
 

 

The Lake Erie Ledger 
A Publication of the  

Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 

October 2017 Organized January 8, 1895 Volume 30, Number 3 

John H. Franklin 
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 Compatriot John H. Franklin, Junior of the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
State of Ohio has been awarded the National Society Sons of the American Revolu-
tion’s Minuteman Award during ceremonies held at the 127th Annual SAR Congress 
in Knoxville, Tennessee this past July. 
 The SAR Minuteman Award is the highest award presented to a member by 
the SAR, and is presented for distinguished service rendered to the organization on 
the national level. The medal is awarded to no more than six recipients per year. 
 Franklin is a member of the Western Reserve Society of Cleveland and he has 
held a number of leadership positions at the local, state, and national levels, includ-
ing the SAR Ohio Society state presidency. He is a George Washington Fellow and 
was previously awarded the Color Guardsman of the Year in 2010. Both are SAR 
awards 

The General Society of the War of 1812 held its 
2017 Triennial at Plattsburgh, New York, between Sep-
tember 7 and 10. Representing the Ohio Society at the 
Triennial were President Dr. Richard Davis and Eric 
Johnson. 

Attending were forty-eight members of the General 
Society and eleven members of the National Society 
United States Daughters of 1812 including President 
Jacqueline Lynne Schulman. 

Four Ohio Society members were elected to general 
officer’s positions in the General Society. President Da-
vis was elected as the Archivist General. Johnson was 
elected as the Registrar General and he becomes a 
member of the General Society’s Executive Committee. 

Colonel Robert Pollack was re-elected as the Vice 
President General of Military Awards. Vice President 
Shawn Cox was elected as the Vice President General 
for the State of Ohio. 

The Triennial was held in conjunction with the 
203rd anniversary of the Battles of Plattsburgh and 
Lake Champlain. Included in the activities were a me-
morial service at the Riverside Cemetery where many 
British and American combatants were buried, visits to 
the museums and historic sites in Plattsburgh, marching 
in a parade in downtown Plattsburgh, a dinner in the 
Elks Club overlooking the bay where the Battle of Lake 
Champlain occurred and a formal dinner. 

 

Four Ohioans elected as general officers at Triennial 
A three hour 

business meeting 
was also held where 
the new officers 
were elected, and 
the sites of the next 
two business meet-
ings and Triennial 
were accepted. The 
City and Town of 
Plattsburgh were 
most gracious to the 
members of the 
General Society. 

The General So-
ciety’s newest book 
entitled Roster of 
Members and Their 
Ancestors of the General Society of the War of 1812, 
Bicentennial Edition was available for purchase during 
the Triennial. The book was compiled by Eric Johnson 
and forwarded by outgoing President General Thomas 
Jacks. 

The Society of the Second War with Great Britain in 
the State of New York hosted the 2017 Triennial. The 
next Triennial will be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia on 8-11 October 2020. 

Dr. Richard and Mary Davis 

Compatriot Franklin receives top SAR award 
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Society of the War of 1812 
 in the State of Ohio’s Officers 

Secretary’s Report                Richard Juergens  

The July meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
State of Ohio was held on 8 July 2017 at the Ohio Genealogi-
cal Society’s library in Bellville, Ohio. Members present 
were Paul Morehouse, Eric Johnson, Richard Davis, Richard 
Juergens, Keith Ashley, Robert Pollack, Larry Collins, 
Thomas Galloway, and James Houston. 
 The Invocation was given by Keith Ashley. The minutes 
were read by Juergens, and a motion to accept was made by 
Morehouse and seconded by Pollock. The motion was accept-
ed. The treasurer’s report was read by Juergens. Morehouse 
moved to accept the report. It was seconded by Ashley and 
then it was approved. 

A motion was made by Morehouse and seconded by Ash-
ley to purchase a book for the OGS Library as a memorial in 
memory of Kenneth Richard Wilson. The subject of the book 
must be on the War of 1812 and the cost of the book was not 
to exceed $45. The motion carried. 

