working with the Daughters on this grave 
marking. 
 I have been working with Compatriot Craig 
Fisher, our webmaster, in redesigning our website. 
I have designed a new banner for the site and we 
will be reorganizing  the web pages.  There will be 
separate pages for links, articles, officers list, etc. 
Fisher will also be making the website more user 
friendly. Hopefully, he will have this project com-
pleted during the winter months. 
 Since moving the website to our new web pro-
vider, I have been contacting the various websites 
which have had a link to ours, informing them of 
our new URL address. If in your travels on the 
Internet you come across a website which has our 
link and it does not work, please drop me a line and 
I will contact this website and get it fixed. 
    Our 4th Annual Research Day was the best yet. 
We helped two potential members with their appli-
cations and a number of the wives attended in or-
der to do family research. We had a very good 
turnout and a very good meeting. 
 Having the meeting in Mansfield, Ohio, once a 
year does give our northern Ohio Compatriots a 
better chance of attending at least one of our meet-
ings each year. From Mansfield to Lafayette in 
Madison County is an hour’s drive so by having a 
meeting in Mansfield we knock off two hours of 
driving time for you. The Red Brick Tavern in La-
fayette is our traditional meeting site. 
 If you haven’t been to the Ohio Genealogical 
Society’s library in Mansfield, you are missing a 
very good opportunity to do family research. The 
meeting only lasts around two hours so you will 
have plenty of time to hit the books and the micro-
films. And besides, you are a special guest and you 
will get in free if you are not a member of OGS. 
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Minutes of the 2009 annual meeting            Paul Morehouse  

 The Annual Meeting of the Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio was called to order by Presi-
dent Eric Johnson at 12:08 p.m., 18 April 2009, at the 
Red Brick Tavern in Lafayette, Ohio. The guests for 
this meeting were Amy Fry, Larry Holcomb, Ted 
Minier, Dave & Diane Allison, Hall Worthington and 
King Barnes. 
 Rev. George Fry gave the invocation in which he 
honored the memory of the deceased compatriots who 
have died in the previous year. They were John Brock-
way, Scott Baker, and Kirby Bauman. 
 Dr. Robert Bartholomew led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. The minutes of the October 2008 meeting were 
read and accepted. The meeting’s agenda was adopted. 
 The President General of the Society of the War of 
1812, Hall Worthington, addressed the membership. He 
apologized for the absence of Dan Brooke, the past 
President General, who had planned to attend the Ohio 
Society’s Annual Meeting. President Hall then revealed 
the plans for the 2011 Triennial Convention, which is 
scheduled to be held in Charleston, South Carolina. The 
2014 Triennial Convention will be held in Baltimore, 
Maryland.  
 President Hall finished his address by stating that the 
General Society is looking for a new home for the Gen-
eral Society’s archives. The archives are currently being 
held at the Lancaster Historical Society in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. Paul Morehouse, who is also the presi-
dent of the Ohio Genealogical Society, mentioned that 
the OGS has offered to house the General Society’s ar-
chives. 
 President Johnson gave his annual report in which 
he stated that half of the Lake Erie Ledgers are now 
being sent by email. He also briefed the membership on 
the two upcoming grave markings. 
 Vice President and Chaplain George Fry distributed 
his annual report to the compatriots at the meeting. 
Treasurer Morehouse presented the treasurer’s report. It 
was approved after a motion was given by George Fry 
and seconded by Bob Bartholomew. 
 The Registrar-Genealogist, Brad Tilton, read the 
membership application of Ted Minier and then  made a 
motion to accept Minier for membership. The motion 
was seconded by Bob Bartholomew and it was passed 
by the compatriots present. Minier is receiving the State 
Society Number 171. 
 The Surgeon General Dr. Robert Bartholomew 
spoke on the history of the Singing Rock and on the 
importance of receiving flu vaccines. 
 Paul Morehouse gave his publication chair report in 
which he stated that Scott Baker’s brother, John, has 
still not been able to retrieve the  next  POW  book  that 

