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13th annual research day 
 
 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio will 
host its summer meeting and its 13th annual research day on 
14 July 2017 at the Ohio Genealogical Society Library, Bell-
ville, Ohio. 
 This is a golden opportunity to have potential new mem-
bers attend where they can receive help with their applica-
tions and their lineage. 
 The library is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The meeting 
will begin at noon and it is asked that those attending the 
meeting please be at the library by 11 a.m. so that orders can 
be taken for box lunches. These lunches will be served during 
the meeting. Attendees may also bring their own lunches. 
Guests are always welcomed. 

 

Directions 
 
Take I-71 to Mansfield to Exit 165 
Take State Route 97 east towards Bellville 
The OGS library is approximately 1.5 miles 
    east on the right side of SR 97. 
  

Compatriot John Thomas “Tom” Brinker passed away on 
11 February 2018 at Grand Rapids, Michigan after a ten-year 
battle with lymphoma. 

He was preceded in death 
by his daughter Karen Brink-
er. He is survived by his wife 
of 56 years Nancy; son Dr. 
Brett (Dr. Heather Slay) 
Brinker; sister Jo Ellen 
(Charles) Wilburn; grandchil-
dren Matthew, Ryan, Ethan; 
and many nieces and neph-
ews.  

Tom was born in Colum-
bus, Ohio on 16 Feb 1941 to 
George Maynard and Ruth 
Ann Brinker. The family 
moved to the Bronx, New 
York City where he attended 
De Witt Clinton High School. 
He attended Michigan State Uni-
versity where he was a walk-on on the Spartan football team. 
He met and married Nancy in the Bronx in 1962.  

He started as a salesman for Owens-Illinois Glass Con-
tainer Company in 1967 and by the time he retired after 30 
years, he achieved the position of Vice President/Business 
Unit Manager-Carriers. 

He was a 32nd Degree Mason starting in Birmingham, 
Alabama in 1969. He held a duel membership in South Caro-
lina and Lodge 34 in Grand Rapids. He served as Lodge Sec-
retary for many years and was awarded Mason of the Year.  

He was also a member of the General Society of the War 
of 1812 and the Ohio Genealogical Society’s First Families 
of Ohio. 

Compatriot Fischer salutes our honored dead 
 
range of veterans who found their way to the area. 

The ceremony began at 2:00 p.m. and lasted until 5 p.m. 
The program featured bag pipes and a salute by the American 
Legion of Monroeville. 

Also presented were historical interpreters portraying 
George Washington & Abraham Lincoln, each giving a short 
speech relevant to the occasion. 

Ohio Society joins in sesquicentennial celebration 

Tom Brinker passes away 

Compatriot Craig V. Fisher, past president of the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio, drummed in a sol-
emn procession of soldiers representing the Revolutionary 
War through the Iraq Conflict during the sesquicentennial 
activities of Monroeville, Ohio which was held on 19 May 
2018. 

The Ohio Society had a color party of two for this cere-
mony. The village is location in Huron County, in north cen-
tral Ohio. 

The Ohio Society was honored to take part in a wreath 
laying ceremony at the Riverside Cemetery near U.S. Route 
20 in Monroeville. Established in 1868, Monroeville boasts a  

Tom Brinker 
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Society of the War of 1812 
 in the State of Ohio’s Officers 

Secretary’s Report                Richard Juergens  

Looking for a new editor! If you are interested in be-
ing the next editor of the Lake Erie Ledger, please con-
tact Eric Johnson. 

Meeting Dates for 2018 
 

April 21— MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
July 14—OGS Library, Bellville, OH 

October 20 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

The annual meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in 
the State of Ohio was held on 21 April 2018 at the MCL Res-
taurant in Upper Arlington, Ohio. 

Compatriots attending this meeting were Richard Davis, 
Shaun Cox, Eric Johnson, Thomas Galloway, Dr. David 
Rudy, Lee Wilkinson, Larry Collins, Richard Juergens, and 
Timothy Mills. Guests were McGraw and Applegate. 
 The minutes were read by Juergens, and a motion to ac-
cept the minutes was made by Johnson and seconded by Col-
lins. The motion passed. 
 The treasurer’s report was read by Juergens. A motion 
was made by Collins to accept the report and it was seconded 
by Galloway. The motion carried. 

