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 Saturday, September 11th, 2016 marked the 15th anniver-
sary of the destruction of the World Trade Center in New 
York City. As a way to mark this date and to tie it to the 
broad sweep of history, the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
State of Ohio took its place amongst representatives of the 
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR), the Sons of Union Veterans 
(SUV), as well as other veterans’ organizations and elected 
officials, to honor veterans from a host of conflicts now laid 
to rest in a private cemetery. 
 The Koontz/Carpenter Cemetery in Lancaster, Ohio, had 
experienced heavy vandalism due in part to its remote hilltop 
location. To the credit of the current owners and the SAR, 
they are beginning the long process of restoration of this all-
but-forgotten family plot. 
 Local SAR chapter president David Nessley headed up 
and helped orchestrate what was an impressive visual and 
auditory experience. Accompanied by bagpipers, the color 
guard discharged three volleys from their flintlocks. Addi-
tionally, the interred were “brought to life” by members of 
the color guard each of whom represented a veteran and gave 
testimony to their lives and experiences. 
 A talented young violinist played two period pieces and a 
vocalist sang our Nation’s anthem. Additionally, a full and 
professionally trained fife and drum corps played over a 
dozen period pieces. 
 Due to the nature of the road and its steep location, trans-
portation was provided by the sponsors in the form of  a seat- 

Ohio Society honors 1812 veteran David Carpenter 
-ed trailer pulled by 
tractor. This gave all 
the participants a 
chance to get ac-
quainted.  
 Present for the re-
dedication of a hand-
some granite monu-
ment, were living de-
scendants of the Car-
penter family. Interred 
in the cemetery off 
Logan Street in Lan-
caster were veterans of 
the American Revolu-
tion, the War of 1812, 
the Mexican War, and 
as least 2 (or more) 
veterans of the Civil 
War.  Included among 
those buried was a Representative to the Chillicothe state-
hood convention from Fairfield County who played a role in 
Ohio’s first constitution. 
 Our 1812 veteran David Carpenter served in Colonel John 
Delong's Regiment, Captain John Howell's Company, be-
tween 3 September 1813 and 3 January 1814. He died of 
pneumonia in June 1847.   

Craig Fisher 

 The Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) is 
delighted to announce that fundraising for the Preserve 
the Pensions Project is now complete. Donations came 
from over 4,000 individuals and 115 genealogical and 
lineage societies towards the common goal to digitize the 
soldiers' benefit pensions from the War of 1812. 
 In a surprising and welcome turn of events, the final 
funds came from one $500,000 anonymous gift from out-
side the genealogical community. This was the largest 
fundraising effort ever initiated for a single genealogical 
record set. 
 "We are humbled and grateful for the generosity of 
the genealogical community and those outside of our 
community who are dedicated to the preservation of re-
cords,  thank  you!"  noted  D. Joshua Taylor,  FGS Presi- 

FGS finishes Preserve the Pension Project fundraising 
dent. “This ... in-tandem with the thousands of contribu-
tions from individual genealogists and societies, illus-
trates the incredible power of the genealogical commu-
nity - together we can make a difference."  
 The General Society of the War of 1812 have long 
been defenders of the memory of those "Men of Patriot-
ism, Courage and Enterprise" who, only 38 short years 
after the American Revolution, gathered to defend our 
fledgling country during the War of 1812. We, through 
the Preserve the Pensions Project, have not let their sac-
rifice go unnoticed. Our gratitude cannot be understated.  
 The Federation of Genealogical Societies and their 
affiliates are anxious to continue this great work with  
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Society of the War of 1812 
 in the State of Ohio’s Officers 

Secretary’s Report                Richard Juergens 

Meeting Dates for 2016 
 

April 16— MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
July 23—OGS Library, Bellville, OH 

October 22 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

 The July meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
State of Ohio was held on 23 July 2016 at the Ohio Genea-
logical Society’s library in Bellville, Ohio. 
 The members present were Paul Morehouse, Eric John-
son, Richard Davis, Richard Juergens, Keith Ashley, Tim 
Mills and Charles Herrnstein. 
 The invocation was given by Tim Mills. Minutes were 
read by Richard Juergens, and a motion to accept the minutes 
was made by Paul Morehouse and seconded by Keith Ashley. 
The motion was accepted. 
 The treasurer’s report was read. A motion by Paul More-
house to accept, seconded by Keith Ashley, was approved. It 
was recommended that Craig Fisher be added to the checking 
account card, in case the treasurer should be unable to per-
form his duties.  Richard Davis, vice president, is reworking 
the officer’s duties. 
 A motion was made by Paul Morehouse to accept David 
Richard Curtiss as member number 203. It was seconded by 
Keith Ashley. The motion carried. 
 A motion made by Paul Morehouse to accept Edward 
Lewis Wilkinson as member Number 204. It was seconded 
by Keith Ashley. The motion carried. 
 A motion was made by Eric Johnson to sponsor a lecturer 
at the Ohio Genealogical Society’s conference next April at a 
cost of $150.00. It was seconded by Keith Ashley and passed. 
 A motion was made by Paul Morehouse to sell the extra 
prisoner of war books held by the Ohio Society to the Ohio 
Genealogical Society at half price. The Ohio Society receives 
two free copies of each book published by Heritage Books, 
Inc. The motion was seconded by Eric Johnson and the mo-
tion carried. 
 The fall meeting will be on 22 October 2016 at the MCL 
Restaurant in Upper Arlington, Ohio. The meeting will begin 
at noon. Guests are invited to attend. 
 The benediction was given by Tim Mills. A motion made 
by Paul Morehouse and seconded by Eric Johnson to adjourn. 
Motion carried. 



