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How many men served during the War of 1812? 

By Eric E. Johnson 
 
 One of the questions that always comes up when 
discussing the War of 1812 is how many men served in 
the U.S. Army and the militia during this conflict. 
 Ancestry.com has a CD containing the index of mili-
tiamen who are listed on the muster rolls from this war 
and it claims that there are approximately 580,000 ser-
vice records. This represents 580,000 possible militia-
men. The actual records are stored at the National Ar-
chives in Washington, D.C. 
 This number of records does not represent the total 
number of men who served in the militia. Many men 
served more that once so they would have multiple ser-
vice records at the archives. These records also contain 
the names of the men who were drafted and who found 
a substitute to take their places. Eliminating the extra 
records of the men who served more than once and 
those who found substitutes could probably knock off a 
couple hundred thousand records. 
 One way to determine the number of men who 
served in the War of 1812 can be found in the three acts 
of Congress which authorized the call up of militia 
forces and the funding of these troops. 
 Congress created the United States Volunteer Corps 

under the Act of 6 February 1812. This corps was 
made up of militiamen who would serve a one-year 

enlistment with the U.S. Army. These volunteer militia-
men were totally under federal control and they did not 
report to any state or territorial militia organization. The 
president had the power to accept 50,000 militiamen 
into this corps. The Volunteer Corps lasted for two 
years and the remaining men after those two years were 
given the chance to re-enlist in the army as part of the 
45th through 48th Regiments of U.S. Infantry. 
 The second Congressional Act was passed on 10 
April 1812 and it authorized the call up militia units 
based upon a quota of men from each state and territory 
not to exceed 100,000 militiamen. These militia units 
were raised by the states and territories and these gov-
ernments  had  limited  control  over their militia. These  

militiamen, by law, could serve up to six months with 
the army.  
 The final bill, entitled the Apportionment of a De-
tachment of 80,000 Militia, was passed on 12 Novem-
ber 1814. This act replaced the previous act, which au-
thorized the President to call up 100,000 militiamen for 
service with the army and which had a two-year limita-
tion. 
 The total number of men authorized by the three acts 
shows that Congress would only pay the salaries of 
230,000 militiamen who were called to duty throughout 
the entire war. This number seems very low but it may 
be closer to the actual figure for those that served. 
 The Military Policy of the United States by Emory 
Upton contains the year by year strength reports for the 
army and the militia during the War of 1812. These re-
cords were consolidated from the militia and military 
records obtained from the War Department, the Audi-
tor’s Office and the Pension Office. 
 The regulars, as the book calls the men who served 
in the army, totaled 56,032 men who were commis-
sioned or who enlisted in the army. This total also in-
cludes the approximately 5,000 sailors and marines who 
served with the army. The figure leaves out the 3,049 
who served with the rangers. The rangers were a part of 
the army but were listed separately in these strength 
reports. Adding two the total number of men plus the 
rangers and subtracting the naval personnel leaves 
54,081 men who served in the army. 
 

Continued on page 5 
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Ohio Society of the War of 1812 Officers 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to 
any compatriot in a PDF format instead of 
having the newsletter mailed as it has been 
in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-
mail, please contact the editor and the news-
letter will be e-mailed to you in the future. 

The Lake Erie Ledger 
 

Published three times a year by the 
Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
Eric E. Johnson, Editor 
377 Nantucket Drive 
Avon Lake, OH 44012-2803 
(440) 933-5434 
cen03214@centurytel.net 
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 158 West Union Street 
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Marshal —  Open 

Meeting Dates for 2010 
 

April 10 — Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
July 10—OGS Library, Bellville, OH 

October 16 — Red Brick Tavern, Lafayette, OH 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

Info Tech Chairman —  Craig V. Fisher 
 5545 Woodridge Drive 
 Toledo, OH 43623-1061 
 (419)-882-5841 
     cfisher@buckeye-express.com 
 
Judge Advocate — William E. Huber II 
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     billbobb@bright.net 
 
Historian — John H. Smith 
 705 Bentwood Drive 
 Lima, OH 45805-3001 
 jhsmith@wcoilk.com 
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 batilton@oh.net 

