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 The speaker for this year’s Annual Meeting of the 

Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio will be 

Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG, from Mansfield, Ohio. 

Ms. Lauritzen’s PowerPoint lecture is entitled The War 

of 1812 – America’s Second War of Independence. 

 The War of 1812 is one of the forgotten wars of the 

United States, yet records abound for our ancestors who 

were willing to fight the British once again. On June 18, 

1812, the United States stunned the world by declaring 

war on Great Britain. It lasted over two years and ended 

in a stalemate. It did, however, confirm America’s inde-

pendence, once and for all. 

 Ms. Lauritzen was involved in genealogy before she 

was even born. The daughter of avid genealogists, she 

was spending time in courthouses and cemeteries while 

other children were playing on swings and going to the 

beach. 

 Her love of her family’s history has never left 

her. With her experience serving as a Family History 

Director, she frequently speaks at genealogical socie-

ties, workshops, seminars, and webinars where she 

loves bringing genealogy to life. 

  

Peggy Lauritzen will highlight the Annual Meeting 

 The nominees for the officers of the Society of the 

War of 1812 in the State of Ohio for the 2017-2020 

terms are Richard A. Davis for president, Shawn Cox 

for vice-president, Richard Juergens for secretary-

treasurer, Dr. David R. Rudy for surgeon, Keith Ashley 

for chaplain, Eric Johnson for registrar genealogist, At-

torney William Huber for judge advocate and Shawn 

Cox for historian. 

 Richard Juergens, Dr. Rudy and Bill Huber are run-

ning for re-election. Ashley is running for his first term 

after having been appointed to the remainder of Dr. 

George Fry’s term. Fry resigned in July 2016 for health 

reasons. The post of marshal remains open. 

 Members of the nominating committee were: Paul 

Morehouse, chair, Richard Juergens and Eric Johnson. 

Shawn Cox will  be a  candidate  for  the  post  of  Vice  

     Some of those 

would include 

The Ohio Genea-

logical Society, 

The Ohio State 

University, Brig-

ham Young Uni-

versity, and many 

other state and 

local genealogy 

societies. She has 

recently com-

pleted several 

Legacy Quick-

Guides on Appa-

lachia, and is a well-known webinar presenter. She is 

also an instructor at Ancestry Academy.   

 The Annual Meeting will be held at the MCL Res-

taurant in Upper Arlington, Ohio, on 8 April 2017. The 

meeting will start at 12 noon. The restaurant serves 

cafeteria style, so arrive early to gather your food. The 

public is invited to attend this meeting. 

Slate of officers is ready for approval 
President General for the State of Ohio and is to be 

voted upon at the September Board meeting to be held 

in Plattsburg, NY. 

 Richard A. Davis is Professor Emeritus of Biology 

and Geology at the College of Mount St. Joseph in Cin-

cinnati. He has served the Ohio Society as the Vice 

President and Vice President General for Ohio. He at-

tended the 2014 Baltimore Triennial. 

 Dr. Davis is descended from Private John Newkirk, 

who served in Captain Ephraim Brown’s Company, 

Colonel James Findlay’s 2nd Regiment of Brigadier 

General William Hull’s Ohio Volunteer Brigade. Dr. 

Davis is also a member of the Sons of Union Veterans 

of  the Civil  War  (SUVCW).  He  currently  serves  as  

Continued on page 6 
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Society of the War of 1812 

 in the State of Ohio’s Officers 

Secretary’s Report                Richard Juergens 

Meeting Dates for 2017 
 

April 8— MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
July 8—OGS Library, Bellville, OH 

October 14 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

 The October meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in 

the State of Ohio was held on 22 October 2016 at the MCL 

Restaurant in Upper Arlington, Ohio. Members present were 

Paul Morehouse, Eric Johnson, Richard Davis, Richard Juer-

gens, Tim Mills, Keith Ashley, Thomas Galloway, Larry 

Collins and Chuck Hernstein. Guests present were James 

Shough and Ken Carpenter. 
 The invocation was given by Larry Collins. The minutes 

from the July meeting were read by Richard Juergens, and a 

motion to accept was made by Thomas Galloway and sec-

onded by Eric Johnson. The motion was approved. 