Reports were given by the state officers who were attend-
ing the meeting. 
 A motion was made by the registrar-genealogist, Johnson, 
to approve a supplemental application of Tim Mills for his 
ancestor, John D. Hatfield. The motion was seconded by Col-
lins and approved by the members present. 
 A motion made by Galloway and seconded by Collins to 
adjourn. The motion carried. 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any com-
patriot in a PDF format instead of having the newsletter 
mailed as it has been in the past. Contact the editor. 
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President’s Message                      Richard A. Davis, Ph.D. 

On Thursday, 19 April 2018, I had the great, good pleasure 
to present the General Society’s ROTC award, including cer-
tificate, medal, and ribbon, to outstanding sophomore Cadet 
Athan Abuyuan, of Air Force ROTC Detachment 665, at the 
University of Cincinnati. 

There was another ceremony, at Xavier University, in Cin-
cinnati, for their Army 
ROTC unit. Unfortu-
nately, it was scheduled 
for Saturday, 21 April 
2018, the exact, same 
day that the Ohio Socie-
ty was to meet in Co-
lumbus, so no one from 
the Society was availa-
ble to present the award 
in person. 

Alas! (I did hand-
deliver the medal to the 
Department of Military 
Science at Xavier, so 
that it, along with the certificate and the ribbon previously 
received, could be presented by Lieutenant Colonel Marty 
Weaver at the ceremony, on behalf of the Society.) 
 

Memorial Day Ceremony 
 

What we now call “Memorial Day” was founded as 
“Decoration Day” exactly 150 years ago this year, at the be-
hest of John A. Logan, the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, the largest organization of Union Vet-
erans of the American Civil War. 

Cincinnati’s Spring Grove Cemetery is said to be the sec-
ond largest cemetery in these United States. On Memorial Day 
of each year, there is held at the Cemetery an impressive cere-
mony conducted by the General William H. Lytle Camp of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and the 6th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, a Civil War re-enactment group. 

This year’s event featured the traditional wreath-
presentations, flags a-flying, musket-salutes, etc., for a crowd 
estimated at over 300. Major General John Harris, Ohio Assis-
tant Adjutant General for the Army, was the key-note speaker, 
and he did a great job at it, too 

Spring Grove Cemetery is the resting place of more than 
5,000 Union soldiers, including forty generals, so the ceremo-
ny has a decided Civil War flavor. However, again this year, 
the event included a touch of the War of 1812. 

Thanks to an anonymous donor, each attendee at the cere-
mony was presented a small U.S. flag on behalf of the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio. (Over 250 flags were 
distributed!) So many flags in so many hands genuinely en-
hanced the patriotic spirit of the event! 
 

John Quincy Adams – The Ohio Connection 
 

Everyone who reads this newsletter must know that John 
Quincy Adams was one of the commissioners who negotiated 
the Treaty of Ghent that brought the War of 1812 to a close. 
Fewer are aware, perhaps, of the connection of John Quincy 
Adams to the State of Ohio: 

It was The Year of Our Lord 1843. Those citizens of Cin-
cinnati  who had come  together to form the Cincinnati  Astro- 

nomical Society had raised sufficient money to place the 
order for what would be the second largest telescope in the 
world. Plans were being drafted for an observatory building. 
Land had been acquired on the crest of a hill commonly 
called Mount Ida; it was east of, and looked down, upon Fort 
Washington, the onetime military headquarters of the North-
west Territory.  

Judge Jacob Burnett, perhaps the most prominent citizen 
in the City, and the President of the Cincinnati Astronomical 
Society, recalled that John Quincy Adams, before being 
elected our nation’s President, had served the country as the 
first Minister (i.e., Ambassador) of the United States to the 
Czar of Russia. 

Whilst serving in that country, he had become enthralled 
by the science of astronomy. This led to his becoming the 
devoted champion of astronomy at the national level in the 
United States. This had persisted through his time as a Sena-
tor, then as Secretary of State, then as President, and beyond. 
So former President Adams was invited to come to Cincin-
nati to lay the corner-stone of the new observatory.  

At the age of seventy-six years, John Quincy Adams was 
serving as a member of the House of Representatives, where 
he had served for twelve years. He eagerly accepted the invi-
tation, although his family thought the trip might be too 
strenuous for a man of his age. 

The journey took two weeks. He traveled by railroad 
from Braintree, Massachusetts (near Boston) to the Great 
Lakes, where he took a lake steamer to Cleveland, Ohio. He 
traveled by canal boat from Cleveland to the Columbus area. 
From there, he took a stagecoach to Cincinnati. 