The Awards Committee 
 

 The Awards Committee is accepting nominations for 
the Distinguished Service Award and the Meritorious 
Service Award for outstanding members. 
 Nominations can be given to Compatriots Brad 
Tilton, Bob Grim or Eric Johnson. See the article in the 
April 2006 issue for details. 
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President’s Message                       Eric E. Johnson 
 Two down, one to go! It is hard to believe that my 
term of office is now two-thirds completed. My first 
year in office wasn’t too exciting since I was recovering 
from cancer. However, I was still able to represent the 
Ohio Society as its president during the 2008 Triennial 
Convention in Philadelphia. 
 The second year did make up for the first year. We 
started the year by lowering the minimum age for mem-
bership of the society from 21 to 18 years of age. We 
have not seen the fruits of our labor, yet! 
 In April I organized our table at the Ohio Genealogi-
cal Society’s convention and ended up talking to more 
women than men. Hopefully, I was able to recruit some 
members for the National Society United States Daugh-
ters of 1812. 
 In May I attended the Board of Director’s Meeting 
for the General Society in Leesburg, Virginia. We also 
had a joint meeting with our sister society in Virginia. 
The board met in three sessions and we still had time to 
visit one of President James Monroe’s home and at-
tended a grave marking. 
 In August, and then again in September, I was the 
master of ceremonies for a grave marking outside of St. 
Marys and outside of New Lexington. I put a lot of time 
and effort into these two worthwhile events. 
 In October I gave an hour-long talk on how to find 
War of 1812 military records for the Ohio Genealogical 
Society’s Fall Seminar which was held at the North 
Central State University in Shelby, Ohio. 
 Finally, in December I sat down one Saturday and 
started to transcribe the prisoners of war ledger from 
Quebec. This will be the next book in a series of POW 
books which was started by Scott Baker. Of course, 
Scott is no longer with us. Hopefully, he is attending 
the grand muster in the great beyond. 
 This next book will be dedicated to Scott. Hopefully, 
by the time you read this issue of the Lake Erie Ledger, 
I will be putting the finishing touches on a camera-
ready manuscript. 
 The manuscript will then be sent to the proof reader 
who will apply the ‘Morehouse’ stamp of approval be-
fore we send it off to the printer. 
 This year seems to be busier than last year, or so my 
schedule shows. In March I gave the opening greetings 
for the dedication of the 1812 blockhouse in Mansfield. 
The restoration of this 200 year old structure is totally 
remarkable. May it last another 200 years! 
 I will be operating the Ohio Society’s table once 
again at the OGS convention this year and I will also 
give my October talk on how to find War of 1812 mili-
tary records at one of the convention’s sessions. 
  

 I have already been asked to be the keynote speaker 
at the annual meeting of the Ohio chapter of the Order 
of the Founders and Patriots of America which will be 
held in Cleveland in June. There are also a number of 
grave markings that we can do this year if we get them 
organized. 
 Besides all of this, I still will produce three newslet-
ters for the Ohio Society and three for the General Soci-
ety. There will be another General Society board of di-
rector’s meeting in October at Rochester, New York. 
 Some days it feels that if I had received payment for 
all of my volunteer work, I would probably be a mil-
lionaire by now. 
 Despite all of the work, it has been fun. The office 
of state president has a lot of responsibilities. You can 
do nothing or you can make it happen. 
 Our next two state presidents will be serving during 
the bicentennial of the War of 1812. Who ever they are, 
they will need lots of help during this time. We will be 
asked to speak at bicentennial functions, grave markers 
and other War of 1812 activities. 
 

Compatriot Tom Neel compiles new 
booklet on Greentown Indian village 
 
 Compatriot Tom Neel has compiled a history of 
Greentown during the War of 1812. This Delaware In-
dian village, just east of Mansfield, Ohio, was forced to 
evacuated in late August 1812 because the white resi-
dents in the area feared that the Indians may have been 
“unfriendly.” 
 Once the Indians left, the militia from Guernsey 
County burned the village to the ground. An Indian 
party, which had been sent from Canada to retrieve the 
Delawares, became enraged and murdered the families 
of Henry Zimmer, Martin Ruffner and James Copus. 
 Neel uses contemporary documents to create a his-
torical outline on how the village was created, what 
happened in the area during the early part of the war, 
and how the land was divided after the war. Maps, 
newspaper articles, journals and information from other 
sources paint a vivid picture of frontier life in the wilds 
of Richland County during this time period. 
 The booklet, entitled Greentown: A Story of 1812 in 
Contemporary Documents can be purchased for $11.95 
from the Ashland County Chapter Ohio Genealogical 
Society, P.O. Box 681, Ashland, OH 44805-0681. Ship-
ping and handling is $3.50. Members of the Ashland 
County Chapter can purchase the booklet for $10.95. 
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Minutes of the 2009 fall meeting               Brad Tilton  