 

 

Page 3                        The Lake Erie Ledger                                 October  2016 

President’s Message                           Craig Fisher 

Last of the wooden walls of the Northwest Territory 
 Probably no Federalist Era state can boost the larger num-
ber of wooden forts, block houses and urban defense works 
then the State of Ohio. By their very nature, most of these 
structures were constructed as temporary defense works de-
signed to fend off Indian attacks. 
 After Harmers and St. Clair’s defeats at the hands of the 
combined tribes of the old Northwest, Anthony Wayne took a 
lesson from Julius Caesar’s memoirs. This famous general 
consistently created armed and fortified entrenchments dur-
ing his conquest of Great Britain. Wooden walls and redoubts 
kept the enemy at bay and sent a message that they were 
“here to stay.”  
 Wayne’s march north to break the Indian stronghold of 
the Maumee watershed are dotted with over a dozen of these 
temporary forts. They laid the foundation for William Henry 
Harrison’s supply forts that would support his march into 
Upper Canada (Ontario) during the War of 1812. As people 
moved into the territory that was to become Ohio, they built 
their own community defense works in the form of block 
houses. 
 So how long were frontier structures supposed to last and 
how many entered the new era of the Daguerreotype (1840s-
50s)? Answer: Longer than one might expect. As with any 
limited resource, wooden stockades could be “repurposed.” 
 An example is our neighboring frontier town of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. The image shown is one of the fort’s bar-
racks taken just before being dismantled. On a visit to the 
newly reconstructed Fort Wayne, I was told by the current 
site curator that many a stately home in the now City of Fort 
Wayne have beams from the original old fort as part of their 
foundations. 
 Several years ago, the Ohio Society participated in a pres-
entation on the old defensive blockhouse at Mansfield, Ohio 
which defied total destruction of its old location downtown to 
relocate eventually to South Park. The image (dated 1908 the 
year of Mansfield’s centennial) shows the blockhouse at that 
time was on its second location near Park Avenue West. It is 
a prime example of the type of collective Indian attack de-
fense work that communities within the state relied upon. 
 Campus Martius was a defensive fortification at the Mari-
etta, Ohio settlement, and was home to Rufus Putnam, Benja-
min Tupper, Arthur St. Clair, and other pioneers from the 
Ohio Company of Associates during the Northwest Indian 
War. Major Anselm Tupper was commander of the Campus 
Martius during the war.  
 Construction began in 1788 and was fully completed in 
1791. It was a community fortification built on a bluff over-
looking the Ohio River Valley, some of the old fort was re-
used by Rufus Putnam for a new private residence. Originally 
a blockhouse in the Campus Martius fortification, the Rufus 
Putnam House remains in its original location. 
 

Continued on page 4 

Figure 1 undated (pre1850) image of the 1812 era officers’ 
quarters, Old Fort Wayne. 

Figure 2a committee of locals in 1908 marking Mansfield’s 
centennial with the Blockhouse in the background 

Figure 3 The Rufus Putnam House from an image taken in 
1908 
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 Most of the fort was disassembled and used in the settlers' 
new construction, but General Putnam chose to remain on the 
bluff above the Muskingum River. The Rufus Putnam House 
is now restored to its original configuration as part of the 
Campus Martius museum of the Northwest Territory.  
 Wyandot County has an early tintype of what is purported 
to be a blockhouse section of Old Fort Ferree which over-
looked the Sandusky River. The structure once referred to by 
locals as “The Indian Jail” seems to have served a number of 
roles on the Grand Reserve. What is interesting in this image 
is the tightness of the log stack and the unique joints of the 
corners. 
 Finally, a “mystery fort” in Coshocton County has been 
maintained by the citizens of that county. Local tradition has 
this fort being built by an Indian agent by the name of 
Croghan in the late 18th century while others claim it to be 
much earlier (late 1600s) making it perhaps the oldest stand-
ing structure in the State of Ohio (Much earlier than 1812). 
As late as 1840 the stone curiosity still had its hand hewn 
black walnut floors and lintels. The fitted stone restored edi-
fice is 14’ x 14’ square and is now part to the Coshocton His-
torical Society. 