 The treasurer’s report was read by Juergens. A motion to 

accept the report was made by Paul Morehouse and seconded 

by Johnson.  The motion carried. A motion was made by  

Davis and seconded by Galloway to rent a table at the Spring 

Ohio Genealogical Society’s conference in April.  The mo-

tion passed. 

 Two new members were approved for membership in the 

Ohio Society. A motion was made by Morehouse to accept 

James Shough as member number 205, seconded by Collins. 

A motion made by Morehouse to accept Kenneth Carpenter 

as member number 206, seconded by Ashley.  Both motions 

were approved.   

 A motion was made by Davis and seconded by Johnson to 

accept the retirement of Dr. George Fry as chaplin of the 

Ohio Society. The motion carried. A motion was made by 

Morehouse that the webmaster create a members only portal 

to the web site. The motion seconded by Johnson. The mo-

tion passed 

 A discussion on creating the Ohio Society of The Friends 

of the War of 1812 was held. Further discussion will be en-

tertained at the October meeting. Johnson, Morehouse and 

Galloway volunteered to be on the nominating committee to 

construct a slate of new officers which will be voted on dur-

ing the Annual Meeting in April 2017.   

 The fall meeting will be on 8 April 2017 at the MCL Res-

taurant in Upper Arlington, Ohio. The Benediction was given 

by Collins. A motion made by Morehouse and seconded by  

Galloway to adjourn. The motion carried. 
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President’s Message                           Craig Fisher 
 These are uncertain times in our great country. We have a 

determined electorate with very different views on the role of 

government in our society. Some may say that what is impor-

tant for us and future generations is understanding the “march 

of history” that brought us to this point. 

 As I leave my office as president of the Society of the 

War of 1812 in the State of Ohio, I believe that to be true. I 

am also reminded of how three years flow quickly. If there is 

a take-away from this experience, it’s a better appreciation 

for the professional efforts of Society officers who encour-

aged me even when I felt unqualified and unprepared.  

 Among my proudest moments was representing my state 

during our nation’s star spangled bicentennial at Fort 

McHenry and other fields of conflict ending in the Battle of 

New Orleans activities. 

  I saw a nation united in celebrating a defining moment in 

our history. Unlike the American Civil War that tore the na-

tion apart, “Free Trade and Sailor’s Rights” was a cry to the 

world that we would not be cowered. It was inspiring and 

unforgettable. 

 Going forward, I hope to leverage my years of living his-

tory experience to build an Ohio “color guard” for graveside 

ceremonies. I oversaw the recreation of our web presence and 

social media out-reach in my dual role as the Society’s web-

master. 

 The task before us will be once again to reach out to a 

country where teachers are increasingly challenged by time 

and circumstances to tell Ohio’s military role in this great 

conflict. 

 In contrast  to the  wars that followed  1812, our “second  

war of independence” was not covered by national news ser-

vices, it had a young and inexperienced war cabinet and few 

tools (aside from the regimental rosters and after action re-

ports) to capture the story. 

 Here is where our War of 1812 Society registrars, past 

presidents and other scholars of Ohio history among our 

ranks shine. They pride themselves on getting the facts cor-

rect. In an age when we are overwhelmed with “fake news,” 

boisterous and unproven accusations, it becomes even more 

important to “get it right.” The passage of time will only 

make our mission even more critical. Records need to be 

digitized, graves rescued from obscurity and future scholars 

of history recognized. 

 The task for the next slate of officers will not be easy. We 

are increasingly challenged (as are other genealogical and 

fraternal organizations) to make this venerable society both 

relevant and self-sustaining. There are several suggestions 

put forward to open membership and I am hopeful these will 

grow our ranks. I trust that Ohio will maintain its lead among 

other states and continue in celebrating our unique role as an 

1812 “battleground state”. 

