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 Two Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
members were honored with medals by the General So-
ciety of the War of 1812 in Baltimore, Maryland, dur-
ing the General Society’s Triennial Conference held 11-
13 September 2014. Both men are general officers in 
the General Society. 
 Archivist General E. Paul Morehouse was presented 
with the General Society of the War of 1812 Certificate 
of Recognition for maintaining the archives of the Gen-
eral Society. He was awarded the War of 1812 Bicen-
tennial Medal with Silver Oak Leaf. 
 Historian General Eric E. Johnson was presented 
with the General Society of the War of 1812 Certificate 
of Recognition for re-organizing the applications in the 
archives and for developing a member’s electronic data-
base. He was given the War of 1812 Bicentennial 
Medal with Silver Star. 
 The awards were given in front of a formal banquet 
of the membership. Johnson was elected as the new Ar-
chivist General while Morehouse has become with As-
sistant Archivist General. The General Society’s ar-
chives are held at the Ohio Genealogical Society’s Li-
brary in Bellville, Ohio. 
 The 2015 Triennial was held in conjunction with the 
200th anniversary of the Battle of Baltimore and the 
200th anniversary of the writing of the National An-
them. The Ohio delegation consisted by Morehouse, 
Johnson, Vice President Richard Davis and Eric Lein-
inger. 
 President Craig Fisher attended the 200th anniversary 
of the Battle of Baltimore as a re-enactor and was not 
able to attend the Triennial. He portrayed an American 
army lieutenant and participated with the activities at 
Fort McHenry in Baltimore harbor. 

Two Ohio members honored at the 2015 Triennial 

Treasurer is accepting the 2015 dues 
 

 It’s not too early to pay your 2015 dues. If you are 
not a life member, your annual dues are $25.00. Please 
make you check payable to the Ohio Society of the War 

of 1812 and either bring it with you to the October 
meeting or mail it to the Treasurer Richard Juergens, 
104 LaVine Drive, Woodville, OH 43469-1434. If you 
have been thinking about becoming a Life Member and 
have not done so, there are two rates to consider. If you 
are 70 years or older, the Life fee is $250.00, and if you 
are under 70 years, the Life fee is $500.00. This cate-
gory of membership means that you only write one 
check to the Ohio Society and your state and national 
dues will be paid for you each year by the Ohio Society 
as long as you live. No more pesky reminders about 
dues payments. 

Next Meeting: October 25th 

 The next meeting of the Ohio Society will be held at 
the York Steak House, 4220 West Broad Street, Colum-
bus, on Saturday, October 25 beginning at 12 noon. The 
restaurant is about one-half mile east from the I-270 
exit onto West Broad Street. Try to get there early 
enough to order your food before the President calls the 
meeting to order at noon. 

 A short business session was conducted in which the 
new general officers were elected and board meeting 
dates were selected. The 2015 board meeting will be 
held in New Orleans, LA, while the 2016 board meeting 
will be held in Springfield, IL. The 2017 Triennial Con-
ference will be held in Plattsburg, NY. 

President General Larwence K. Casey, Jr. and Archivist 
General E. Paul Morehouse, Jr. 
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Ohio Society of the War of 1812 
 Officers 

Secretary’s Report 
Richard Juergens 

 The April 12, 2014 meeting of the Society of the 
War of 1812 in the State of Ohio was called to order by 
Vice President Richard Davis at noon in Columbus, 
Ohio. Members present were Paul Morehouse, Eric 
Johnson, Richard Davis, Richard Juergens, and Dr. 
David Rudy. 
 The invocation was given by Dr. Mary Rudy, a 
guest. Minutes were read by Richard Juergens and the 
motion to accept by Morehouse and seconded by John-
son. The motion was accepted. The treasury’s report 
was read and approved after a motion by Morehouse 
and a seconded by Johnson. 
 Morehouse read the application for membership of 
Thomas Galloway.  A motion  was made by Morehouse 
to accept Galloway as member number 192. It was sec-
onded by Johnson and approved. 
 A motion was made by Morehouse to take money 
out of the Mutual Funds and put the money in a CD. It 
was seconded by Davis and after a discussion, the mo-
tion was passed. Dr. David Rudy was elected as the 
Ohio Chapter’s Surgeon General and Johnson was ap-
pointed to be the newsletter editor. 
 A discussion was led by the vice president over the 
missing bronze star on the Ohio Society’s memorial at 
the William Henry Harrison tomb in North Point, Ohio. 
The star had been stolen and President Fisher and Vice 
President Davis were still working on replacing this 
symbol. 
 Morehouse is conducting a raffle to fill the coffers 
of the Ohio Society. Up for grabs is a signed book by 
Gerard T. Alhotff entitled Deep Water Sailors, Shallow 

