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 The family and friends attended a gravesite 
ceremony for Alden Hewitt, New York veteran 
of War of 1812, on Saturday, April 30, 2016 at 
the Gaffield Cemetery, St. Albans Township, 
Licking County, Ohio. 
 

Alden Hewitt  
Sanford's Battalion 
New York Militia  

War of 1812 
1790 - 1856 

 
 Ohio Society President Craig Fisher was in 
attendance in uniform with the Ohio Society of 
the War of 1812 color guard lead by Mark Vo-
zar of Brunswick, Ohio. Mark’s wife Barbara 
not only recorded the event with her images, 
but helped set up the Ohio Society’s table with 
literature. 
 Alden Hewitt’s descendent (and Virginia 
society member) Dennis Peterson gave a little open history of 
the family. Peterson also serves as Assistant Registrar, Vir-
ginia Society of the SAR, and he resides in Midlothian, Vir-
ginia. 
 Local historians followed with a background on some of 
the local founding families. Prior to unveiling of the new 
granite stone, President Fisher and a minister from the com-
munity lead the group in prayer. The closing ceremony ended 
with the marching in of the colors and a salute with flint-
locks.   
 Below are some comments by Peterson who took a year 
or more in preparing and scripting the Gaffield Cemetery 
program. 
 
 As I look over the many photographs taken at the cere-

mony, it is clear the Ohio 1812 Society Color Guardsmen 

combined with the Hocking Valley SAR Color Guard abso-

lutely made the program.  It was a memorable one for our 

family and guests.  The imagery of their uniforms and their 

billowing flags were a patriotic inspiration.  They lifted pride 

in our ancestor and our country.  We are grateful for all they 

did. What fine ambassadors they are for the General Society 

of the War of 1812 and its mission. 

 One other little thought, I don't think officials from St. 

Alban's Township realize it yet but the ceremony has led to 

renewed interest in volunteer care of the cemetery itself. 

There were guests in our audience who have their own an-   

Ohio Society honors Alden Hewitt, 1812 veteran 

cestors buried at Gaffield Cemetery and they spoke to me 

about upgrading and care of their family grave sites this 

summer.  That is a positive impact for Licking County abso-

lutely attributed to the work and mission of the Society of the 

War of 1812 in the State of Ohio. 

 These are two immediate thoughts which come to my 

mind.  One additional memory I might throw in was my first 

experience dealing with the Veterans Administration. The 

process of requesting a headstone was not difficult at all and 

the best part of it was the cost.  Free! I think adding the 1812 

Society medallion to the V.A.'s headstone gives the site extra 

dignity and provides a lasting memory of my ancestor's ser-

vice to his country in the War of 1812. 
 

Continued on page 5  

President Fisher laying a wreath on Alden Hewitt gravesite 

Notice !!! 
 

The July 16th meeting has 
been moved to July 23rd 

 

See page 4 for details 
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Society of the War of 1812 
 in the State of Ohio’s Officers 

Secretary’s Report                Richard Juergens 

Meeting Dates for 2016 
 

April 16— MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
July 23—OGS Library, Bellville, OH 

