
 

 

The Lake Erie Ledger 
A Publication of the  

Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 

April 2016 Organized January 8, 1895 Volume 29, Number 1 

 The General Society of the War of 1812’s Vice President General of Military Awards, 
Robert D. Pollock, will be the guest speaker at the Society of the War of 1812 in the State 

of Ohio’s Annual Meeting on 16 April 2016. 
 Colonel Pollock, U.S. Air Force Retired, will talk on the 
General Society’s military awards program which involves pre-
senting a certificate, a ribbon and a medal to the Reserve Offi-
cer’s Training Corps’ sophomore cadet with the highest aca-
demic record at participating universities or colleges which has 
an Army, Navy or Air Force ROTC program. 
 The meeting will be held at the MCL Restaurant and Bakery 
in Upper Arlington, Ohio. Upper Arlington is a suburb of Co-
lumbus just west of the Ohio State University campus. The res-
taurant is in the center of the Kingsdale Shopping Center.  
 The closest approach is to take Ohio Route 315, getting off 
at Henderson Road, left (south) onto Kenny Road After passing 
the Ohio State University Golf Course, follow Tremont Road. 
The Kingsdale Shopping Center is less than a mile past the golf 
course. Look for the large "MCL" sign. There are entrances on 
either side of the building. 
 The meeting will begin at 12 noon. The restaurant opens at 
11 a.m. and serves a variety of fresh home-cooked dishes. MCL 

restaurant has cafeteria style service. Feel free to order your food once you have arrived. 
The President will bring the meeting to order when it is clear that everyone attending is 
seated. Guests and potential new members are welcome at our meetings. 

Col. Pollock is guest speaker for April’s annual meeting 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio has 
released its newest book, the American Prisoners of War Pa-
roled at Dartmouth, Halifax, Jamaica and Odiham during the 

War of 1812. 
 This is a transcription of prisoner of war records of 
American officers, warrant officers and senior mates from the 
U.S. Navy, privateers and merchant vessels (plus some civil-
ians) who were paroled by the British Empire at parole sta-
tions located at Dartmouth and Odiham in England, at Hali-
fax in Nova Scotia, Canada, and in Jamaica, West Indies, 
during the War of 1812. 
 There are also some U.S. Army, U.S. Volunteers and mi-
litia officers included in these transcriptions. This volume 
was compiled from a copy of the microfilm of Miscellaneous 
Lists and Material of the British Admiralty housed at the 
Public Record Office in London, Great Britain. 
 Once the senior naval personnel were processed at a pris-
oner of war facility, most of these personnel were sent to a 
parole  station.  Besides the  four parole stations  listed above,  

Ohio Society publishes new book on American POWs 
there were also two other locations at Ashburton and Reading 
in England where the records have not survived. 
 The officers were issued certificates of parole which per-
mitted them to live away from the prisoner of war facilities 
until they were either exchanged for a British officer or sent 
home at war’s end. There are a total of 1,234 names recorded 
in the four ledgers for Dartmouth, Halifax, Jamaica and Odi-
ham. 
 Johnson is currently transcribing the prisoner of war ledg-
ers for Americans held at Dartmoor in England during the 
war. When completed, this book will contain the information 
on 6,553 American who were interned between April 1813 
and March 1815 at this facility. 
 These books can be obtained from Heritage Books, Inc. 
(http://www.heritagebooks.com). Heritage Books has also 
published the other prisoner of war books first authored by 
Harrison Scott Baker II and later by Johnson for the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio. 

Robert D. Pollock 

MCL Restaurant and Bakery 
Kingsdale Shopping Center 
3154 Kingsdale Center 

Upper Arlington, OH 43221 
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Society of the War of 1812 
 in the State of Ohio’s Officers 

Secretary’s Report                Richard Juergens 

Meeting Dates for 2016 
 

April 16— MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
July 16—OGS Library, Bellville, OH 