John Quincy Adams arrived in time to lay the cornerstone 
of the new observatory on 9 November 1843 (175 years ago 
this year). The weather that day truly was ghastly (pouring 
with rain); so, wisely, he delivered a shortened dedicatory 
address. 

The next day, he gave the full speech in Wesley Chapel, 
then the largest auditorium in the City. The oration, on the 
history of astronomy, comprised sixty closely printed pages, 
and it took two hours to be delivered. It was not so much 
what he said that captivated the audience; it was his venera-
ble presence. At the close of the event, a resolution of appre-
ciation changed the name of the hill on which the Observato-
ry was to be built from Mount Ida to Mount Adams. 

The corner-stone laid by John Quincy Adams still exists 
to this day, although, in 1873, it was moved and incorporated 
as the corner-stone of a newer observatory-building, com-
pleted on another Cincinnati hill-top, Mount Lookout. 

A further Ohio connection: On his stage-coach trip across 
Ohio to Cincinnati, the former President made an overnight 
stop at the Golden Lamb Inn, in Lebanon, Ohio, and now the 
oldest operating inn in the State. In commemoration, there is 
a room on the second floor named for John Quincy Adams. 

And there is another Ohio connection: In 1848, John 
Quincy Adams was 80 years old and in his 17th year as a 
member of Congress. Whilst at his desk in the House Cham-
ber (now Statuary Hall), he collapsed. He was caught by 
someone at an adjacent desk and was carried to the Speaker’s 
Office, where, two days later he died. The man who caught 
him, Congressman David Fisher (from Wilmington, Ohio) is 
buried in Wesleyan Cemetery, in Cincinnati.  

A final connection: The last portrait of John Quincy Ad-
ams done from life hangs in the Cincinnati Observatory ----- 
for all to see! 

Dr. Davis and Cadet Abuyuan 
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 We tend to apply today’s terms when writing about his-
torical events and objects. One of the biggest mistakes is to 
list an American warship with the designation of U.S.S. when 
referring to a naval vessel which served during the War of 
1812.  
 The modern 
usage of U.S.S. 
or United States 
Ship started on 8 
January 1907 
when President 
Theodore Roo-
sevelt issued his 
Executive Order 
Number 549. 
 U.S.S. 
should only be 
used as a desig-
nation of a ship 
built from steel not wood. The U.S. Navy started building 
steel ships in the late 1800’s and the new ships were not built 
as ships-of-the-lines, frigates, sloops-of-war, etc. These new-
er vessels were battleships, cruisers, destroyers, etc. 
 In 1895, the navy starting classifying steel warships with 
a letter code and a number. “B” was used for battleships fol-
lowed by a number.  
 The number was given to each ship in its class as author-
ized by the U.S. Congress for its construction. Thus, our first 
battleship, the Indiana, was U.S.S. Indiana B-1. 
 World War I saw an influx of new types of steel ships, so 
the navy on 17 July 1922 changed the classification system 
to a two-letter code followed by a number. Battleships were 
now ‘BB” and destroyers were ‘DD’. Cruisers were either 
‘CA’ for heavy cruisers or ‘CL’ for light cruisers. 

This classification system is still in place today as well as 
the usage of U.S.S. Post-World War II ship classifications 
can have up to a four-letter code. The U.S.S. Ohio SSGN-
726 is a nuclear powered, guided missile submarine. 

The sailing warships of the old navy were classified by 
the number of masts on each warship. A three-mast, square-
sail wooden ship was classified as a ‘ship’. A two-mast ves-
sel or a one-mast vessel was not a ‘ship’. 

A ‘ship’ was further classified by the number of gun 
decks and cannons on each ship. A ship-of-the-line always 
had three masts, two- or three-gun decks and from 50 to 120 
cannons. A frigate had three masts, one-gun deck and from 
24 to 44 cannons. 

Thus, the Constitution, our oldest commissioned sailing 
ship, is designated as either the U.S. Ship Constitution or the 
U.S. Frigate Constitution. In writing an article about this fa-
mous ship, it would be proper to use U.S.S. as the second 
occurrence of the ship’s designation when citing the name of 
this ship in an article. In this case, U.S.S. would be an abbre-
viation for U.S. Ship and not its designation. 

Three mast sailing ships with no gun deck, that is, all of 
the cannons were placed on the top deck, were either sloops-
of-war or corvettes. Corvettes were not designed for long 
ocean voyages. They were smaller than sloops-of-war and 
they were used to protect the coastal areas of a country. 