October 22 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

 The annual meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in 
the State of Ohio was held on 26 April 2016 at the MCL Res-
taurant in Upper Arlington, Ohio. 
 Members Present – Paul Morehouse, Eric Johnson, Rich-
ard Davis, Richard Juergens, Craig Fisher, Thomas Gallo-
way, and Keith Ashley. Guests: Robert Pollack and Tim 
Mills. 
 Program presented by Colonel Robert D. Pollack, Vice 
President General for Military Awards, who spoke on the 
General Society’s ROTC awards program. 
 Minutes were read by Richard Juergens and motion to 
accept by Keith Ashley and seconded by Eric Johnson.  Mo-
tion accepted. Treasure report was read. Motion by Paul 
Morehouse to accept, seconded by Thomas Galloway. Mo-
tion carried. 
 A motion was made by Paul Morehouse to accept Charles 
Edward Herrnstein as member No. 199. Seconded by Keith 
Ashley.  Motion carried. 
 A motion made by Paul Morehouse to accept Timothy 
Earl Mills as member No. 200. Seconded by Keith Ashley.  
Motion carried. A motion made by Paul Morehouse to accept 
Ervin Leon Chany Jr. as member No. 201. Seconded by Rich-
ard Davis.  Motion carried   
 A motion made by Paul  Morehouse, to accept Robert D. 
Pollack as a duel member. His Ohio number will be No. 202. 
Seconded by Richard Davis. Motion carried. A motion to 
appoint Paul Morehouse as genealogist was made by Richard 
Davis and seconded by Keith Ashley.  Motion carried. 
 A run down on the duties of the officers of the society 
was given by Vice President Richard Davis. A motion was 
made by Eric Johnson to accept the amended By-Llaws and 
seconded by Paul Morehouse. Motion was tabled to the sum-
mer meeting. 
 A motion by Paul Morehouse and seconded by Richard 
Davis to a lot $500.00 dollars to the Web site. Motion car-
ried.   The new table skirt was viewed. A motion made by 
Paul Morehouse and seconded by Richard Davis to adjourn.  
Motion carried. 
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President’s Message                           Craig Fisher 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any 
compatriot in a PDF format instead of having the 
newsletter mailed as it has been in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-
mail, please contact the editor and the newsletter 
will be e-mailed to you in the future. 

 Having participated in my first rededication of a veteran’s 
monument was a stirring and rewarding experience. In an age 
when commemorations and observances of past lives and 
events seem out-of-date, it was all the more touching to be on 
the receiving end of a heart felt “thank you” by the Licking 
County leadership. 
 What I came away with from that surprisingly well-
attended cemetery on the corner of two rural crossroads, was 
a renewed appreciation for country cemeteries. As Dennis 
Peterson, the organizer and descendant of Alden Hewitt men-
tioned in an email… 
 “There were guests in our audience who have their own an-

cestors buried at Gaffield Cemetery and they spoke to me 

about upgrading and care of their family grave sites this 

summer.” 

 Here we have tangible proof that cemeteries can be more 
than the final repository of the community’s citizenry, but a 
real stage and platform for bringing together stakeholders 
who see the site as an important toe-hold in the region’s past 
and reminder of a great heritage. 
 For those chasing down a distant ancestor, there may be 
no paper trail but there is often a grave marker. These mark-
ers and monuments such as were left scattered in the Gaffield 
cemetery seem to have no owner. No one can even place the 
original location of the old Methodist Church which once 
shared the approach to the cemetery. There’s little public 
money set aside to care for these remote plots. Instead, 
they’re on their own, unless volunteers help. 

 A recent article in the Columbus Dispatch (“Figuring out 
how to protect Ohio’s old Cemeteries”) by Dispatch Writer 
Eric Albrecht, May 29, 2016) mentions the challenges in pre-
serving the oldest of Ohio’s country cemeteries. 
 How to respect and maintain cemeteries is a discussion 
that goes on all over Ohio. 
 More than 14,000 ceme-
teries dot the state, including 
large, active cemeteries and 
tiny, abandoned family 
graveyards. The number in-
cludes cemeteries run by 
municipalities and townships 
and by private associations, 
said Tom Neel, library direc-
tor of the Ohio Genealogical 
Society. 
 “Genealogists definitely 
love cemeteries and think 
they should be protected and 
preserved as long as possi-
ble,” Neel said. “We feel 
access is important.” 
 A patchwork of state laws 
governs cemeteries, and an 
advisory group is meeting to 
discuss whether to stream-
line and modernize cemetery 
laws. The Ohio Cemetery Law Task Force, authorized in the 
state budget that took effect on July 1, plans to issue a report 
with recommendations to the governor and legislature by 
September 29. 
 “Cemeteries supply a lot of information about Ohio’s past 
and America’s past,” said Stephen C. George of the Ohio 
Historical Society, who is a task-force member. 
 Family histories are found in the names engraved on 
headstones and written in cemetery records, and magnificent 
art and architecture fill some of the grander cemeteries. Na-
ture lovers and bird-watchers are drawn to the serene green 
space of cemeteries, George said. “There are a lot of good 
things that come from cemeteries 
 So when you are asked to join in an 1812 veteran’s com-
memoration, make sure the local government media, libraries 
and historical societies know. It becomes a much needed 
wake-up call and in the case of Gaffield, a successful call to a 
sleepy community to protect its neglected cemeteries as a 
grounds keeper said to me, “It’s a park. It’s an art gallery. It’s 
a silent place for peace. You can just get lost in it.” 