October 22 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

Minutes from October 24,  2015  
 
 Members present – Morehouse, Johnson, Davis, Juergens,  
C. Fisher,  Collins, Galloway, B. Fisher. 
Guests Present - David Westrich  
Invocation given by Larry Collins 
Program by David Westrich 
 Minutes were read by Richard Juergens and motion to 
accept by Paul Morehouse and seconded by Thomas Gallo-
way.  Motion Accepted. 
 Treasure report was read. Motion by Eric Johnson to ac-
cept, seconded by Paul Morehouse.  Motion Carried. 
 A motion was made by Paul Morehouse to accept John 
W. Cross as member No. 198. Seconded by Richard Davis. 
Motion Carried. 
 A motion by Paul Morehouse to accept Peter E. Broad-
bent Jr. as a duel member, seconded by Richard Davis.  Mo-
tion carried 
 A motion to create a Committee to design and price a 
Table Banner was made by Larry Collins and seconded by 
Richard Davis. Motion carried.. 
 A motion to create a list of Duties of Officers was made 
by Richard Davis and seconded by Eric Johnson Motion Car-
ried. 
 A motion was made by Richard Davis to have a table at 
the OGS Conference and seconded by Paul Morehouse. Mo-
tion Carried. 
 Richard Davis along with Brent Fisher were to a put to-
gether some samples of name tags.  
 A motion was made by Paul Morehouse to have a Friends 
of The Society of the War of 1812, seconded by Eric John-
son.  Motion carried. 
 A motion was made by Paul Morehouse to have meetings 
on April 16, July 16, and October 22 of 2016. Seconded by 
Richard Davis. Motion carried.  
 A motion made by Larry Collins and seconded by Eric 
Johnson to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
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President’s Message                           Craig Fisher 

 Researching your military veteran can be a rich plume 
when pouring over family records. It is a point in history that 
you can look to while reviewing the march of generations. 
America was starting to grow its industrial core and solders 
drawn from this new wealth now had an option when decid-
ing on service. They could hire a substitute. In researching a 
family member who served in the War of 1812, I came across 
this word and it was a term I associated with the Civil War. 
 During the “War Between the States,” men drafted could 
provide substitutes, and until mid-1864 could even avoid 
service by paying “commutation money.” Many eligible men 
pooled their money to cover the cost of any one of them be-
ing drafted. Families used the substitute provision to select 
which member should go into the army and which would stay 
home. Of the 168,649 men procured for the Union Army 
through the draft, 117,986 were substitutes, leaving only 
50,663 who had their personal services conscripted. 
 By contrast, during the War of 1812 the Madison admini-
stration tried unsuccessfully to adopt a national draft (which 
Daniel Webster, a New England Federalist, denounced as 
“Napoleonic despotism”). So how was a nation to grow its 
ranks? There were several proposals for conscription in the 
War of 1812. 
 These plans were very similar. One version was close to 
being enacted when the war ended. Each of these proposals 
again took the notion of paying commutation fees that would 
include a “class or group” of 25 men or more. If a member of 
a class could not be induced to volunteer, the class would pay 
a tax based on its members' wealth. 
 One could argue that on its legal merits, this was within 
the rights of the well healed businessman to avoid conscrip-
tion because no one would be forced into the military during 
the 1812 era, and those with less wealth would pay a lower 
tax if no one in their class could be induced to volunteer.  
 Secretary Monroe suggested alternatives from which the 
first was adapted. 
 

“The free male population,18 to 45 years, was to be formed 

into classes of 100 men, each class to furnish 4 soldiers 

within 30 days and to replace casualties as they occurred. 

The assignment to classes was to be made so as to obtain an 

even distribution of property. Each member was to be as-

sessed, according to the value of his property and the money 

used for bounties, both cash and land, to be paid to recruits 

from that class. Classes which failed to provide the required 

men within the time specified would be subject to draft, but 

those drafted could furnish substitutes at their own expense.” 

 

 So let’s revisit my 1812 substitute. Is his sacrifice (based 
on the exchange of a bounty), to be any more or less re-
warded through recognition by the society and its members? 
In a word, no. Ohio was plagued by a lack of regular troops. 
Each army regiment had recruiting officers and the War De-
partment was charged with providing enticements in the form 
of bounties from $16 and 100 acres of land at the start of the 
war to $125 and 320 acres of land at the close of the war.  
  

Stumbling across your “substitute” 

An Ohio Militia recruiting poster to raise militia compa-
nies to help lift the second siege of Fort Meigs. 