his brother was working on from Scott’s computers. 
 He also reported that the new Webmaster, Craig 
Fisher, was having problems getting access to the web-
site once maintained by Scott Baker. President Johnson 
said that he will contact the web provider in order to 
solve this issue. 
 Under old business, Brad Tilton said that he found a 
person who could make two gavels for the Ohio Society 
using the wood from the original War of 1812 block-
house in Mansfield, Ohio. 
 President Johnson displayed a copy of the Register 
and Roster of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State 

of Ohio, which he is preparing for the bicentennial. 
 Under new business, President Johnson read the pro-
posed changes to the Ohio Society’s constitution, which 
lowers the membership age to 18. Paul Morehouse 
moved to accept the changes while George Fry sec-
onded the motion. The motion passed. 
 President Johnson presented plans for two grave 
markings, one at St. Mary’s, Ohio, and the other at New 
Lexington, Ohio, honoring both veterans from the War 
of 1812 and the Civil War. Morehouse made the motion 
to accept these plans while Bartholomew seconded the 
motion. The motion passed. 
 President Johnson will be working with Steve Mar-
tin from Michigan on the grave marking ceremony at 
St. Mary’s and he will be working with Larry Holcomb 
and Keith Kaufman on the ceremony at New Lexington. 
 President Johnson gave a report on the POW book 
project, which had been started by Scott Baker. Three 
books were published by Baker and he was working on 
another when he died. Johnson surveyed the POW mi-
crofilms and it appears that Baker was half way through 
the project. A champion is needed to finish this project 
and to publish the remaining books. 
 Brad Tilton made a motion to give $125 to pay for a 
brick at the Ohio Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Clin-
ton, Ohio. The brick would have the name of the Ohio 
Society on it. Bob Bartholomew seconded the motion 
and it was passed. 
 President Johnson mentioned that we need to con-
tribute $150 for the book fund to honor those compatri-
ots who had died in the previous year. George Fry made 
the motion while Ted Minier seconded it. The motion 
passed. The fund gives the Ohio Genealogical Society 
library funds to purchase War of 1812 books. 
 Paul Morehouse made a motion to adjourn the meet-
ing while Ted Minier seconded the motion. The motion 
passed. 
 
It’s time to pay your 2010 Ohio Society dues 
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Minutes of the 2009 summer meeting            Paul Morehouse  

 The 2009 summer meeting of the Society of the War 
of 1812 in the State of Ohio was called to order by 
President Eric Johnson at 12:05 p.m., 18 July 2009, at 
the Ohio Genealogical Society’s library in Mansfield, 
Ohio. The guests for this meeting were Larry Holcomb, 
Jim Houston, Linda Huber, and Ken & Betty Wilson. 
 Rev. George Fry gave the invocation while Dr. 
Robert Bartholomew led the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
minutes of the 2009 Annual Meeting were read and ac-
cepted. The meeting’s agenda was adopted. 
 President Johnson, in his report, said that the old 
website for the Ohio Society has been taken off the 
Internet by the previous data provider and that Compa-
triot Craig Fisher has now added our website to his 
website. He is now the webmaster. President Johnson 
has notified the other War of 1812 websites that links to 
our website about the URL change of address. The 
president will be working with Compatriot Fisher on 
updating our website. 
 Vice President and Chaplain George Fry once again 
distributed his report to the compatriots at the meeting. 
He regrets on not being able to attend the grave mark-
ings in St. Mary’s, Ohio, but he is looking forward to 
the ceremony in New Lexington, Ohio, in September. 
 Treasurer Morehouse presented the treasurer’s re-
port. It was approved by the compatriots. He also men-
tioned that the 2010 dues can be paid now. 
 Registrar-Genealogist Brad Tilton read the two ap-
plications to be voted on for membership. Tilton moved 
that we accept Larry Nial Holcomb for membership. 
His ancestor was Daniel Stotts. Compatriot Fry sec-
onded the motion and it was passed. Compatriot Hol-
comb received membership number 172. 
 Tilton moved that we accept Kenneth Wilson, Jr., 
for membership. His ancestor was Malory Lancaster. 
Compatriot Morehouse seconded the motion and it was 
passed. Compatriot Wilson received membership num-
ber 173. 
 Judge Advocate Bill Huber said that he filed the 
Certificate of Existence with the State of Ohio for the 
Ohio Society. 
 Paul Morehouse spoke for the Publications Commit-
tee requesting volunteers to continue the work of Scott 
Baker in producing the POW books for the society. Eric 
Johnson volunteered to start the book on the POW’s 
interned at Quebec. 
 Under old business, Brad Tilton briefed the floor on 
the progress of making gavels from the wood of the 
1812 blockhouse at Mansfield. He is still trying to find 
a wood worker who can complete this project. 
 