 The 2009 fall meeting of the Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio was called to order by Presi-
dent Eric Johnson at 12:05 p.m., 17 October 2009, at 
the Red Brick Tavern in Lafayette, Ohio. The guest for 
this meeting was Linda Huber. 
 President Johnson led the meeting with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The minutes of the 2009 summer meeting 
were accepted as published in the October issue of the 
Lake Erie Ledger. The meeting’s agenda was adopted. 
 In the President’s report, Johnson spoke on the two 
successful grave markings that the Ohio Society spon-
sored over the summer months. The first was on 15 Au-
gust in Auglaize County while the second was on 10 
September in Perry County. Two more grave markings 
are in the planning stages for 2010. 
 A total of 106 copies of the October Lake Erie 
Ledger were published: 47 newsletters sent by mail and 
59 by e-mail. This issue contained ten pages plus an 
index for the year. 
 President Johnson distributed Vice President George 
Fry’s report. Compatriot Fry was absent. The report 
also included his Chaplain’s report. 
 The treasurer’s report was read by President John-
son. Treasurer Paul Morehouse was sick and he could 
not attend the meeting. The Society’s CD matures on 
November 7th and a motion was made by Bob Grim to 
have Morehouse renew the CD at the best rate at a local 
Akron banking facility. The motion was seconded by 
Larry Holcomb and it was passed. 
 Under old business, Compatriot Brad Tilton reported 
that there was no progress in having gavels made with 
the wood from Mansfield’s 1812 blockhouse. He had 
hoped that the person making the gavels would be able 
to start this project soon. 
 President Johnson reported that he was in contact 
with Webmaster Craig Fisher who will be updating the 
Society’s website. The membership page is in need of 
updating along with a number of other pages. Johnson 
designed a new banner for the website which he showed 
to the members at the meeting. 
 Under new business, President Johnson said that he 
would like to form a nomination committee during the 
2010 Annual Meeting in April to establish a new slate 
of officers for the upcoming elections in 2011. He is 
looking for both volunteers for the committee and for 
the slate of officers. 
 The meeting dates were established for 2010. The 
April 10th and the October 16th meetings will be held at 
Lafayette, Ohio, while the July 10th meeting will be 
held at Bellville, Ohio. 
 Under news – notices – announcements, President 
Johnson  said  he   had   extra  programs  from  the  two  

grave markings and that he had a compact disk for both 
events. The Auglaize County marking was filmed by 
Steve Martin’s father while Keith Kaufman had re-
corded 112 pictures for the Perry County marking. 
 A motion for adjournment was made and accepted. 

U.S. Revenue Marine in the War of 1812 
 

 The U.S. Revenue Marine was the first naval service 
organized under the Constitution of the United States. 
Congress authorized the construction of ten cutters un-
der the Tariff Act of 4 August 1790 with a crew of ten 
men each. The primary duties of this new service were 
to enforce the laws governing the collection of customs 
and to stop smuggling and piracy along our shores. 
 The original act stipulated that the master of each 
cutter would have the equivalent rank of a captain in the 
army. Since the navy had not been created yet, the rank, 
pay and subsistence of each member of the crew would 
parallel the army’s rank structure. The three mates had 
the subsistence of an army’s lieutenant, while the four 
marines and the two boys had the subsistence of a sol-
dier in the army. 
 The service would also be known as the Revenue 
Service and on 31 August 1894 it would officially be 
renamed the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service. On 28 Janu-
ary 1915 the service would merge with four other ser-
vices to form the U.S. Coast Guard. During the War of 
1812 the Revenue Marine was under the control of the 
Treasury Department and the service took an active role 
in fighting the British along side the U.S. Navy. 
 The President had the power to appoint the officers 
of each cutter who would also serve as custom officers. 
The vessels of this service would be called revenue cut-
ters regardless of the type and size of the sailing ships. 
 The Act of 18 April 1814 provided a pension for 
those who had been wounded or disabled while cooper-
ating with the navy during the war. These men were 
placed on the navy’s pension list and they received the 
same compensation by rank as the regular navy. 
 The U.S. Revenue Marine captured seven British 
warships and privateers during the War of 1812 and in 
turn lost four cutters to the British and one to a fire. The 
service operated in the coastal waters of the United 
States. 
 