   Whether by bounty or commutation, the risk of disease and 
armed conflict on the northwest frontier coupled by the ab-
sence of the farmer and craftsman from his trade, deserved 
compensation. It does not detract from the sacrifice or dimin-
ish the patriotism of the volunteer or regular. Perhaps that 
substitute needed a path to land and fortune, and the military 
offered one route. 
 If your patriot-ancestor was a substitute, make certain to 
include him in your application and see that he takes his place 
on the roll within the General Society’s records. 
 Attached image above is a detail from a Northwest Terri-
tory recruitment broadside in the Indiana University Archives 
in Bloomington and can be viewed on-line at: 
 
http://collections.libraries.indiana.edu/warof1812/exhibits/
show/warof1812/the-war-1813 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to 
any compatriot in a PDF format instead of 
having the newsletter mailed as it has been 
in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-
mail, please contact the editor and the news-
letter will be e-mailed to you in the future. 
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Second Ohio Society Raffle 
 The Ohio Society is con-
ducting its second raffle to 
help avoid a potential dues 
increase. Up for grabs is a 
full-colored lithograph of an 
Ohio militiaman from the 
War of 1812 by Craig Fisher, 
a signed book by Gerard T. 
Altoff entitled Oliver Hazard 
Perry & the Battle of Lake 

Erie, a pewter plate from the 
2003 Triennial Convention 
(which was held by the Ohio 
Society in Toledo, Ohio), and 
the War of 1812 Bicentennial 
Medals. 
 
Lithograph of an Ohio mili-

tiaman (value priceless) 
War of 1812 Bicentennial 

Medal and War of 1812 
Bicentennial Medal 
(Miniature) (value 
$85.00) 

Oliver Hazard Perry & the 

Battle of Lake Erie 
(Value $10.95) 

Pewter plate from the 2003 Triennial 
 
 Drawing will be held during the July 2016 meeting. Tick-
ets are $1 each, 6 tickets for $5 or $10 for 15 tickets. They 
can be purchased from Paul Morehouse (contact information 
is on page 2). 

Soil erosion threatening War of 1812 graves 
at Fort Amanda Park 

By Caity Jackson, Multimedia Video Journalist 
 

 A $300,000 project to save some local history is taking 
shape in at a state park. 
 Workers and heavy equipment are busy at Ft Amanda 
Park preparing to stabilize the eroding Auglaize river banks. 
 The erosion is threatening the graves of soldiers buried at 
the adjacent cemetery. 
 The graves mark the solders who fought in the War of 
1812. 
 An archaeologist from the Ohio Historical Connection is 
on site observing dirt moving and overseeing the project until 
its completion. 
 "What we are doing we are placing, well we are con-
tracted with Goettle Construction out of Cincinnati, to install 
a 174 feet long sheet piling wall which is a reinforcement, 
those are heavy duty metal sheets pounded into the ground 25 
to thirty feet deep" 
 Before beginning the project an archaeological scan was 
done to ensure nothing underground would be disturbed. 
 A few headstones of soldiers buried at the site had to be 
removed in order to access the work area. 
 The exact spot of each headstone is being marked so it 
can be returned when construction is complete. 
 The installation of the steel pilings will take 3 to 4 weeks. 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio will 
join descendents of Alden Hewitt (1790 - 1856) in honoring 
the former Licking County citizen with the placement and 
unveiling of a new granite marker and commemorative me-
dallion at his gravesite at the Gaffield Cemetery in St. Albans 
Township, Licking County, Ohio. 
 The ceremony is scheduled for Saturday, April 30, 2016 
at 11:00 A.M. A period uniformed color guard will be pre-
sent, in addition to Ohio Society President Craig V. Fisher 
and other members. They will recognize Alden Hewitt for his 
service in what many call "America's Second Revolution," 
the War of 1812. A "flintlock salute" will be fired as part of 
the ceremony. 
 "Americans today owe much to these heroic citizen sol-
diers who defended the United States at a critical and vulner-
able moment in our early history," said Fisher. "We are proud 
to help preserve the memory of another veteran whose name 
and service might be lost to generations yet born. Alden 
Hewitt has earned our thanks for protecting America." 
 Hewitt was a member of Sanford's Battalion of the New 
York Militia which fought the British at the Battle of Platts-
burgh, New York. After the war he moved to Licking 
County, Ohio where he lived until his death in 1856. Records 
show he was an very active and respected member of his 
community. 
 The government stone was issued by the U.S. Veterans 
Administration. A special commemorative medallion from 
the General Society of the War of 1812 will also be placed at 
the gravesite. 