A motion was made by Johnson to accept Douglas Lloyd 
Shelhammer as member no. 212. It was seconded by Ashley. 
The motion carried. A motion made by Johnson to accept 
William L Evans as member no. 213. It was seconded by 
Keith Ashley. The motion carried. A motion was made by 
Johnson to accept James H. Houston as member no. 214. It 
was seconded by Morehouse. The motion carried 

President Davis read a letter to support the Ohio House 
Bill protecting Civil War canons, monuments and other arti-
facts. A discussion on the officer’s job descriptions was held. 
These descriptions need to be formalized and added to the 
Ohio Society’s by-laws. 

A vote was taken to make Johnson the Ohio Society’s 
marshal. The vote passed. The fall meeting will be held on 
October 14, 2017. The Benediction was given by Collins. A 
motion made by Morehouse and seconded by Galloway to 
adjourn. The motion carried. 
 

 

Welcome new members 
 

Douglas Lloyd Shelhammer, member no. 212 
William L Evans, member no. 213 
James H. Houston, member no. 214 

 
Reinstated 

Robert Dale Reid, member no. 61 

2018 dues are being accepted 
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President’s Message                      Richard A. Davis, Ph.D. 

General Society publishes new book 
 
The General Society of the 

War of 1812 has released its 
newest book entitled Roster of 
Members and Their Ancestors 
of the General Society of the 
War of 1812, Bicentennial 
Edition. This book is a listing 
of all approved applications 
between 1894 and July of 
2015. It includes the names of 
the members, society numbers 
(both general society and 
states), and the name and state 
of service of the War of 1812 
ancestors. 

Also included in this book 
is a history of the society, list 
of past president generals, 
meetings of the general socie-
ty, general officers between 
2011 and 2017, veteran members, and the charter and certifi-
cate of incorporation. 

The book was compiled by Eric Johnson and forwarded 
by Thomas Jacks. It is hard covered with 384 pages. It can be 
ordered from Thomas E. Jacks, 327 Devon Drive, Mande-
ville, LA 70448-3316. The cost is $35 postpaid. Make checks 
payable to the General Society of the War of 1812. 

Looking for a new editor! If you are interested in be-
ing the next editor of the Lake Erie Ledger, please con-
tact Eric Johnson. 

The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio is 
fiscally sound. We have a total of 67 members, and this num-
ber continues to grow. During the past year, we warmly, and 
sincerely, welcomed the following compatriots to our ranks: 
Albert Edward Abrams, Robert Allen Abrams, Kenneth Car-
penter, David Richard Curtiss, William L. Evans, James H. 
Houston, Jerry Lam Rees, Douglas Lloyd Shelhammer, 
James Shough, Shaun P. Smith, and Edward Lewis Wil-
kinson. 

We, as a society, continue to look for ways to broaden the 
appeal of the organization, and, thereby, increase member-
ship ----- and, thereby, allow us to do more to remember and 
honor our 1812 forebears. 

ROTC awards 
This year the Ohio Society presented 15 awards to de-

serving cadets enrolled in various ROTC programs at a num-
ber of colleges and universities across the State, be they Ar-
my, Navy, or Air Force: 

 

Bowling Green State University (2), Kent 
State University, Ohio State University (3), 
Ohio University (Athens; 2), University of 
Cincinnati (2), University of Toledo, 
Wright State University (Dayton; 2), Xavi-
er University (Cincinnati), and Youngs-
town State University.  
 

Personally, I had the great, good pleasure of presenting 
two awards (certificate, medal & ribbon) at two separate cer-
emonies at the University of Cincinnati. Commendations also 
are due to Keith Ashley and, especially, to Robert D. Pollock 
for yeoman service in making the presentations of these 
awards a reality. 

Other events and activities 
On Saturday, 11 September 2016, President Craig Fisher 

represented the Ohio Society, in Lancaster, Ohio, at the re-
dedication of a monument to, among others, David Carpen-
ter, who served in Captain John Howell’s Company, Colonel 
John Delong’s Regiment, in the War of 1812.  