First Congress, Session II, Chapter 35, 4 August 1790, pages 

145-178. 

Thirteenth Congress, Session II, Chapter 65, 18 April 1814, page 

127. 
Silverstone, Paul H., The Sailing Navy, 1775-1854, (Annapolis, 
Maryland: Naval Institute Press, 2001), chapter 4, United States 
Revenue Cutter Service. 
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 Upton lists 10,110 men serving with the volunteers 
and 458,463 men serving with the militia for a total of 
468,573 in the militia forces. This brings the total num-
ber of men who served in the army, the volunteers and 
the militia during the War of 1812 to 522,654 men. 
 The second set of figures that Upton provides in his 
book are the terms of service for the men who served 
during the war. Those men serving for 12 months or 
more numbered 63,179. Men serving between six 
months and a year totaled 66,325. There were 124,643 
men who served at least three months. Between one 
month of service and three months of service were 
125,307 men. Finally, 147,200 men served less than 
one month during the war. 
 You can not break down these figures by actual 
military service for men in the army, volunteers or the 
militia. A good percentage of militiamen where called 
to duty only to be discharged early after it was deter-
mined that they were not needed. Even though the army 
had a minimum of a one-year enlisted for some regi-
ments, men actually served less than one year if they 
had been killed or died, or were given medical dis-
charges due to wounds or illnesses. 
 The military records of the men who served in the 
War of 1812 were never consolidated into individual 
service records. Actual service records are a product of 
the 20th century when a file was kept on each individual 
soldier from the time that he enlisted to the time that he 
was discharged from the service. All military records 
for that individual were included in his file. 
 In the 1870’s, to facilitate the pension approval 
process for the veterans and their widows of the War of 
1812, the militia regimental records were broken down 
into individual service records. If a man served twice in 
two different regiments at different times during the 
war, he would have two service records at the National 
Archives. The army drew heavily from the militia 
forces to fill the ranks of existing and newly created 
regiments during the war. Many men would have ser-
vice records with both the militia and the army. 
 The best (and probably the only) way to determine 
how many times a veteran served during the war is 
through his pension application, even those applications 
that were rejected. But this depends on whether the vet-
eran or his widow recorded all tours of duty on the ap-
plication. 
 The Upton’s figure of 54,081 men serving in the 
army is probably a pretty good estimate since the army 
keep far better records of their men than the militia. The 
actual number  of militiamen who served during the war  

How many men served? Continued from page 1 

is probably  closer to 230,000  men than the 468,573 
men listed by Upton. Many states and territories called 
out their militia in support of the army and they were 
dismissed by the army because they were not needed. 
Since this was a declared war, the federal government 
was forced to pay the salaries of these unneeded troops 
thus the number of militiamen authorized by Congress 
to serve passed the 230,000 limitation. The actual mili-
tia figure will never be known but the total of all indi-
vidual militiamen who served during the War of 1812 is 
probably around 350,000 men. 
 Ohio’s militia figures for the War of 1812 are as 
confusing as the federal government’s militia figures. 
According to two of the Congressional Acts, Ohio 
would provide 5,000 men under the act authorizing 
100,000 men and 3,965 men under the act authorizing 
80,000 men for a total of 8,965 militiamen. Ohio sup-
plied approximately 2,500 militiamen for the U.S. Vol-
unteer Corps and probably another 3,000 men for the 
U.S. Army. This brings the total of Ohioans serving in 
the war to 11,765 men according to the above figures. 