Ohio Society will honor a Licking County veteran 
 "Regretfully, the passing of time and other conditions 
have taken their toll on the original Alden Hewitt grave stone 
which lies in pieces today. It will not be disturbed but with 
this additional stone and medallion we want to protect our 
ancestor's memory for years to come,” said Dennis Peterson 
of Midlothian, Virginia, a fourth great grandson of Hewitt 
who has helped organize the ceremony and the placement of 
the new stone marker. 
 Descendants of Alden Hewitt, as well as friends and oth-
ers interested in their family and community heritage, are 
welcome to attend the ceremony and program. A website has 
been established where guests can confirm their plans to at-
tend. It is www.aldenhewitt1812.com  
 Gaffield Cemetery is located at the southeast corner of 
Morse Road (CR25) and Outville Road (CR40) in Licking 
County, Ohio. It was established by the Gaffield Methodist 
Episcopal Church about 1820 but the church building has 
long since disappeared and today the cemetery property is 
maintained by St Albans Township. Graves of Revolutionary 
War veterans are also located there. 
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 The Ohio Genealogical Society (OGS) is proud to an-
nounce the formation of its fifth lineage society, The Society 
of Families of the Old Northwest Territory (SFONT). This 
new lineage society will be open to members and non-
members. Applications will be accepted starting on January 
1, 2016 with the first induction ceremony to be held during 
the 2017 annual conference in Sandusky, Ohio. 
 The Old Northwest Territory, officially called the United 
States Territory Northwest of the Ohio River, was created by 
the U.S. Congress through the Northwest Ordinance, and it 
existed between 13 July 1787 and 3 March 1803. The terri-
tory encompassed today’s Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, 
Wisconsin and parts of Minnesota. 
 It was the first organized area within the United States to 
outlaw slavery, establish freedom of religion, create public 
education, and provide inheritance laws for widows and their 
children. The Northwest Ordinance foreshadows the first ten 
amendments to the U.S. Bill of Rights. 
 This new lineage society will not only honor the memory 
of American ancestors living within the boundaries of the Old 
Northwest Territory but also those of Native American, 
French and British ancestry who were living in this area prior 
to this territory becoming a part of the United States. 
 The French established Cahokia (Illinois) in 1699 and 
Detroit (Michigan) in 1701. Other settlements were also 
founded by the French. The British received this territory 
after the French and Indian Wars and then the territory be-
come a part of the United States after the Revolutionary War. 
 The applicants must prove one of three conditions for 
membership. A) Your ancestor must have lived in what is 
now Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin or eastern Minnesota (east 
of the Mississippi River) between 13 July 1787 and when the 
Indiana Territory was created on 7 May 1800; B) Your ances-
tor must have lived in what is now Ohio or Michigan between 
13 July 1787 and when Ohio became a state on 3 March 
1803; or C) Your ancestor must have lived in what is now 
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin or eastern Min-
nesota prior to 13 Jul 1787 as a citizen of either France or 
Great Britain, or as a Native American. 
 Applicants are also eligible for admission to SFONT un-
der the following conditions: 
1) A native American who is a legal member of an existing 

Indian tribe which once lived within the boundaries of 
the Old Northwest Territory prior to 3 March 1803. 

2) A citizen of France who lived within the boundaries of 
the Old Northwest Territory prior to 10 February 1763 
(Treaty of Paris). 

3) A subject of Great Britain who lived within the bounda-
ries of the Old Northwest Territory prior to 29 February 
1796 (Jay Treaty). 

4) A citizen of the State of Virginia who lived in the 
County of Illinois between October 1778 and 1 March 
1784. 

5) A soldier from the armies of either France or Great Brit-
ain who was stationed within the boundaries of the Old 
Northwest Territory prior to 10 Feb 1763 for a French 
veteran and prior  to 1 March 1796  for a  British veteran.  

Ohio Genealogical Society launches Old Northwest Territory Society 

6) A soldier from the United States Army who was sta-
tioned within the boundaries of the Old Northwest Terri-
tory prior to 3 March 1803. 

7) An American who illegally settled within the Old North-
west Territory and who later took up legal residence. 
These settlers are commonly called “squatters.” 