Water Soldiers and a pewter plate from the 2003 Trien-
nial Convention which was held by the Ohio Society in 
Toledo, Ohio. Tickets are $2 each or six for $10 and 
they can be purchased from Morehouse. 
 It was decided that the October meeting will be held 
on the 25th at the York Steak House in Columbus. The 
meeting was adjourned. 
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President’s Message                           Craig Fisher 

Photo Credit, Participants at Caulk’s Field Bicentennial, 
Baltimore Sun, 2014 

 Some of our membership are aware that I am heav-
ily involved in living history programs associated with 
the War of 1812. Traveling across the U.S., I am in the 
field with local and national event organizers com-
memorating important chapters in that 200-year-old 
struggle. It may not always be self-evident what the 
goals of the war were to the casual observer, but one 
element of these reenactments and observances is to 
drive home a love of country. Flags are unfurled; drum 
rolls played and salutes are given. In all of this, there is 
a realization that a young republic was rising to the 
challenge to assert itself among the league of world 
powers. 
 This August 30-31st at Caulk’s Field near Chester-
ton, Maryland, we replicated the militia victory of local 
men against a Royal Navy Invasion force. The battle 
was good news for citizens of the Chesapeake tidewater 
area used to numbing defeats at the hands of the British. 
 The untouched battlefield was exactly the same as it 
was 200 years ago with a 300-year-old farm nearby. 
Descendents of that battle were present proudly wearing 
badges announcing their linage. These individuals may 
not be Ohio society members, but what a great opportu-
nity to spread the word about the General Society! 
  Many of our membership have recently cele-
brated another noteworthy bicentennial celebration in 
Maryland, the Bombardment of Fort McHenry. This 
surprisingly small fort’s defense at the mouth of the 
port of Baltimore inspired the Star-Spangled Banner,  

our national anthem. It was a wonderful celebration and 
it was great to see the General Society officers from 
across nation gather at this important national. 
    As proud as Marylanders are of their 1812 heritage I 
could not but admire, in contrast, the frontier terrain and  
long distances covered by the Ohio’s Army of the 
Northwest. As we close these last chapters in our na-
tion’s bicentennial of the war of 1812, it’s that frontier 
spirit of our state’s heritage that I would like to call 
upon.  
 From Put-in-Bay to Marietta, the interned remains of  

Ohio Society President Craig Fisher portraying an army lieutenant (far left) dur-
ing the 200th anniversary activities at Fort McHenry, Maryland 

Ohio’s 1812 veterans are in 
need of recognition. It’s a part 
of our mandate to record and 
honor their sacrifices both in 
their service as well as helping 
maintain the monuments and 
graves, which record their ac-
tions.  
 Equally important perhaps, 
for the future of the Society of 
the War of 1812 in Ohio, is the 
need to reach out and ask peo-
ple to join. The one response I 
have often heard when inquir-
ing why someone never joined 
was “…no one ever ASKED 
me!” 
 Remember everyone loves 
a story and the Society is a 
perfect place to begin that very 
personal dialogue, so ask! 
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Nova Scotia preserves America’s hallowed ground 

A bugler plays “The Last Post” at the May 2014 Memo-
rial Day ceremony on Deadman's Island, the final rest-
ing place for almost 200 American soldiers and sailors 
taken prisoner in the War of 1812. (Dean Jobb photo) 

By Dean Jobb 
Saltscapes Magazine, May/June 2014 

 
 Bill Piers and other kids who grew up in the 1950s 
along the inlet in Halifax Harbour called the Northwest 
Arm had heard the stories and the warnings. Stay off 
Deadman’s Island. Strange lights were seen there at 
night. The place was haunted, people said, by the ghosts 
of men buried there long ago. 
 He figures he was nine, maybe ten, the day he and 
two friends grabbed shovels and set off to find out if the 
stories were true. They climbed to the top of a hill 
crowned with pines and hemlocks and went to work. 
 “We started to dig and, sure enough, we found some 
bones,” recalls Piers, now 73. They were sure they were 
human—and also sure they were in deep trouble. “We 
were spooked…. One of us said, ‘Oh my God, let’s get 
out of here. There’ll be ghosts.’” Piers was so scared, he 
swore never to go back. 
 The ghosts were imaginary, but the boys may well 
have disturbed human remains. Deadman’s—as the 
name suggests— is believed to be the resting place for 
as many as 400 soldiers, sailors, freed slaves and Irish 
immigrants. 
 