The Roster of Ohio Soldiers in the War of 1812,  
originally published in 1916 by the Adjutant General’s 
Office in Columbus, Ohio, states that there are 1,759 
officers and 24,521 enlisted men listed within its pages. 
The total number of men is 26,280. Many of the men in 
this book are listed more than once with many of these 
men having multiple ‘tours of duty’ in different compa-
nies or headquarters’ staffs. The actual number of men 
may be as low as 15,000 men because of these multiple 
tours of duty. The book contains the muster rolls from 
both the volunteers and the militia and we know that 
there are missing rosters. 
 The Ohio Statesmen and Annals of Progress by Wil-
liam A. Taylor gives a lower number of militiamen who 
served from Ohio during the war. This book has a sum-
mary of each legislative session of the Ohio Assembly 
from 1788 to 1900. It does contain militia information. 
Prior to 1803 the summary is for the government of the 
Northwest Territory which predates the State of Ohio. 
 Taylor states that Ohio furnished 23,951 soldiers for 
the war out of a male population of 64,814 who were 
over twenty-one years of age in 1815. This represents 
33% of the male population and 50% of those subject to 
military duty. It is interesting that Taylor’s does not 
state that this figure represents only militiamen but may 
also include also those men who served in the U.S. 
Army. The 23,951 figure is probably very close to the 
number of Ohioans who served in the U.S. Army, the 
volunteers, and the militia during the War of 1812. 
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Captain James Hezlep’s Artillery Company 

(Geauga County) 
A muster roll of Artillery Company under the command of Major General Wadsworth in the service of the United 
States, commanded by James Hezlep, Capt., Nov. 13th, 1812. 

Captain James Hezlep 1
st
 Lieutenant David Cleveland 2

nd
 Lieutenant William Trusdall 

1
st
 Sergeant Joseph McCauly 2

nd
 Sergeant Joseph Applegate 3

rd
 Sergeant James Streen 

4
th
 Sergeant Nanedan Bixby 1

st
 Corporal Isaac McCombs 2

nd
 Corporal Henry Mathews 

3
rd
 Corporal Adam Ralston 4

th
 Corporal Johnson Lawdry Fifer Henry Foster 

Drummer John Bissel     

Gunners     

Alexander Struthers John Foster Stery, Thomas 

John Strew James Buchanan Hugh Trusdel 

Bombardiers     

Andrew McFarland James Trusdell William McFarland 

James Russell Hiram Garner Andrew Kirkpatrick 

Matrosses     

Mason Adams Andrew Applegate George Agne 

William Brown Andrew Byers Byron Baldwin 

Joseph Cassel Abraham Ducker Elijah Deen 

James Dunlap John Elice Lawrence Fitch 

Ross Foster Alexander Hayes Joshua Kyan 

Robert Lawery William McCombs James Mathews 

John Reed James Robb Roober Rodgers 

John Stevens William Shemway John Trusdall 

John Townsend David Jones James Watson 

Muster Rolls Arranged Alphabetically by the Commanding Officer’s Surname, MSS 660, Container 2, Folder 8, Miscellaneous Copies of 
Muster Rolls, Western Reserve Historical Society, Reference Division, Cleveland, OH.  

Captain James Hezlep’s very unique militia company 
 The 4th Division of the Ohio militia, located in the Western Reserve of northeastern Ohio, raised a very unique 
militia company during the War of 1812. The roster of this company can be found in the Roster of Ohio Soldiers in 
the War of 1812 and is listed as an infantry company. 
 However, a copy of this roster, which is located at the Western Reserve Historical Society’s research library in 
Cleveland, paints a different picture for this company. Captain James Hezlep actually raised an artillery company for 
the division. However, the division had no cannons for the company. 
 The company was sent to Fort Meigs in northwestern Ohio where the men were assigned artillery duties with the 
regular army’s artillery company stationed there. 
 Gunners, bombardiers and matrosses were enlisted ranks in the army. Gunners directed the loading and aiming of 
the cannons. Bombardiers loaded the hollow shells with powder and set the fuses. The only problem was that the 
army had no bombs to fire in their cannons, only solid shots. Matrosses moved the cannons into positions, con-
structed defensive earthworks, and prepared the cannons for firing under the directions of the gunners. The officers 
gave directions on where to fire the cannons while the non-commissioned officers supervised the men in the gun em-
placements and did the actual firing of the cannons. 