It’s time to pay your 2010 Ohio Society dues 

     President Johnson outlined the grave marking events 
for Saturday, August 15th, at the Hudson Cemetery in 
Auglaize County, Ohio, and for Saturday, September 
19th, at the Bear Run Cemetery in Perry County, Ohio. 
It is hoped that many members of the Ohio Society will 
be able to attend both events. 
 Under new business, President Johnson suggested 
that we give Compatriot Fisher some compensation for 
developing our new website. Compatriot Fry moved 
that we give up to $50 per year to support the website. 
Morehouse seconded the motion and it was passed. 
 A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Com-
patriot Huber and seconded by Compatriot Fry. It was 
passed and then Compatriot Fry gave the Benediction. 

Robert Malcomson dies at 60 
 
 A noted Canadian historian and author of many 
books on the War of 1812, Robert Malcomson, 
died on 21 July 2009 at St. Catharines, Ontario. 
Malcomson succumbed to a brain tumor at the age 
of 60. He finished his last book, Capital in Flames: 
The American Attack on York 1813, while he was 
in his hospital bed. 
 He also wrote The Battle of Queenston Heights, 
Burying General Brock: A History of Brock's 

Monuments, Fighting for Canada Seven Battles, 
1758-1945 (with Donald E. Graves and John R. 
Grodzinski), Historical Dictionary of the War of 
1812, HMS Detroit: The Battle for Lake Erie (with 
Thomas Malcomson), Lords of the Lake: The Na-
val War on Lake Ontario, 1812-1814, Nella Last's 
Peace: The Post-war Diaries of Housewife 49, A 
Very Brilliant Affair: The Battle of Queenston 

Heights, 1812, Warships of the Great Lakes, 1754-
1834, and Sailors of 1812: Memoirs and Letters of 
Naval Officers on Lake Ontario. 
 I had the pleasure of working with Robert on his 
Historical Dictionary of the War of 1812. I was 
able to provide material on the U.S. Army and the 
militia to which he did not have access. I read a 
number of his books and found that although he 
wrote from “the other side,” he wrote with fairness, 
he wrote with professionalism, and he wrote from 
the heart. He was a true historian and he will be 
missed. 
 
Eric E. Johnson 
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Photos from the 2009 Annual Meeting 

Left to right: George & Amy Fry; new members Ted Minier and Larry Holcomb; and Dave & Diane Allison 

General Society’s general officers from left to right: Chaplain General C. George Fry; Marshall General W. 
King Barnes, Jr., of Maryland;  Vice President General for Ohio Robert E. Bartholomew, MD; Vice Presi-
dent General for Publications Eric E. Johnson; President General M. Hall Worthington, Jr., of Maryland; 
Treasurer General Bradley A. Tilton; and Secretary General E. Paul Morehouse. 
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 One of the most obscure battles of the War of 
1812 was the Battle of Marblehead Peninsula, 
which was fought in northern Ohio on 29 Septem-
ber 1812. This battle involved a composite com-
pany of 72 Ohio militiamen and an Indian war 
party of approximately 130 braves. This battle oc-
curred in what is now Danbury Township in Ot-
tawa County on the Marblehead Peninsula. 
 After the fall of Fort Detroit on 16 August 1812 
the frontier of Ohio was wide open for invasion. 
Ohio’s governor called out the militia to defend the 
state. He ordered the Fourth Division, under the 
command of Major General Elijah Wadsworth, to 
head west from northeastern Ohio to the frontier 
areas along Lake Erie. 
 The general ordered to duty a militia brigade 
under the command of Brigadier General Simon 
Perkins. General Perkins’ forces constructed Camp 
Avery, north of the present day village of Milan in 
Erie County. Approximately four hundred men 
were stationed at this camp during September. It is 
estimated that there were 225 inhabitants in this 
area at the start of the war. Many of these residents 
had fled east to the more protected settlements in 
Cuyahoga County. 
 On the evening of 28 September 1812, a messenger 
arrived at Camp Avery who said that the Indians were 
ransacking the settlements on the Marblehead Penin-
sula. 