Other than the Triennial Election and Installation of Of-
ficers of the Ohio Society, the highlight of the April “Annual 
Meeting” of the Ohio Society was a splendid presentation by 
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, of Mansfield, Ohio. Titled The 
War of 1812 – America’s Second War of Independence, it 
was a fine overview of said war, its history, results, and im-
plications, and it gave good advice on doing genealogical 
research on those who served in that conflict. 

The Ohio Society made a donation to sponsor a lecturer 
at the Ohio Genealogical Society’s annual conference in 
April of 2017. 

Also in April 2017, on the 30th, I represented the Ohio 
Society at the Spring Gathering of Lineage Societies in Sha-
ronville, near Cincinnati. The purpose was to let folks in the 
area who are interested in genealogy know about our society, 
its goals, its activities, and how to go about becoming a 
member. 

On 13 August 2017, I attended, on behalf of the Ohio 
Society, a picnic sponsored by the Cincinnati Chapter of the 
National Society Sons of the American Revolution that in-
cluded members of several of the patriotic, genealogical or-
ganizations in the Cincinnati area. Among the topics dis-
cussed was how these various groups might work together to 
further the cause of patriotism in the region. 
 

KUDOS ! 
Craig Fisher, immediate past pres-

ident, for all the work he has been 
doing on the Ohio Society’s website 
and to provide a Facebook presence 
for the Society. 

Dr. George Fry, for long and dis-
tinguished service as chaplain of the 
Ohio Society, upon his retirement 
from said office. 

Eric Johnson and Paul Morehouse, 
current and former registrar-
genealogist, respectively, for their 
exemplary work obtaining and pro-
cessing the applications of all the new members. 

Eric Johnson, on the release of his new book for the Ohio 
Society: American Prisoners of War Held at Dartmoor dur-
ing the War of 1812. And, on a broader perspective, for his 
long-term (and ongoing!) research and publishing efforts to 
make hard-to-reach data on those Americans who served in 
the War of 1812 more readily available to members of the 
historical and genealogical communities, and to the General 
Public! 

My hat is off to all of you! 
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 On 14 November 1812, along the banks of the Maumee 
River in northwestern Ohio, during the War of 1812, the 
military forces of Brigadier General Edward W. Tupper of 
the Ohio militia defeated a mounted Indian attack near the 
Maumee Rapids. Most historians and students of the War of 
1812 dismiss this battle as a minor skirmish not worth writ-
ing about. 
 The question is: what is a battle and what is a skirmish? 
Historically, a battle is a military operation in which the two 
opposing forces plan their strategies and attacks their oppo-
nent in military fashion on a pre-set battlefield. A skirmish 
is an unplanned military operation in which opposing forces 
meets unintentionally and begins to fight. Many skirmishes 
will lead into a full-scale battle, such as what happened at 
Gettysburg during the American Civil War. 
 The second part of this scenario is what happens after 
the battle is over. Was that battle a strategic victory or a 
tactical victory? The Battles of Chippewa and Lundy’s Lane 
were American tactical victories during the third year of the 
war but these two battles were also a strategic victory for 
the British, even though they lost both battles. The Ameri-
can objectives were to march down the Niagara River in 
Canada from Fort Erie and capture Fort George at the other 
end of the river, and then to proceed along Lake Ontario to 
Burlington Heights destroying the British army. Both ar-
mies were exhausted after the battles and the Americans 
withdrew back to Fort Erie. This was a strategic victory for 
the British since they stopped the Americans from obtaining 
their objectives. 
 The number of men involved in either a skirmish or a 
battle is irrelevant. There can be two men or two million 
men. What counts is the training and the discipline of the 
soldiers, and the abilities of a commander to plan an attack 
and to be able to adjust the plans to any condition. 
 General Tupper commanded the 2nd Ohio Volunteer 
Brigade consisting of 1,000 militiamen who were ordered to 
Fort Detroit as six-month reinforcements for Brigadier Gen-
eral William Hull. On 16 August 1812 while the brigade 
was still being formed, General Hull surrendered his Army 
of the Northwest to the British at Fort Detroit. 
 Tupper’s brigade was reassigned to Brigade General 
William Henry Harrison as Harrison was rebuilding the 
Army of the Northwest. The brigade was re-designated as 
the 1st Ohio Detachment and it was chosen as the central 
division of Harrison’s new army. Colonel Charles Miller of 
Coshocton County became the commander of General Tup-
per’s 2nd Regiment while Colonel Robert Safford of Gallia 
County became the commander of the 3rd Regiment. Major 
James Galloway of Xenia, Green County, was the com-
mander of an independent battalion of mounted infantry and 
mounted spies, which was assigned to this brigade as the 1st 
Regiment. The 1st Regiment was from the southwestern 
counties of Ohio while the 2nd and 3rd Regiments were from 
the southeastern area of Ohio. 
 General Harrison’s western division consisted of four 
militia regiments from Kentucky plus three companies of 
the 17th Regiment of U.S. Infantry and one company from 
the 19th Regiment of U.S. Infantry. This division was under 
the command of Brigadier General James Winchester. This 
division left Kentucky and headed for Fort Wayne, Territo-
ry of Indiana. From Fort Wayne, the division headed down 
the Maumee River with hopes  of meeting up with the  other 