 I would end by recognizing the dedication of fellow offi-

cers, past presidents and attending society compatriots in 

working diligently to see that our Ohio 1812 ancestors’ roles 

are brought forth both factually and with pride. As polarized 

as this nation has become, it’s critical to recall and remember 

the last lines of our objective statement:  “…the cherishing, 

maintenance and extension of the institutions of American 

freedom; the fostering of true patriotism – love of country.” 

The Grouseland flag: ”Strike Now for our Country’s Good”  
 Last year, after our national bicentennial observances 

ended, Indiana was ramping up to recognize their statehood. 

Past Indiana Society member (and fellow living history par-

ticipant) Mark Kreps contacted me about reproducing a his-

torical banner in the possession of Historical Grouseland 

Foundation. 

 I have reproduced several historic flags on silk and Mark 

saw this as a chance to make a faithful copy to use at events 

in Indiana. Mark sent me some high-resolution images of the 

original on display at the William Henry Harrison’s mansion 

near Vincennes, Indiana. 

 The mansion was built when he served as the first gover-

nor of the Indiana Territory (1800-1812). The providence of 

this standard seems sound and it rightfully deserves a place 

among the pantheon of artifacts that come down to us from 

history. 

 The original flag from which the reproduction was copied 

hangs under glass on display General Harrison’s home. It was 

purportedly carried by militia at the Battle of the Thames. 

 On one side in what appears to be rudimentary script is 

written, “Strike Now for our Country’s Good.” On the oppo-

site side an extra muslin piece was hand-stitched on with the 

name “Wm H. Harrison.” Aside from being bordered with 

two bands of faded blue silk, there are no other graphic repre-

sentations present. 

Photo from the presentation at the Mississinewa 1812 site, Marion, 
Indiana. Left to Right: James A. Shoptaw, Mark Kreps Janet Kreps, 
Rolly Bousman, and Cherilyn Bousman, Sarah Shoptaw, Ohio Soci-
ety President Craig Fisher and Fritz Kannik. 

 A formal presentation was arranged at Indiana’s premier 

1812 era living history event “Mississinewa 1812” on 8 Octo-

ber 2016. Present along with Mark and Janet Kreps were So-

ciety Members Rolly and Cherilyn Bousman, Jim Shoptaw, 

and 1st Regiment officer Fritz Kannik.— Craig Fisher 



 

 

Page 4                   The Lake Erie Ledger                                            April 2017 

Anatomy of a militia company: 

The myths, the misconceptions and the draft  

Part 1 
 

 One of the biggest misconceptions of the War of 1812 is 

that the men from the same community or general area of the 

state banded together to form companies, elected their own 

officers, and then marched off to fight the British. This did 

not happen! The only time in American history that this oc-

curred was at the beginning of the Revolutionary War when 

the British Crown still controlled the colonial militia and the 

rebel forces (the good guys) organized the original state mili-

tias. 

 Prior to 1776, the rebel areas of New England organize 

new militia companies and elected their own officers. Later, 

the rest of the colonies did the same thing. These were the 

minutemen companies. As the British Crown lost control of 

the colonies, the new rebel governments created the state 

militias and then they passed laws to control their militia 

forces.  

 The colonial militias (loyalists) under the Royal colonial 

governors did not elect their officers. These officers were 

appointed by the governors and they were usually the elite 

gentlemen of a community who were loyal to the king. 

 Also, men living in the unorganized areas of our nation, 

throughout our history, did organize into companies and 

elected their officers. These ad hoc companies were usually 

organized to fight the Indians. Most of these companies were 

made up of squatters who settled on government lands with-

out permission. 

 The call up of Ohio’s militia troops for the War of 1812 

was not a democratic process. It was predetermined by state 

law on how the officers and men were selected to serve dur-

ing this war. This process for calling up the militia was called 

the ‘draft.’ 

 Individual men were not drafted to serve in our military 

until the Civil War. The concept of the draft in 1812 is totally 

different than the drafts of the late nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries. During the War of 1812 groups of militiamen, re-

gardless of their names, were drafted, not the individual man. 