Craig Fisher 

Memorial Day ceremony at Cincinnati’s 
Spring Grove Cemetery 

 

 What we now call “Memorial Day” was founded as 
“Decoration Day” in the years immediately following the 
American Civil War, at the behest of John A. Logan, the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, the 
largest organization of Union Veterans of said war. 
 Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati, Ohio, is said to be 
the second largest cemetery in these United States. On Me-
morial Day of each year, there is held at the cemetery an im-
pressive ceremony conducted by the General William H. 
Lytle Camp of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
and the 6th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, a Civil War re-
enactment group. 
 This year’s event featured the traditional wreath-
presentations, flags a-flying, musket-salutes, etc., for a crowd 
estimated at nearly 300. U. S. Congressman Brad Wenstrup 
(Ohio, 2nd District) was the featured speaker. 
 Spring Grove Cemetery is the resting place of some 5,000 
Union soldiers, including 40 generals, so the ceremony has a 
decided Civil War flavor. However, this year’s event in-
cluded a touch of the War of 1812. 
 Thanks to an anonymous donor, each attendee at the cere-
mony was presented a small U.S. flag on behalf of the Soci-
ety of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio. So many flags in 
so many hands genuinely enhanced the patriotic spirit of the 
ceremony! 

Richard Davis 
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 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio will 
host its summer meeting and its 11th annual research day on 
23 July 2015 at the Ohio Genealogical Society Library, Bell-
ville, Ohio. 
 This is a golden opportunity to have potential new mem-
bers attend where they can receive help with their applica-
tions and their lineage. 
 The library is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The meeting 
will begin at noon and it is asked that those attending the 
meeting please be at the library by 11 a.m. so that orders can 
be taken for box lunches. These lunches will be served during 
the meeting. Attendees may also bring their own lunches. 
Guests are always welcomed.  

Ohio Society to host 11th 
annual research day 

Directions 
 

Take I-71 to Mansfield to Exit 165 
Take State Route 97 east towards Bellville 
The OGS library is approximately 1.5 miles 
    east on the right side of SR 97. 

 Peter King was born in Bosenbach, Germany, on 28 Jun 
1782. His parents were John (Johannes) Christian King 
(Konig) and Anna Catherine 
Baum. The family migrated to 
America abroad the Patsy 

Rutledge, arriving on 27 Sep-
tember 1788. After initially set-
tling in Rockingham County, 
Virginia, the family moved on 
to Thorn Township, Perry 
County, Ohio, in 1803. Peter's 
father, John Christian King, 
organized the first Lutheran 
German Reformed Church in 
Perry County and served as the 
county's first preacher, as a lay 
minister.  
 For some years after his arri-
val in Ohio, Peter King resided 
on a farm in Thorn Township 
and afterwards traded his property for a farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres, located in section 17, Hopewell Township, 
Perry County, Ohio. He also received a sawmill and grist mill 
located on a stream near his farm. He spent the majority of 
his life on this farm, devoting his attention to the operation of 
his land and the mills located there.  

Peter King’s Tombstone 

Biography of Peter King, War of 1812 veteran 
 Peter was married on 1 September 1812 to Mary Magda-
lene Whitmer, the daughter of Peter Whitmer, a Revolution-
ary War veteran, and Mary Magdalene Overmeyer, who had 
moved from Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, to Belmont 
County, Ohio, in 1799 and then on to Perry County, Ohio in 
1801. Peter and Mary had fifteen children, born between 
1813 and 1840.  
 Just eight months after his marriage, Peter King began 
military service as a corporal in Captain Adam Binkley’s 
company, Colonel Mills Stephenson’s 2nd Regiment of the 
Ohio Militia, serving at Fort Stephenson in north central 
Ohio. He received a quarter section of land in Wyandot 
County, Ohio, in recognition of his military service, and also 
purchased additional large tracts of Indian lands in Wyandot 
County.  
 By his hard work, close attention to business and capable 
management, Peter King accumulated a handsome compe-
tence and was widely known as a very successful man. In 
politics he was an old-line Whig. Both he and his wife were 
devoted members of the German Reformed Church, of which 
he was an elder for many years.  
 Peter died on his farm on 4 March 1858 at the age of 75. 
He is buried next to his wife in St. Paul's Church Cemetery in 
Glenford, Perry County, Ohio. His grave marker reads: "Peter 
King - Ohio - Corpl. - Binkley's Co. 2 Ohio Mil - War of 
1812 - March 4, 1858."  