Battle of the Maumee Rapids 
two divisions. 
 Brigadier General Simon Perkins led the 2nd Ohio De-
tachment which was organized from the counties in north-
eastern Ohio. General Harrison assigned this brigade as part 
of the eastern division of his army. The eastern division was 
made up of a militia brigade from Pennsylvania and another 
one from Virginia plus the brigade under General Perkins. 
There was no overall commander for the eastern division. 
 General Harrison’s objectives were for the western divi-
sion to come down the Maumee River from Fort Wayne to 
the rapids of the Maumee River while General Tupper would 
come up to the rapids using General Hull’s road from Urba-
na, Ohio. General Perkins’ brigade would travel to the rapids 
using the postal road between the rapids and Cleveland, 
Ohio. Brigadier General Richard Crooks of the 2nd Pennsyl-
vania Brigade would come from Pittsburgh through Mans-
field and then to the rapids while Brigadier General Joel 
Leftwich of the Western Virginia Brigade would travel from 
Point Pleasant, in now West Virginia, to Chillicothe and then 
to the rapids. 
 The three divisions were not able to meet at the rapids at 
the same time. General Winchester took it upon himself to 
advance to Fort Detroit after arriving at the rapids and he 
was defeated on 22 January 1813 at the Battle of the River 
Raisin. The eastern division arrived at the rapids before Win-
chester’s division had left and they began the process of 
building Fort Meigs a few miles down the river from the 
rapids. Their enlistments expired before the fort was finished 
and they returned home. 
 General Tupper’s brigade arrived at Fort McArthur in 
what is now Hardin County on 31 October 1812. Approxi-
mately, one-fourth of the detachment was unfit for duty due 
to sickness. The march from Urbana has taken its toll. 
 General Tupper sent Captain Hinkson and his spy compa-
ny (rangers) to reconnoiter the rapids on 9 November 1812. 
The spies reported back that there were eighty mounted Indi-
ans warriors and fifty British soldiers, two gunboats, six ba-
teaux and a schooner at the rapids. The men returned with 
Captain Clark, a captured British officer (first name un-
known). The purpose of the British raid was to carry off a 
quantity of corn near the rapids. The area of the rapids had 
been the home of seventy-five French-Canadian families 
who had left for Detroit after the war started in August. 
 On November 10th, General Tupper prepared a detach-
ment of 650 men and headed towards the rapids with each 
man carrying five days rations. The other 350 men were ei-
ther too sick to travel or were needed to guard the fort. 
 When General Tupper arrived at the Portage River on 
November 13th, 20 miles south of the rapids, he again sent 
forward a spy detachment to get an update on the activities 
of the enemy. This detail returned that night and reported 
that the British and Indians were encamped in a secure for-
mation near the rapids on the western side of the river. The 
Indians were drinking heavily. 
 General Tupper’s force then prepared to attack the enemy 
on the western side of the river the next morning. The force 
had a difficult time trying to cross the Maumee River. The 
current was swift and many men were washed down the river 
with their weapons. All of these men were saved. 
 