Two mast vessels were either brigs or schooners. A brig 
had  square  sails  while  a schooner  had latent sails,  that  is, 

When is a ship a ‘ship’? 
triangle shaped sails. Some brigs were re-rigged as schooners 
and some schooners were re-rigged as brigs. 

One-mast vessels with latent sails and a deck were sloops. 
These were very small warships armed with one to four can-
nons.  

 Gunboats had either one or two masts but no deck. 
These small warships had a platform at the bow, middle or 
stern of the vessel to mount a heavy cannon. Some gunboats 
were propelled by oars, or a combination of sails and oars. 

The seal of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of 
Ohio shows Master Commandant Oliver Hazard Perry’s flag 
ship, the Lawrence, and it is designated as the U.S.S. Law-
rence. It should have been the U.S. Brig Lawrence. The Law-
rence was not a ship but a brig. 

By President Roosevelt’s Executive Order, it would be 
improper to designate any steel warship as U.S. Ship. It must 
be either U.S.S. or United States Ship. U.S. Ship is still re-
served for sailing ships which has three masts. 

 
Eric E. Johnson 

Compatriot Craig V. Fisher, past president of the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio, presented the Gen-
eral Society of the War of 1812 ROTC Medal and the Award 
of Merit Certificate to Cadet Jared C. Liew during the 2018 
Toledo Army ROTC annual awards ceremony which was 
held at the University of Toledo’s Department of Engineering 
on 19 April 2018. 

Cadet Liew is the 18th recipient of this distinguished 
award given to a worthy University of Toledo cadet. Master 
Sergeant Johnnie L. Fields officiated at the presentation. 

The General Society of the War of 1812 ROTC Medal 
honors the sophomore cadet with the best academic record.  

Cadet Liew receives ROTC award 
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I have long known that a branch of my father’s family, 
the Kings, had moved from Vermont in 1810 and settled near 
Kingston, Upper Canada (now Ontario). They returned to the 
United States in 1816 where they settled in Gallia County, 
Ohio. 

I had read that newly arrived Americans in Canada were 
exempt from serving in the Canadian militia during the War 
of 1812 because of the issue of their loyalty. Many Ameri-
cans migrated to Upper Canada before the war due to cheap 
land grants that the Canadian government was offering set-
tlers. 

Recently, I was viewing the microfilm records in the Na-
tional Archives of Canada on the Internet while looking for 
American prisoners of war records when I came across the 
muster rolls and pay lists of the Canadian militia during the 
War of 1812. 

Sadly, these records are not indexed so I began the ardu-
ous task of searching page by page for my ancestor. I have 
done this process many times in the past and will probably 
perform this task many times in the future. 

The collection is divided into Upper Canada (Ontario) 
and Lower Canada (Quebec) Nominal Rolls (muster rolls) 
and Paylists (payroll records). There are ten digitized micro-
films rolls for Lower Canada and fourteen for Upper Canada. 

Militia regiments were named after the county in which 
the regiment was formed. Many counties had multiple regi-
ments depending on the population size of each county. All 
of the regiments were numbered. There are independent 
companies listed separately from a county’s regiment. 

Regiments had ten companies organized into a battalion. 
These regiments were ‘sedentary’ militia meaning that they 
were poorly trained and equipped. At the beginning of the 
war, the government ordered that each regiment organized 
two ‘flank’ companies along with their ten other companies. 
These new flank companies were ‘embodied’ companies, 
meaning that they were trained and properly equipped. They 
were also called ‘incorporated’ militia. These new companies 
were the companies used to support the British army during 
the war. 

The Canadians also raised ‘fencible’ militia units which 
were incorporated into the British army. These were short 
term regular army units which were disbanded after the war. 

I know from my family research that the eldest son 
(William) of the 4th great grandfather, Jared King, was mar-
ried in Prince Edward County, Upper Canada. This county 
should not be confused with Prince Edward Island in the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence, Canada. 
My plan of attack was to search the muster rolls of Prince 
Edward County first since Kingston in Frontenac County, 
Upper Canada had a larger population  and  had  many more  

militia  companies and  regiments. It paid off! 
Jared King served in Captain John Allen’s Dragoons 

Company (cavalry) in 1812 along with his son Luther. Luther 
and Calvin (my 3rd great grandfather) were twins, and they 
were born after William. Luther would also serve in Captain 
John Howell’s Company in 1812 and in Captain Owen Rich-
ard’s Company in 1813. 
 William served in Captain Owen Richard’s Company of 
Embodied Militia in 1812. My Calvin served in Captain Ow-
en Richard’s Company (not embodied) in 1814. He is 
marked  as a deserter.  This may be the  reason my  Jared and  
 

 

Chasing my Canadian 1812 ancestor 
Calvin moved to Ohio in 
1816 while William and 
Luther remained in Cana-
da after the war. 