John Cross, a new member of the Ohio Society 

Ohio Society needs ROTC presenters 
 
 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio is 
looking for a few good men to present the General Society of 
the War of 1812 ROTC Awards to deserving sophomore ca-
dets at the following universities during spring 2017. 
 

Bowling Green State University (Army) 
Kent State University (Army and Air Force) 
Ohio State University ( Army, Navy and Air Force) 
Ohio University (Army and Air Force) 
University of Akron (Army) 
University of Cincinnati ( Army and Air Force) 
University of Toledo (Army) 
Wright State University (Air Force) 
Youngstown State University (Army) 

 
 Each ROTC detachment (Army, Navy or Air Force) hosts 
a spring banquet to honor cadets for their achievements dur-
ing the school year. The General Society of the War of 1812 
ROTC Award honors the sophomore cadet with the best aca-
demic record. 
 If you like to get dressed up and get a free meal, contact 
Robert Pollock, Vice President General of Military Awards at 
robert.d.pollock@gmail.com. Helping to honor the future 
warriors of America can be very rewarding. 
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Lorain County honors veterans 
 

 The General Society of the War of 1812 in the State of 
Ohio participated in this year’s Lorain County Memorial Ser-
vice on 29 May 2016 in Lorain, Ohio. This yearly event hon-
ors the veterans of all of America’s wars. This year’s event 
highlighted the Sons and Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survi-
vors. 
 Eric Johnson of the Ohio Society laid a basket of flowers 
honoring the veterans of the War of 1812. Both hereditary 
and veteran’s organizations participated in this ceremony. 
The Lorain High School Junior ROTC cadets served as the 
color guard. 

(in the Alden Hewitt continuation) 
 
     For further information about the Hewitt program along 
with research in the family and the surrounding community 
you are invited to go to: http://www.aldenhewitt1812.com 
 The effort and planning that Mr. Peterson put into the 
communication and planning of the new marker, along with 
the ceremony and the accompanying website serves as a re-
minder of what is possible with fore thought and follow 
through. The ceremony was close by say that the ceremony 
was attended by Ohio members of the Franklin County SAR, 
Granville Chapter of the DAR as well as the Daughters of the 
War of 1812. Each contributed to help make this an experi-
ence that the attending descendants will long remember. 

 It began as a supply depot during the War of 1812, 
morphing into a point of entry for settlers traveling to the area 
along the Auglaize River, nestled along the river in what is 
now Logan Township. While Fort Amanda itself no longer 
stands, the Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District, 
along with the Ohio History Connection, is hopeful that re-
cent renovations made to Fort Amanda Park help make that 
riverbank bustle with activity once again. 
 Thanks to $300,000 from the Ohio War of 1812 Bicenten-
nial Commission, the park district was able to reinforce the 
eroding riverbank along the park, shore up a path leading 
down from the park area to a monument honoring the history 
of the fort and secure the cemetery where some of the sol-
diers from the time of the fort are buried. 
 “The trail was slumping and one thing we were really 
concerned about was (the soldiers’ graves),” Ohio History 
Connection director of historic sites and facilities George 
Kane said during a site rededication ceremony Sunday. “It 
was an expensive fix, but we were glad to be able to do it.” 
 Along with reinforcing the shoreline and trail, as well as 
paving the entirety of the trail, new interpretive signs were 
also placed in the park outlining the history of the fort and its 
significance. 
 “It’s a testament to the richness of Ohio’s history,” ac-
cording to Glenda Greenwold, board president for Ohio His-
tory Connection. “We really want to connect the past so we 
can experience it today, and we also want to learn from today 
so we can have a richer tomorrow. Anything we can do from 
the Ohio History Connection to bring those forces together 
will make us richer for it.” 
 With that work now complete, Kane is optimistic the con-
nection with the history of Fort Amanda will remain strong 
for years to come. 
 “I’m hopeful that people will be able to enjoy this area 
with their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren,” 
he said. 
 Located on state Route 198 just south of Fort Amanda 
Road, the park is open daylight hours throughout the year. 
 