Captain Joshua T. Cotton volunteered to lead a com-
pany of militiamen made up of volunteers from five of 
the militia companies that were stationed at Camp 
Avery. By the next morning, the company had reached 
the peninsula and for the next twelve hours they en-
gaged the Indians in two major skirmishes between 
Johnson’s Island, on the south side of the peninsula, and 
an inlet named called Two Harbors on the north side of 
the peninsula. 
 Killed in the two skirmishes were militiamen James 
S. Bills, Daniel Mingus, Simon Blackman, Matthew 
Guy, Abraham Simons and two civilians, Valentine 
Ramsdall and Alexander Mason. Wounded were Jacob 
Frank, James Jack, Moses Eldred, Elias Spoony, Sam-
uel B. Turner, John Carlton, Samuel Mann, John 
McMahon and one civilian, a Mr. Lee.  After the war 
Captain Cotton learned from an Indian chief at Detroit 
that 40 Indians had been killed in this battle. 

 This battle had all of the elements of a good 
Errol Flynn movie. The initial encounter with the 
Indians  occurred  on  Sandusky  Bay when  part of  

Ohio’s first battle in the War of 1812 occurred at Marblehead Peninsula 

Captain Cotton’s command was chased in canoes 
by musket-firing Indians. The first skirmish was 
actually an ambush from which Captain Cotton and 
his company fled. The second skirmish was again 
an ambush but this time Captain Cotton and his 
men stood their ground. They repulsed a number of 
Indian attacks by conducting counter bayonet 
charges which ended in hand-to-hand fighting. Fi-
nally, on the south side of the peninsula across 
from Johnson’s Island, Captain Cotton split his 
forces sending the wounded men, under the protec-
tion of a squad of militiamen, back to Camp Avery 
while he and the rest of his men barricaded them-
selves in a log cabin. They continued to fight off 
the Indians for two more days until help arrived. 
This ended the First Battle in Ohio during the War 
of 1812. 
 A stone monument was erected in 1857 near the 
site where Mingus, Simmons and Mason had died 
during the second skirmish. The United States 
Daughters of the War of 1812 had placed a plaque 
upon this monument in 1913. Another monument 
has been placed beside the original monument and 
this stone lists the names of the two militia men 
who were killed on September 15th and the six men 
killed on September 29th. The monuments are on 
the south side of the Marblehead Peninsula across 
from Johnson’s Island along State Route 163 in a 
small park honoring this battle. 
 
Eric E. Johnson        

Battle monuments on Marblehead Peninsula 
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Roll of Captain Nicholas Shaver’s Rifle Company 

For the defense of the frontier, 2nd regiment 
From 20 August to 27 September, 1812 

(Licking County) 
 

 
Muster Rolls Arranged Alphabetically by the Commanding Officer’s Surname, MSS 660, Container 2, Folder 5, P-S - Militia Rosters, Western 
Reserve Historical Society, Reference Division, Cleveland, OH.  