Continued on page 5 
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 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any com-
patriot in a PDF format instead of having the newsletter 
mailed as it has been in the past. Contact the editor. 

Meeting Dates for 2017 
 

April 8— MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
July 8—OGS Library, Bellville, OH 

October 14 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

 The brigade withdrew to its camp near the rapids and then 
re-grouped with Colonel Safford commanding the left flank 
of the brigade while Colonel Miller commanded the right 
rank. Major Galloway’s battalion was held in reserves.  
 A number of men from the left flank decided to leave 
formation and gather corn in a nearby field. A large force of 
mounted Indians attacked from behind the American lines 
and they killed four of the men. The left flank was ordered to 
attack this mounted force. In a twenty-minute battle, the Indi-
ans were driven from the field as the left flank advanced in 
line formation The Indians were not able to break the Ameri-
can line.  
 A second wave of Indians tired to cross the river at the 
rapids and attack the right flank, which was also in line for-
mation. The troops took minor causalities while the Indians 
suffered greatly and retreated back across the river. As the 
Indians were crossing the rapids, the troops fired upon them 
sending many Indians both killed and wounded, plus their 
horse, down the river. The Indians ended their assault. 
 During the assault by the Indians, the British did fire two 
of their cannons from their ship, which Lieutenant John Jack-
son claimed was the Queen Charlotte. The ship was a three-
mast sloop-of-war carrying sixteen guns. It was not a schoon-
er. The British had also marched their soldiers on the other 
side of the river with fifes and drums playing which was 
more of a scare tactic than an actual assault. The British sol-
diers were too few in number to try and engage the Ameri-
cans. 
 Late in the evening General Tupper and his men headed 
back towards Fort McArthur, for their provisions and ammu-
nition were almost exhausted. General Tupper’s brigade re-
mained at Fort McArthur for a short time and then they 
moved to the rapids as the eastern division arrived in the area. 
The four brigades (Tupper’s, Perkins’, Leftwich’s and 
Crook’s) began the construction of Fort Meigs but they were 
released from military duty in February 1813 when their tours 
of duty expired. 

Battle of the Maumee Rapids (continued) 

 General Tupper, in this after-action report, claimed that 
they were from 400 to 500 Indians engaged in the fighting. 
Overall, there were over a thousand men from both sides who 
participated in this battle. 
 The Ohio militia held their ground, remained in line for-
mation, and followed the orders of their officers (accept for a 
few men). Tupper was able to change his tactics and to suc-
cessfully defend against the Indians during a two-sided attack. 
The causalities on the American side were four killed and a 
couple wounded. It is unknown how many Indians were killed 
and wounded in this engagement. 
 It was an important tactical victory for the Ohio militia, 
even though it was a ‘minor’ battle. Strategically, it was also 
an American victory since it forced the British and their Indi-
an allies to withdraw back to Canada without having gather 
all of the food sources that they needed for their troops. Had 
the Ohioans not held their formation during this battle, this 
would have been a totally different article. 

Eric E. Johnson 

1812 Patriot Grave Marking 

 
On Tuesday, October 17th at 3:00 P.M., the Fort McHenry 

Chapter of Temecula, California, of the National Society 
United States Daughters of 1812, will dedicate an 1812 mark-
er for veteran William Robeson. The ceremony will be hosted 
by Fort McHenry Chapter President Kay Hildebrandt, Chap-
ter Registrar Candace Suneson, and by Kathleen Stuckey 
Fox, of Oxford, Ohio. William Robeson (1772-1827) fought 
in the War of 1812, at the battle of Fort Meigs. He is buried, 
along with many of Butler County’s founding families, at the 
Collinsville Cemetery, located in Collinsville, Milford Town-
ship, Ohio. 

The event is free, and the public is invited to attend. The 
October 17th event is part of a nationwide effort to commem-
orate the bicentennial of the conflict between the British Em-
pire and the newly formed United States of America, fought 
between 1812 and 1815. The War of 1812 was a pivotal event 
in American history, often referred to as the Second War of 
American Independence. 