Last of the wooden walls - continued from page 3 

Figure 4 The Indian Jail on the Grand Reserve was originally 
a blockhouse associated with Fort Ferree and overlooked the 
Sandusky River. 
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 Fort Sullivan in Eastport, Maine, fell to the British on 11 
July 1814 without a shot being fired. The commanding offi-
cer, Major Perley Putnam of the 40th Regiment of U.S. Infan-
try, surrendered the fort when faced with overwhelming odds 
and no chance of a victory. 
 Benson Lossing in this book, The Pictorial Field-Book of 
the War of 1812, states that Putnam had 50 soldiers, six artil-
lery pieces and 250 local militiamen under his command. The 
British came with the ship-of-the-line Ramillies, the sloop 
Martin, the brig Bream, the bomb-ship Terror and two troop-
ships filled with British soldiers. Every book on the War of 
1812 which mentions this minor incident has simply repeated 
Lossing’s account without doing any further investigations. 
 Major Putnam wrote an after-action report on 8 August 
1814 listing the 83 men of the 40th Infantry, including him-
self, who surrendered to the British the previous month. In 
this list are the names of two captains, a second lieutenant 
and two ensigns. This seems very odd that there were two 
captains and no first lieutenants and no third lieutenants as-
signed to his command. There should have been slightly over 
200 enlisted men with ten officers serving under Putman. 
 Of the 83 men, six officers and 37 men were released as 
prisoners of war on parole status and sent home. These men 
could not take up arms against Great Britain until they were 
listed on a prisoner of war exchange list and then exchanged 
for a British soldier. The rest of the men were listed as pris-
oners of war at Eastport. 
  While researching the American prisoner of war records 
for the British prison camp at Halifax, Nova Scotia, I came 
across 86 men who were listed as members of the U.S. Sea 
Fencibles. The U.S. Army raised ten companies of sea fenci-
bles of which the nearest company to Eastport was raised in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. This company served at Fort 
Independence in Portsmouth and there were no known U.S. 
Sea Fencibles companies captured by the British during this 
war. 
 Some of the men with the sea fencibles at Halifax were 
listed as privates while other men were listed as seamen. 
When I started to research each of the privates, using the U.S. 
Army Register of Enlistments, I found that 55 of these men 
were members of the 40th Infantry who were captured by the 
HMS Ramillies on 11 July 1814. Furthermore, of the 31 re-
maining men held at Halifax, two were masters, two were 
mates and the rest were seamen. There were also two civil-
ians listed with the sea fencibles. A master is a captain of a 
civilian ship and there were two of them on this list. Another 
mystery to investigate! 
 It was time to create a database using Putnam’s list and 
the sea fencibles list from Halifax to see if the additional 55 
soldiers captured by the Ramillies were listed on Putnam’s 
report. Most of the names matched between the two reports 
revealing only seven men that Putman had forgotten to add to 
his list. A total of ninety men had surrendered to the British 
and I needed to find another 100 or so men to solve this mys-
tery. 
 It was now time to research each of the 90 men using the 
Register of Enlistments plus the land bounty records and the 
pension  records  for this war.  Ensign  Isaac Carpenter’s affi- 

Discovering the truth about the fall of Fort Sullivan 
davit in his pension records solved most of the mysteries sur-
rounding the surrendering of Fort Sullivan. He was a part of a 
detachment of the 40th Infantry which had left Boston and 
had marched across Maine for thirty days in very bad 
weather. Many of the men 
were in bad physical con-
dition and along with 
Ensign Carpenter, who 
was sick, they were put 
on board a schooner 
bound for Eastport. The 
ensign gives no number 
of how many men were in 
this detachment or how 
many men were trans-
ported on the schooner. 
Regardless, these men 
were captured by the Brit-
ish before the fort surren-
dered. 
 It appears now that Major Putman had arrived early to 
Eastport with his staff and some guards to take command of 
Fort Sullivan. The first detachment of soldiers was on the 
march from Boston and a second detachment was probably 
being organized when the fort fell. The 100 or so missing 
men were most likely still in Boston, the headquarters for the 
40th Infantry. 
 It appears that the British actually captured two schooners 
with the sick men from the 40th Infantry. Each schooner 
would have had a master in command. The rest of the detach-
ment was still enroute to the fort and were in no condition to 
defend this facility. Between the fort and the British invasion 
force was the village of Eastport. The militiamen probably 
forced Putnam to surrender, for good reasons, their homes 
and families were in the way of a potential battle. 
 Eastport sits on Moose Island in Passamaquoddy Bay 
between Maine and New Brunswick, Canada. It had been 
claimed by Great Britain since the end of the Revolutionary 
War. After the fall of Eastport, the British went on to cap-
tured the villages of Hampton, Bangor and Machias. With 
approximately two-thirds of Maine under their control, the 
British organized the colony of New Ireland. At the end of 
the war the British returned all of captured Maine, except 
Eastport, to the United States. They would return this village 
and the island to the United States in 1818. 
 Fort Sullivan was the eastern most land ‘battle’ fought 
during the War of 1812 in the United States. The return of 
Eastport and Moose Island marks the true end of the War of 
1812. 