During and after the Civil War, a lottery was held and indi-

vidual men’s names where drawn to serve in the army, re-

gardless whether that person was a militiaman or a civilian. 

 Regimental and brigade officers were selected by senior-

ity throughout the war. If the governor tasked the First Divi-

sion of the Ohio Militia to raise a brigade for a tour of duty 

then the senior brigadier general in the First Division was 

selected to command this brigade. On the second call up for a 

brigade from the same division, then the brigadier general 

next in line on the seniority list would command this brigade. 

 Colonels were selected in the same way for command of 

regiments. During the first half of the War of 1812, brigades 

were raised from the same militia divisions. The second half 

of the war saw one regiment being raised in the division 

where the brigadier general lived while the second regiment 

was raised from another militia division in the state. 

  

      The makeup of a brigade varied throughout the war. Nor-

mally, there were two regiments, each with 500 men, and any 

number of spy (ranger), artillery, cavalry or rifle companies 

as needed for the tour of tour. Some brigades had three regi-

ments; other had two regiments and a battalion. 

 The structure of a militia company during the War of 

1812 was identical to the structure of the militia companies 

formed during the Revolutionary War. The number of men in 

a company would vary over time but the structure remained 

the same. 

 Companies were made up of a captain, a lieutenant, an 

ensign, four sergeants, four corporals, two musicians and 64 

privates (77 men). By Ohio militia law, a company could 

have as few as 40 privates and as many as 100 privates under 

certain conditions. 

 The 64 privates were divided into eight classes of eight 

men each. The classes were numbered from one to eight. The 

youngest men were normally in the lower numbered classes 

while the older men were in the higher numbered classes. The 

class was the smallest unit in the militia. The eight men of 

each class messed together and slept together, and they were 

drafted together. Two classes made up a squad while four 

classes made up a platoon. 

 Militia infantry companies were rarely called up to serve 

together as a militia company during the war. During a call 

up for duty, a regiment may have been tasked to raise one or 

two companies. If tasked for two companies, then each battal-

ion in the regiment would raise a company. A regiment had 

eight companies, organized into two battalions of four com-

panies each. 

 If the regiment was tasked for only one company then the 

1st Class in each of the eight companies of the regiment were 

drafted to serve in this call up. During the second call up for 

troops, then the 2nd Class from each of the eight companies in 

the regiment were drafted. This gave the new companies 64 

privates.  

 After the classes were drafted, then the men in the effec-

tive classes could obtain a substitute to serve for him. There 

were no provisions in the militia laws on how a substitute 

would be compensated for his services. The substitute could 

have voluntarily served for the draftee or the draftee may 

have paid him to serve. Regardless, the substitute was paid 

his military salary and only he qualified for land bounties and 

pensions after the war. The draftee who obtained a substitute 

received no pay or benefits. 

 When an artillery, spy, cavalry, light infantry, or rifle 

company was tasked to serve then half the men were drafted 

while the other half stayed home. These companies were then 

at half strength during their tour of duties. Some half strength 

companies merged to form a full company. 

 Company officers were selected for a tour of duty by their 

seniority through a chart that was determined by Ohio’s mili-

tia laws. 

 

Continue on next page 
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 John L. Cummings was born in New Jersey and he was 

appointed as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy on 8 October 

1800. Most likely, he was a ‘boy’, a naval rank, before being 

promoted to midshipman. He may have participated in the 

Quasi-War with France between 1798 and 1800. After his 

promotion, he probably also participated in the First Barbary 

Wars between 1801-1805. Further research will need to be 

conducted to prove these two theories. 

 Midshipman Cummings was assigned to the U.S. Frigate 

Constitution after the ship had captured the H.M.S. Guerriere 

on 12 August 1812. He spent a short time with the Constitu-

tion before being reassigned to the Great Lakes along with 

three other men from his ship. 