Kathleen Stuckey Fox, a 3rd great granddaughter of Wil-
liam Robeson, will provide a brief biography of the veteran. 
An American flag, and an 1812 American flag will be placed 
at the grave site, along with the 1812 marker. 

Ohio Society needs ROTC presenters 
 

     The General Society of the War of 1812 ROTC Award 
honors the sophomore cadet with the best academic record. If 
you are interested in serving in this program, please contact 
Robert Pollock, Vice President General of Military Awards at 
robert.d.pollock@gmail.com. Helping to honor the future 
warriors of America can be very rewarding. 
 
 

Bowling Green State University (Army) 
Kent State University (Army and Air Force) 
Ohio State University ( Army, Navy and Air 
Force) 
Ohio University (Army and Air Force) 
University of Akron (Army) 
University of Cincinnati ( Army and Air Force) 
University of Toledo (Army) 
Wright State University (Air Force) 
Youngstown State University (Army) 
 

mailto:robert.d.pollock@gmail.com
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Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
 

Awards Program 
 
The Awards Committee of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio shall administer the Awards Pro-

gram for the Society. 
There shall be two awards available to deserving Society members of good standing: the Distinguished Service 

Award and the Meritorious Service Award. The Meritorious Service Award may also be given to non-
members. 

The Awards Committee shall consist of the Vice President as chairman and two volunteers who shall be appointed 
by the President of the Society before or during last regular Society meeting of the calendar year. 

The Awards Committee shall accept only nominations in writing from Society members who are in good standing. 
The nominations shall be addressed to the Chairman of the Awards Committee and shall contain the name of the 

nominee, the name of the award, a brief description of the contributions and/or achievements of the nominee, 
and any supporting documents or letters. 

The cut off date for each award shall be the first day of January of each year. 
The Awards Committee shall determine if nominees are qualified for each award. 
The Awards Committee shall meet in person, by mail, or by e-mail to determine which nominees will be recom-

mended for each award. 
The Chairman of the Awards Committee shall present the list of nominees (if any) and its recommendations to the 

President and the elected officers of the Society at least 30 days before the Annual Meeting of the Society each 
year. 

The President of the Society and the elected officers shall meet in person, by mail, or by e-mail to approve or disap-
prove the Award Committee’s recommendation for each award. 

The President of the Society shall announce and present the awards (if any) during the Annual Meeting of the Soci-
ety of each year. 

 

Distinguished Service Award 
 

The Distinguished Service Award shall be given to a Society member in good standing who has served the Ohio 
Society in an outstanding manner, which has resulted in positive recognition for the Ohio Society and furthered the 
goals of the General Society of the War of 1812. 
A nominee may have been an elected officer on either the state or national level; a state committee chair-
man or state committee member; a volunteer supporting the ROTC Awards Program, grave marking cere-
monies, or monument dedications; a volunteer speaker at public events on subjects related to the War of 
1812; or an author of books or articles related to the War of 1812. 

 
1.  The nominee must have been a member of the Ohio Society in good standing for at least 10 consecutive years. 
2.  The nominee must be unanimously approved by all of the elected officers of the Society. 
3.  The nominee shall be awarded a Certificate and a Gold Star for his membership badge. 
4.  There shall be no more than one award given in a three-year period. 
 

Meritorious Service Award 
 
 The Meritorious Service Award shall be given to a Society member, a member of the National Society of the 
United States Daughters of 1812, or a non-member (either male or female) who has brought positive recognition to 
the Ohio Society and who has furthered the goals of the General Society of the War of 1812. 
 
1. The award may be given to a member or non-member. 
2. The nominee must be unanimously approved by all of the elected officers of the Society. 
3. The nominee (non-member) shall be awarded a Certificate. 
4. The nominee (member) shall be awarded a Certificate and a Silver Star for his membership badge. 
5. There shall be no more than one award given in a one-year period for a member. 
6. There shall be no more than one award given in a one-year period for a non-member. 