Eric Johnson 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any 
compatriot in a PDF format instead of having the 
newsletter mailed as it has been in the past. 
 If you wish to receive this newsletter by e-
mail, please contact the editor and the newsletter 
will be e-mailed to you in the future. 
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Society of the War of 1812 
in the State of Ohio Books 

 

Harrison Scott Baker II 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados,  
Newfoundland and New Providence During the  

War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape of 
Good Hope  and Jamaica During the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During the War 

of 1812 — Two Volumes 
 

Eric Eugene Johnson 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Quebec During the 
War of 1812: 8 June 1813 – 11 December 1814 

 
American Prisoners of War held in Montreal and  

Quebec During the War of 1812 
 
American Prisoners of War Paroled at Dartmouth, Halifax, 

Jamaica and Odiham during the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War held at Dartmoor during the 

War of 1812 

 
Other Books by Johnson 

 

Black Regulars in the War of 1812 
Ohio and the War of 1812 

Ohio’s Regulars in the War of 1812 

 

 Both Baker and Johnson have donated their books to 
the Ohio Society which means that all of the royalties 
from these books belong to the Ohio Society. These 
books can be ordered from Heritage Books, Inc. 
 

(http://www.heritagebooks.com) 

Fundraising—Continued from page 1 
more of the fragile records that preserve our national 
heritage. Look for an announcement in the future about 
more preservation projects. We, as a community, have 
done something amazing -imagine what we can do next!  
 The Ohio Society helped kick off this campaign with 
a donation of $1812 five year ago. 
 EDITOR’S NOTE: Although the fundraising has 
ended, FOLD3.org has pensions up to the letter ‘M’ at this 
time. 

 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio has 
released its newest book: American Prisoners of War Held at 

Dartmoor During the War of 1812. 
 This is a transcription of 
American prisoner of war re-
cords from the U.S. Navy, pri-
vateers and merchant vessels 
(plus some civilians) who were 
captured and then interned by 
the British Empire at the Dart-
moor Depot in England during 
the War of 1812. There are also 
some U.S. Army soldiers and 
militiamen included in these 
transcriptions. 
 This book was compiled 
from copies of the General 

Entry Book of American Pris-

oners of War (GEB) ledger  of the British Admiralty made by 
the Public Records Office in London, Great Britain (ADM 
103 series). These ledgers contain the information on 6,553 
American prisoners of war who were interned between 2 
April 1813 and 26 March 1815 at the Dartmoor Depot. 
 863 of these Americans were listed as Negroes, Blacks, 
Colored,  Men  of  Color  or  Mulattos  on  the  GEB  ledgers,  

Ohio Society releases Dartmoor book on American POWs 
which amounted to 13% of the total American POW popula-
tion. Sixteen men were listed as Creoles and there was one 
Chinese American. 
 Fifty-nine American men entered British service, that is, 
they enlisted in either the British army, navy or merchant 
marines to avoid internment in Dartmoor Depot. Fifty-three 
Americans escaped from Dartmoor Depot, while 272 died 
and were buried in the American Cemetery near Dartmoor 
Depot. 
 This book can be obtained from Heritage Books, Inc. 
(http://www.heritagebooks.com). Heritage Books has also 
published the other prisoner of war books first authored by 
Harrison Scott Baker II and later by Johnson for the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio. 

Ohio Society needs ROTC presenters 
 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio is 
looking for a few good men to present the General Society of 
the War of 1812 ROTC Awards to deserving sophomore ca-
dets at the following universities during spring 2017. 

Bowling Green State University (Army) 
Kent State University (Army and Air Force) 
Ohio State University ( Army, Navy and Air Force) 
Ohio University (Army and Air Force) 
University of Akron (Army) 
University of Cincinnati ( Army and Air Force) 
University of Toledo (Army) 
Wright State University (Air Force) 
Youngstown State University (Army) 

     The General Society of the War of 1812 ROTC Award 
honors the sophomore cadet with the best academic record. If 
you are interested in serving in this program, please contact 
Robert Pollock, Vice President General of Military Awards at 
robert.d.pollock@gmail.com. Helping to honor the future 
warriors of America can be very rewarding. 