 On the night of 8 October 1812 Cummings was in a party 

of American soldiers and sailors under the command of Lieu-

tenant Jesse D. Elliott, USN, when they captured from the 

British the former U.S. Army Brig Detroit and the Provincial 

Marine Ship Caledonia at the head of the Niagara River near 

Buffalo, New York. The Detroit was destroyed while the 

Caledonia became the U.S. Brig Caledonia. Cummings was 

wounded during this engagement. During the Battle of Lake 

Erie on 10 September 1813, Cummings was serving on the 

U.S. Brig Niagara when he received his second wound. 

 Cummings was captured by the British on the night of 12 

August 1814 while serving on the U.S. Schooner Ohio. Both 

the Ohio and the U.S. Schooner Somers fell into British 

hands while the ships were supporting the U.S. Army opera-

tions with naval bombardments during the Battle of Fort Erie 

in Upper Canada. 

 American Prisoners of War held at Quebec during the 

War of 1812 shows that Cummings was prisoner number 

1566 with the rank of midshipman who had been captured on 

12 August 1814 while serving on the gunboat Ohio off Fort 

Erie. He arrived at Quebec with other prisoners by way of a 

steamboat on 16 September 1814. He was discharged from 

Quebec on 10 November 1814 and sent to Halifax on the 

H.M. Transport Lord Cathcart. Cummings’ name appears on 

the roster of American POWs being sent to Halifax as listed 

in the American Prisoners of War held in Montreal and Que-

bec during the War of 1812. 

 American Prisoners of War held at Halifax during the 

War of 1812 shows that Cummings arrived at Halifax on 6 

December 1813 on the H.M. Transport George. He was dis-

charged on 14 March 1815 and sent to Salem, Massachusetts 

on the H.M. Transport Hope 3. Apparently, new orders had 

been received and the ledger was not updated since Cum-

mings’ name next appears on a ledger in England. While at 

Halifax, he was prisoner number 7962. 

 Cummings arrived in England on the H.M. Transport 

George and he probably went through the POW processing 

center at Mill Prison in Plymouth. He was paroled at Dart-

mouth on 6 December 1814 and remained at this city until 14 

March 1815 when he was released and sent home on the 

H.M. Transport Hope 3 according to the American Prisoners 

of War Paroled at Dartmouth, Halifax,  Jamaica and Odiham 

during the War of 1812. While paroled at Dartmouth, Cum-

mings’ prisoner number was still 7962. 

 

Midshipman John L. Cummings: A Case Study 

 Based upon the above chart, during the first draft for a 

new company, the senior captain in the regiment was selected 

as the commander of this company. The lieutenant with the 

second greatest seniority was selected for duty while the en-

sign with the fourth greatest seniority was also selected. Dur-

ing the second call up for troops, the captain with the second 

greatwst seniority was selected to command the new com-

pany, and then the lieutenant and ensign were selected ac-

cordingly. 

 An election of officers occurred once the new companies 

arrived at their rendezvous locations and they were organized 

into battalions and regiments. Each battalion needed one ma-

jor and there were officer’s positions which needed to be 

filled on the regimental and brigade staffs. The officer corps 

would then elect officers for these positions, and then the 

companies would hold elections to replace the missing offi-

cers in their companies. 

 Provisional companies were also formed during the War 

of 1812 and this too was controlled by Ohio’s militia laws. In 

the frontier areas of Ohio, the militia companies were exempt 

from being called up and for serving in another part of the 

state. Their sole duty was to build blockhouses for the protec-

tion of their family and friends, and if need be, to evacuate 

these civilians to the safer areas of the state. 

 These provisional companies were not activated to serve 

in the war and these men were not paid by the federal govern-

ment for the services. You probably will never find a muster 

roster for these companies. 

Eric E. Johnson 

Company Captains Lieutenants Ensigns 

1st draft 1st 2nd 4th 

2nd draft 2nd 1st 3rd 

3rd draft 3rd 4th 2nd 

4th draft 4th 3rd 1st 

5th draft 5th 6th 8th 

6th draft 6th 5th 7th 

7th draft 7th 8th 6th 

8th draft 8th 7th 5th 

 After the war, Cummings was promoted to lieutenant on 1 

April 1818 while assigned to the Philadelphia Naval Yard. 