Craig Kelly 
Lima News, Lima Ohio, 12 Jun 2016 

Historic Fort Amanda Park re-dedicated 

Compatriot Bill Huber and his wife Linda 

Black Swamp Volunteers firing a salute 
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Society of the War of 1812 
in the State of Ohio Books 

 

Harrison Scott Baker II 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados,  
Newfoundland and New Providence During the  

War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape 
of Good Hope  and Jamaica During the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During 

the War of 1812 — Two Volumes 
 

Eric Eugene Johnson 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Quebec During 
the War of 1812: 8 June 1813 – 11 December 1814 

 
American Prisoners of War held in Montreal and  

Quebec During the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Paroled at Dartmouth, 
Halifax, Jamaica and Odiham during the War of 

1812 

 
In progress 

 
American Prisoners of War held at Dartmoor during 

the War of 1812 

 
Other Books by Johnson 

 

Black Regulars in the War of 1812 
Ohio and the War of 1812 

Ohio’s Regulars in the War of 1812 
 

 Both Baker and Johnson have donated their books to 
the Ohio Society which means that all of the royalties 
from these books belong to the Ohio Society. These 
books can be ordered from Heritage Books, Inc. 
 

(http://www.heritagebooks.com) 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio is 
conducting a 20% off sale of books published by the society. 
The books will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis, 
and postage and handling is included in the discount price. 
 There are a limited numbers of copies per title. E-mail 
Eric Johnson at cen03214@centurytel.net to reserve your 
order. Orders over the limited amount per book will be placed 
on a waiting list in case the original orders are later cancelled. 
Prices below are suggested donations. 

 
3 sets available 

American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During the 

War of 1812 

 2 Volume Set – Originally $63.00 – Now $50.40 
 
3 books available 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados, New 

Providence and Newfoundland During the War of 1812 

 Originally $28.00 – Now $22.40 
 
3  books available 

American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape of 

Good Hope and Jamaica During the War of 1812 

 Originally $36.50 – Now $29.20 
 
1 book available 

American Prisoners of War Held in Quebec during the 

War of 1812 

 Originally $30.00  - Now $24.00 

Donation saves 20% on Ohio Society books 
2 books available 

American Prisoners of War Held in Montreal and Quebec 

during the War of 1812 

 Originally $28.50  - Now $22.80 
 
1 book available 

Black Regulars in the War of 1812 

 Originally $18.00  - Now  $14.40 

Second Ohio Society Raffle 
 
 The Ohio Society is conducting its second raffle to help 
avoid a potential dues increase. Up for grabs is a full-colored 
lithograph of an Ohio militiaman from the War of 1812 by 
Craig Fisher, a signed book by Gerard T. Altoff entitled 
Oliver Hazard Perry & the Battle of Lake Erie, a pewter plate 
from the 2003 Triennial Convention (which was held by the 
Ohio Society in Toledo, Ohio), and the War of 1812 Bicen-
tennial Medals. 
 
1) Lithograph of an Ohio militiaman (value priceless) 
 
2) War of 1812 Bicentennial Medal and War of 1812 Bicen-

tennial Medal (Miniature) (value $85.00) 
 
3) Oliver Hazard Perry & the Battle of Lake Erie (Value 

$10.95—autographed book) 
 
4) Pewter plate from the 2003 Triennial 
 
 Drawing will be held during the July 2016 meeting. Tick-
ets are $1 each, 6 tickets for $5 or $10 for 15 tickets. They 
can be purchased from Paul Morehouse (contact information 
is on page 2). 