American connection 

 They died of wounds or disease in the early 1800s 
on adjacent Melville Island, the site of a British military 
prison during the Napoleonic Wars and the War of 
1812. The prison was later used as a quarantine station 
and the warden’s quarters and a stone cellblock survive 
today as part of the Armdale Yacht Club’s facilities. 
 It’s the American connection that spared Dead-
man’s, a prime piece of real estate, from development. 
A large bronze plaque near the shoreline bears the 
names of Seth Cleaver, a corporal from Philadelphia, 
seaman Enoch Gooden, of Newburyport, Maine, and 
186 other American prisoners of war, thought to be bur-
ied on the island. 
 It’s very hallowed ground,” says the US consul gen-
eral in Halifax, Richard Riley, whose staff organizes a 
ceremony at the site on the last Monday in May, the day 
Americans honour their war dead. The annual Memorial 
Day ceremony, held since 2005, commemorates “not 
only the American lives lost,” he says, “but the bigger 
picture of the connection and relationship that we have 
with our Canadian friends and allies.” 
 

A matter of principle 

 Yet a place so significant in the history of both 
countries was almost lost. The island—actually an egg- 

shape peninsula surrounded by yachts and expensive 
homes—was slated for a condominium development in 
the late 1990s, until a community group raised the 
alarm. 
 It was “a matter of principle,” says Guy MacLean, a 
retired history professor and former provincial ombuds-
man who led the Northwest Arm Heritage Association’s 
drive to save Deadman’s Island. “You don’t want to 
disturb sacred ground.” 
 But is it a lost cemetery? There’s evidence of buri-
als, including a prisoner’s diary for 1814 that refers to 
Target Hill, as Deadman’s was then known, as “a place 
where they bury the dead.” And while no archaeologi-
cal work has been conducted, erosion has exposed 
bones over the years. In 1959, a decade after Bill Piers’ 
discovery, Halifax’s Mail-Star ran a photograph of an-
other boy, Ross Bownes, holding a skull unearthed dur-
ing construction on an adjoining property. 
 As opposition to the development grew, one of Mac-
Lean’s allies—researcher and genealogist Iris Shea—
made her own discovery. Copies of British Admiralty 
records had just arrived at the Nova Scotia archives, and 
a staff member suggested Shea take a look. The files 
listed French and American prisoners who had died at 
Melville prison between 1803 and 1815—names, ages, 
birthplaces, causes of death—who were likely interred 
on Deadman’s. 
 

Now a secluded park 

 “I thought, ‘Oh my goodness, here’s the names of all 
 

Continued on next page  



 

 

the people buried there,’” says Shea, who went on to 
co-author the book Deadman’s: Melville Island and its 
Burial Ground. Some of the dead of Deadman’s, at 
least, were no longer anonymous. “The information was 
exactly what we needed.” 

A lone marked grave stood on Deadman's for more 
than a century, but the wooden marker was removed in 
the 1930s. 
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America’s hallowed ground continued 
Road and a ravine trail leads to the shore. Visitors can 
enjoy the views of the Northwest Arm, or hike up the 
hill where local boys once dug for bones. 
 Interpretive panels trace the island’s history and the 
US Department of Veterans Affairs has inscribed most 
of Shea’s list of names onto a plaque that honours the 
Americans who died in Melville prison. 
 “It is important that these men are not forgotten,” 
says Eric Johnson of the Society of the War of 1812 in 
the State of Ohio, which has undertaken extensive re-
search to locate victims of the three-year conflict. “It’s 
all part of closure, so that we know what happened to 
those people.” 
 “The men that are buried up there were heroes,” 
adds Virginia Apyar, president of the Washington-
based United States Daughters of 1812. Her group, 
which represents 5,800 female descendants of Ameri-
cans who served, erected a monument at the park en-
trance in 2012 to mark the war’s bicentennial. 
 It not only honours the Americans—“it’s a thank 
you note to the Canadian people,” she says, “for watch-
ing over these guys for all those years.” 
 Bill Piers, who’s retired after a career selling office 
equipment, finally returned to Deadman’s 50 years after 
his boyhood adventure, when he joined the fight to save 
a site he considers “the jewel of the Halifax area.” 
 If the condos had been built, construction crews 
“would have found bones,” he says. “No question what-
soever.” And he should know. 