He died on 24 July 1824 while still in the navy. There has 

been no U.S. naval ships named for Lieutenant John L. Cum-

mings. 

Anatomy of a militia company—Continued 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any com-
patriot in a PDF format instead of having the newsletter 
mailed as it has been in the past. Contact the editor. 
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Society of the War of 1812 

in the State of Ohio Books 
 

Harrison Scott Baker II 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados,  
Newfoundland and New Providence During the  

War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape of 
Good Hope  and Jamaica During the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During the War 

of 1812 — Two Volumes 
 

Eric Eugene Johnson 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Quebec During the 
War of 1812: 8 June 1813 – 11 December 1814 

 
American Prisoners of War held in Montreal and  

Quebec During the War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Paroled at Dartmouth, Halifax, 
Jamaica and Odiham during the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War held at Dartmoor during the 

War of 1812 
 

Other Books by Johnson 
 

Black Regulars in the War of 1812 
Ohio and the War of 1812 

Ohio’s Regulars in the War of 1812 

 

 Both Baker and Johnson have donated their books to 

the Ohio Society which means that all of the royalties 

from these books belong to the Ohio Society. These 

books can be ordered from Heritage Books, Inc. 

(http://www.heritagebooks.com) 

Ohio Society needs ROTC presenters 
 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio is 

looking for a few good men to present the General Society of 

the War of 1812 ROTC Awards to deserving sophomore ca-

dets at the following universities during spring 2017. 

 

Bowling Green State University (Army) 
Kent State University (Army and Air Force) 
Ohio State University ( Army, Navy and Air Force) 
Ohio University (Army and Air Force) 
University of Akron (Army) 
University of Cincinnati ( Army and Air Force) 
University of Toledo (Army) 
Wright State University (Air Force) 
Youngstown State University (Army) 
 

     The General Society of the War of 1812 ROTC Award 

honors the sophomore cadet with the best academic record. If 

you are interested in serving in this program, please contact 

Robert Pollock, Vice President General of Military Awards at 

robert.d.pollock@gmail.com. Helping to honor the future 

warriors of America can be very rewarding. 

Col. Pollack presents ROTC award 
 

 Sophomore Cadet Aus-

tin Evans received the Gen-

eral Society of the War of 

1812 Reserve Officers’ 

Training Corps (ROTC) 

Award during the Annual 

Army ROTC Spring Award 

Ceremony on 23 March 

2017 at The Ohio State 

University in Columbus, 

Ohio.                                       Cadet Evans—Col. Pollack 

 Presenting the award was Colonel Robert D. Pol-

lock, USAF (Retired), Vice President General for Mili-

tary Awards of the General Society and a member of 

the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio. Ca-

det Evans received the ROTC medal and certificate. 

Slate of Officers 
Continued from page 1 

 

Commander of the General William H. Lytle Camp, 

SUVCW, which is headquartered in Cincinnati.  

 Shawn Cox joined the Ohio Society in 1996 upon 

the service of his fourth great-grandfather Jonathan 

Grim. Private Grim served in Captain Joseph Chew’s 

Company, Colonel John Ferguson’s 2nd Regiment. 2nd 

Brigade, 2nd Division of the Ohio Militia. The company 

served in the horse pack service. 

 Cox is an Eagle Scout and a member of the National 

Eagle Scout Association. He is a past commander of the 

Ohio Department of SUVCW. He is also a member of 

the Sons of the American Revolution, where he is cur-

rently serving as 2nd Vice President of the Ohio Soci-

ety. He is also a member of the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans and the First Families of Ohio. He was also 

commissioned a Kentucky Colonel in 2003 by Ken-

tucky’s Governor Paul E. Patton. 

 Cox is an active Freemason, being the Worshipful 

Master of Mt. Sterling Lodge Number 269, F & AM, a 

member of the Valley of Columbus, AAS Rand a mem-

ber of Xenia Chapter No. 36, RAM. 

 The election of new officers will occur during the 

Annual Meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in 

the State of Ohio on 8 April 2017 at the MCL Restau-

rant in Upper Arlington, Ohio. 