Captain Nicholas Shaver Lieutenant John Switzer Ensign George Waggoner 

Sergeant John Arput Sergeant Elisha L. Bonham Sergeant George Black 

Sergeant William Vance     

      
Privates     

Armstrong, George Gaylor, William Parr, Samuel 

Beard, John Jr. Gizer, Anthony Rathbone, Gideon 

Beard, Joseph Harter, George Rees, Thomas 

Brewer, Peter Horkinson, John Ruble, Abraham 

Carsin, Isaac Horksinson, Andrew Rush, Jacob 

Dispenny, George Kite, Michael Sutton, Levi 

Edgell, Daniel McInturf, John Switzer, Frederick 

English, George Miers, Lewis Switzer, Jacob 

Foulk, Jacob Nehen, Adam Trout, Nicholas 

Gaylor, Daniel Orput, Richard Trumbo, Andrew 

 After the fall of Fort Detroit on 16 August 1812, four companies of militia from Coshocton County’s 
2nd militia regiment were ordered to Mount Vernon in Knox County, Ohio, to defend the settlers of this 
county from Indian attacks. The militia was under the command of Major Charles Miller. 
 A company of riflemen, under the command of Captain Nicholas Shaver from Licking County, was or-
dered to join the detachment from Coshocton County. 
 This detachment built blockhouses in all of the settled areas of this frontier county and they patrolled 
the northern and western borders of Knox County looking for Indian signs. 
 The militia roster of Captain Nicholas Shaver’s company is missing from the Roster of Ohio Soldiers in the War 
of 1812. A copy of this militia roster can be found in the archives of the Western Reserve Historical Society’s library 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Captain Shaver’s company protected Knox County 

John Tyler command a company during the War of 1812  
 

     John Tyler, the tenth President of the United States, served as a captain 
during the War of 1812. Tyler commanded a company of the Second Corps 
D’Elite, Virginia Militia, which was under the commanded of Colonel Moses 
Green. The company served from 4 September to 11 October 1814 at Camp 
Charles City Courthouse. 
 Tyler will be honored this year on a dollar coin as part of the United 
States Mint’s President $1 Series. He is the first president to obtain office by 
way of succession after President William Henry Harrison died in office. 



 

 

 The Smithsonian’s National Museum of American 
History recently reopened its doors to the public on 21 
November 2008 after a major $85 million renovation 
project was completed. As part of this project, the re-
nowned flag, the Star-Spangled Banner from the Battle 
of Fort McHenry, was restored. 
 The museum arranged to have a custom-designed 
display case constructed for this national treasure. The 
flag is now contained in this case which was built by 
the Tomco Metal Fabricating, Inc., of Cleveland, Ohio. 
 On 20 July 2009, the Western Reserve Society of the 
Sons of the American Revolution presented their “Flag 
Certificate” to the Tomco staff. Presenting this award 
was Ted Minier, the president of the Western Reserve 
Society and Charles D. Richards, the flag chairman. 
Minier is also a member of the Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio. 
 The award was presented to Ivo Tambazzi, Founder 
& CEO; Louis Tambazzi, President; Frank Tombazzi, 
Executive Vice President; and Kirk Rowe, Project Man-
ager. 
 During the 2008 Triennial Convention in Baltimore, 
Maryland, the compatriots of the General Society of the 
War of 1812 visited the flag on its last day of restora-
tion. The flag is once again the centerpiece for the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Second from the left is Frank Tombazzi, Executive VP, fourth is Ted Minier, President WRSSAR, sixth is Louis Tam-
bazzi, President, seventh is Ivo Tambazzi, Founder & CEO, tenth is Kirk Rowe, Project Manager and eleventh is 
Charles D. Richards, WRSSAR Flag Chairman. The remaining men are unidentified and are probably the men who 
constructed the display case. 
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Ohio company frames the Star-Spangled Banner 

Blankets for the dead 
 
     Captain Wilson Elliott’s company of the 19th Regi-
ment of U.S. Infantry participated in the Mississineway 
Expedition under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
John B. Campbell during the War of 1812. This regi-
ment was raised in Ohio during the war and the regi-
ment enlisted Ohioans from all corners of the state. 
Captain Elliott’s company fought at the Battle of Mis-
sissineway River, Territory of Indiana, on 17-18 De-
cember 1812. 
      After returning to Ohio the soldiers were re-issued 
clothing that was worn out or had been lost during the 
expedition. The clothing report of 25 January 1813 
showed that seven soldiers were re-issued blankets be-
cause these men had given up their blankets after the 
battle so that the dead could be covered and buried in 
them. 
     This was a very significant act of humanity since 
most of the 650 men who participated in the expedition 
had returned to Ohio suffering from frostbite and winter 
related illnesses. These men were Privates Thomas 
Cavalu (sic), William Lysle, John Leonard, John Hall, 
John Shaw, Joel Thurman and Charles W. Hide. 