 Shea contacted an American researcher she knew, 
who alerted veterans’ groups and War of 1812 societies 
south of the border. The battle to save war graves from 
destruction became big news, even making the pages of 
the New York Times. With then-mayor Walter Fitzger-
ald on board, the city bought the island in 2000. 
 Deadman’s is now a secluded park that doubles as a 
war  memorial. The  entrance is just  off Purcell’s  Cove  

Ohio Society Raffle 
 
 The Ohio Society is conducting a raffle to fill the 
coffers of the treasury. Up for grabs is a signed book by 
Gerald T. Alhotff entitled Deep Water Sailors, Shallow 

Water Soldiers, a pewter plate from the 2003 Triennial 
Convention (which was held by the Ohio Society in 
Toledo, Ohio), and the War of 1812 Bicentennial Med-
als. 
 
1) War of 1812 Bicentennial Medal (value $50.00) 
2) War of 1812 Bicentennial Medal—Miniature (value 

$30.00) 
3) Deep Water Sailors, Shallow Water Soldiers (Value 

$10.95) 
4) Pewter plate from the 2003 Triennial 
 
 Drawing will be held during the July 2015 meeting. 
Tickets are $2 each or six for $10 and they can be pur-
chased from Paul Morehouse. 

Application now available for  
Battlefield Preservation Grants 

 
 Proposals are now being accepted for the American 
Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP) Battlefield Pres-
ervation Grants. The ABPP is operated by the National 
Parks Service. 
 Non-profit groups, academic institutions, and local, 
regional, state, and tribal governments are encouraged 
to apply. Types of eligible projects include: archeology; 
cultural landscape inventories; cultural resource docu-
mentation; GIS mapping; national register nominations; 
and preservation plans. 
 Since 1990, the ABPP has worked with partners, 
like you to help protect and enhance more than 280 bat-
tlefields. Project funding has ranged from $5,000 to 
$75,000. The ABPP encourages, but does not require, 
matching funds or in-kind services for these projects. 
Application form and complete guidelines are available 
online at: www.cr.nps.gov/abpp or contact Kristen 
McMasters at 202-354-2037. 
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Ohio Society donates POW books to the Center for Archival Collections 

 The Center for Archival Collections at Bowling 
Green State University in Bowling Green, Ohio, was 
presented the five volume series of books on American 
prisoners of war who were held captive by the British 
armed forces during the War of 1812 on July 25, 2014. 
The books were published by the Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio. 
 Presenting this series of books to Head Librarian and 
University Archivist Stephen Charter was Ohio Society 
President Craig Fisher and Eric Johnson, Historian 
General for the General Society of the War of 1812 and 
one of the authors. 
 Charter said that “this is a welcomed addition to the 
archives since we don’t have a lot of material on the 
War of 1812.” The archives is the official state reposi-
tory for the local records from the nineteen counties in 
northwestern Ohio. 
 Society President Fisher stated that “the Center of 
Archival Collections falls into the area of Ohio which 
had the greatest impact during the War of 1812. The 
Battles of Fort Meigs, Fort Stephenson, and Lake Erie 
were all fought in the Center’s area of responsibility.” 
Fisher plans to help the Center with future material on 
the war since this is the prime library in this area of 
Ohio for local research and genealogy. 
 Harrison Scott Baker, deceased, authored the first 
four books listing the American POWs held at Barba-
dos, Newfoundland, New Providence, Bermuda, Cape 
of Good Hope, Jamaica, and Halifax. Johnson compiled  

(Left to right) Ohio Society President Craig Fisher, Ar-
chivist Stephen Charter and Eric Johnson. 

the book on the prisoners held at Quebec and he is 
working on the next volume centering on Montreal. 
 Future books will highlight the six POW camps in 
England. All of the material was obtained from copies 
of the General Entry Book of American Prisoners of 

War ledgers of the British Admiralty from the Public 
Record Office in London, England. When this project is 
completed, the Ohio Society will have been able to 
document the 34,715 Americans held by Great Britain 
during the War of 1812. 

Stamp and coin honors 
Fort McHenry 

 
 The U.S. government honored the 200th anni-
versary of the Battle of Fort McHenry, Mary-
land, with a commemorative postage stamp on 
13 September 2014 as part of the ceremonies 
honoring the Battles of North Point and Fort 
McHenry, and the writing on the Star Spangled 
Banner, in Baltimore, Maryland. 
 Last year, a commemorative quarter was 
struck honoring the fort as part of the U.S. 
Mint’s America the Beautiful Quarters Program. 
 Perry’s International Peace Memorial was 
honored last year when the U.S. Mint struck a 
quarter for the 200th Anniversary of the Battle 
of Lake Erie. 