 
 A member of 
SFONT may also 
be a descendant of 
one of the follow-
ing men who were 
civil officers in the 
Old Northwest 
Territory: Arthur 
St. Clair, Territo-
rial Governor; John 
Cleves Symmes, 
Supreme Court 
member; James 
Mitchell Varnum, 
Supreme Court 
member; Samuel 
Holden Parsons, Supreme Court member; Winthrop Sargent, 
Secretary; William Henry Harrison, Secretary and later a 
non-voting delegate to the U.S. Congress; Charles Willing 
Byrd, Secretary; William McMillan, non-voting delegate to 
the U.S. Congress; and Paul Fearing, non-voting delegate to 
the U.S. Congress. 
 Supplemental applications may be submitted after the 
original application has been approved for the original appli-
cant. Deadline for applications is 31 December of each year. 
Applications must be delivered to OGS or be postmarked by 
that date. 
 Applicants who are not accepted during the year in which 
they apply will have their applications filed at OGS head-
quarters for a five-year period. Applicants will have five 
years in which to submit sufficient documentation for accep-
tance. After this five-year period, a new application and ap-
plication fee must be submitted. 
   All applications must be signed by the applicant or by a 
person who compiled the application for the applicant. Un-
signed applications will not be reviewed. Final acceptance is 
up to the committee chair. Illegitimacy is not grounds for 
denial. However, only blood lines are eligible. Adoptive lines 
are not eligible. 
 Applicants, who can prove satisfactory lineal descent of 
one who lived in the Old Northwest Territory, according to 
the Society’s rules and guidelines, shall be eligible to join this 
Society. Applicants do not have to be members of the OGS. 
 OGS members will be able to join this Society for a fee of 
$40. Non-OGS members will have an application fee of $60. 
Application fees are non-refundable. All files and documen-
tation submitted in the application become the property of the 
Ohio Genealogical Society. 

  
Continued on page 6 
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Society of the War of 1812 
in the State of Ohio Books 

 

Harrison Scott Baker II 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados,  
Newfoundland and New Providence During the  

War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape 
of Good Hope  and Jamaica During the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During 

the War of 1812 — Two Volumes 
 

Eric Eugene Johnson 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Quebec During 
the War of 1812: 8 June 1813 – 11 December 1814 

 
American Prisoners of War held in Montreal and  

Quebec During the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Paroled at Dartmouth, 
Halifax, Jamaica and Odiham during the War of 

1812 

 
In progress 

 
American Prisoners of War held at Dartmoor during 

the War of 1812 

 
Other Books by Johnson 

 

Black Regulars in the War of 1812 
Ohio and the War of 1812 

Ohio’s Regulars in the War of 1812 
 

 Both Baker and Johnson have donated their books to 
the Ohio Society which means that all of the royalties 
from these books belong to the Ohio Society. These 
books can be ordered from Heritage Books, Inc. 
 

(http://www.heritagebooks.com) 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio is 
conducting a 20% off sale of books published by the society. 
The books will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis, 
and postage and handling is included in the discount price. 
 There are a limited numbers of copies per title. E-mail 
Eric Johnson at cen03214@centurytel.net to reserve your 
order. Orders over the limited amount per book will be placed 
on a waiting list in case the original orders are later cancelled. 
Prices below are suggested donations. 

 
3 sets available 

American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During the 

War of 1812 

 2 Volume Set – Originally $63.00 – Now $50.40 
 
3 books available 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados, New 

Providence and Newfoundland During the War of 1812 

 Originally $28.00 – Now $22.40 
 
3  books available 

American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape of 

Good Hope and Jamaica During the War of 1812 

 Originally $36.50 – Now $29.20 
 
1 book available 

American Prisoners of War Held in Quebec during the 

War of 1812 

 Originally $30.00  - Now $24.00 

    
   Continued from page 5 

 Approved applicants will receive a certificate and a medal 
at an annual banquet to be held in conjunction with the yearly 
spring OGS conference. Only one pin will be issued to each 
approved member. Applicants are encouraged to attend the 
banquet to receive this recognition. 
 For many applicants this will be a challenging undertak-
ing in order to prove ancestry since they will not only be 
dealing with American records but also French and British 
colonial records. The application form, rules & guidelines 
will be available on the OGS website by the end of December 
2015 (www.ogs.org). 

Donation saves 20% on Ohio Society books 
2 books available 

American Prisoners of War Held in Montreal and Quebec 

during the War of 1812 

 Originally $28.50  - Now $22.80 
 
1 book available 

Black Regulars in the War of 1812 

 Originally $18.00  - Now  $14.40 

The newest book in the 
Prisoner of War series is 
now available from Heri-
tage Books, Inc. 