 

 

 Three veterans from 
two wars were honored 
with a grave marking on 
15 August 2009 near St. 
Marys, Ohio, by the Soci-
ety of the War of 1812 in 
the State of Ohio. The 
three men are buried in the 
Hudson Cemetery which is 
now located on a private 
farm owned by Don 
Prueter. 
 The first veteran who 
was honored was Private 
Bennett W. Langley who 
served in Captain Charles 
Hilliard’s Company, Ohio 
Militia, during the War of Storts grave markings from Page 1 

 
holders. He then read a short history on the military ser-
vice of each of the veterans. Each event was followed 
by the playing as a patriotic song by a flutist from the 
DAR and then a canon firing by the First Mad River 
Light Artillery Company. 
 Robert Grim, the Commanding General of the Sons 
of Veterans Reserve and a member of the General Soci-
ety of the War of 1812 unveiled the marker for the Civil 
War veteran and he placed the flag in its holder. Grim 
gave a history of Jacob Storts military service during 
the Civil War. This event was also followed by a patri-
otic song and a canon firing. Grim wore his uniform as 
a brigadier general from the Civil War. 
 Wreaths were laid by family members, the SAR and 
the DAR. This was followed by a bagpiper who played 
“Amazing Grace.” 
 For the grand finale, the SAR’s honor guard gave a 
three-round musket salute. This was followed by a 21-
gun salute from the American Legion rifle team. Robert 
Thompson, a World War II veteran and a member of 
the American Legion played taps. 
 The First Mad River Light Artillery Company fired 
their cannon in a three-round salute. This was followed 
by the ringing of church bells from the valley below the 
cemetery from the New Lexington Free Will Baptist 
Church. 
 The colors were retired and the honor guard & rifle 
team were led out of the cemetery by the bagpiper. A 
reception and chicken diner was held in a nearby picnic 
shelter. This event was opened to the public. The grave 
markings were covered by both a local newspaper and 
television station. 
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band Bill. John Smith had brought along his son, Colo-
nel John S. Smith, U.S. Army. The colonel was on 
leave having recently been assigned as an English in-
structor at West Point and he was heading to his new 
duty station at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. He was wear-
ing his army uniform. 
     Dr. Bartholomew wore the uniform of a major in the 
Medical Corps during the Civil War. He was honoring 
his ancestor. 
 Also in attendance were Don Prueter and his son and 
daughter-in-law, Scott and Kim Prueter; Travis Kuen-
ning, caretaker, and Josh Hough, assistant caretaker, of 
the Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys Township. There 
were approximately 25 persons attending this grave 
marking. 

1812. Langley served his tour of duty from 22 February 
to 21 August 1813. 
     The next two veterans both served during the Civil 
War and both died of disease. They were originally bur-
ied in military cemeteries but the families had their bod-
ies returned home for reburial. 
 Private Joseph L. McCoy served in Company K of 
the 99th Ohio Volunteer Infantry from 8 August to 22 
October 1862 while Private Andrew J. Lynch served in 
Company H of the 191st Ohio Volunteer Infantry from 
13 February to 12 April 1965. 
 Compatriots Dr. Robert Bartholomew led the atten-
dees in the Pledge of Allegiance while William Huber 
read both the Invocation and later the Benediction. Both 
prayers had been written by Chaplain George Fry who 
was not able to attend. 
 President Eric Johnson read a short biography of 
each of the veterans and he later read the dedication of 
the tombstones. Also in attendance from the Ohio Soci-
ety was John Smith along with his wife Carla who is a 
member of the US Daughters of 1812. 
 Steve Martin of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan 
was the person organizing this event. He received per-
mission from the property owner for this dedication 
plus he ordered and set the government tombstones and 
flag markers. Martin wore the uniform of his great 
granduncle Joseph McCoy. He is a Civil War re-enactor 
and he gave a rifle salute to the three veterans. With 
Martin were his parents, Dwayne and Pat (McCoy) 
Martin, also of Michigan. 
 Guests included President Gloria Fast of the Jacob 
Stemple Chapter of the Ohio State Society, National 
Society  United  States  Daughters of 1812, and her hus- 

Bennett W. Langley 