I now have two great 
grandfathers and two 
great uncles who served 
on the wrong side during 
the War of 1812. They are 
still my ancestors! I will 
never be able to submit 
applications for them in 
the General Society of the 
War of 1812. 

Many Americans 
came back to the United 
States from Canada after 
the war. With this in 
mind, many brick walls 
may be able to be torn 
down. 

 
Library and Archives of Canada 
 
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-
digitization/006003-110.01-e.php 
 
War of 1812: Lower Canada Nominal Rolls and 
Paylists, RG 9 1A7, 10 reels – Mikan Number 
133532 
 
War of 1812: Upper Canada Returns, Nominal Rolls 
and Paylists, RG 9 1B7, 14 reels - Mikan Number 
183676 
 

Eric E. Johnson 

Compatriots of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State 
of Ohio operated a bourse table at the Ohio Genealogical 
Society’s annual conference held between 11 and 14 April 
2018 at the Hyatt Regency in Columbus, Ohio. 
 This year’s theme at this conference was ‘Blazing New 
Trails.” The conference is the largest state genealogical con-
ference and it draws members and non-members from all 
parts of the United States. 
 The compatriots who volunteered their time working the 
table were Keith Ashley, Richard Juergens, Richard Davis 
and Eric Johnson. Besides passing out handouts and bro-
chures to potential members, the men were also able to help 
others in researching their War of 1812 ancestors. 

Ohio Society operates booth at Ohio  
Genealogical Society’s conference 

Canadian Militiaman 
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Society of the War of 1812 
in the State of Ohio Books 

 

Harrison Scott Baker II 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados,  
Newfoundland and New Providence During the  

War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape of 
Good Hope  and Jamaica During the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During the 

War of 1812 — Two Volumes 
 

Eric Eugene Johnson 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Quebec During the 
War of 1812: 8 June 1813 – 11 December 1814 

 
American Prisoners of War held in Montreal and  

Quebec During the War of 1812 
 
American Prisoners of War Paroled at Dartmouth, Hali-

fax, Jamaica and Odiham during the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War held at Dartmoor during 

the War of 1812 

 
Other Books by Johnson 

 
Black Regulars in the War of 1812 

Black Regulars and Militiamen in the War of 1812 
Ohio and the War of 1812 

Ohio’s Regulars in the War of 1812 
Maryland Regulars in the War of 1812 

 
 Both Baker and Johnson have donated their books to 
the Ohio Society which means that all of the royalties 
from these books belong to the Ohio Society. These books 
can be ordered from Heritage Books, Inc. 

 
(http://www.heritagebooks.com) 

 The Society of the 
War of 1812 in the State 
of Maryland has released 
its newest book entitled 
the Maryland Regulars in 
the War of 1812. The 
book was compiled by 
Eric Johnson of the Ohio 
Society. 

The book lists 5,452 
Marylanders who served 
in the U.S. Army during 
the war. Twenty-seven 
men have been identified 
as being African-
Americans; 545 men be-
came prisoners of war; 
and, 541 men died during 
the war either in battle, 
from wounds, from dis-
eases, or from injuries. 

There were ten Mary-
landers who graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point, New York, and who served during this war. 
There is also one woman, Mary Harker, who may have been 
a washerwoman in the 14th Regiment of U.S. Infantry. 

This book honors the memory of those Marylanders who 
fought in the War of 1812 while serving as members of the 
U.S. Army. The Maryland Society was founded by the sol-
diers themselves as they stood strong against the British at-
tack in 1814 and stated: “We will never disband.” 

This book can be obtained from Heritage Books, Inc. 
(http://www.heritagebooks.com).  

 The speaker and program at this year’s annual meeting of 
the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio held on 21 
April 2018 in Upper Arlington, Ohio was outstanding. Those 
compatriots who missed this meeting, also missed an excellent 
history on the flags of the United States. 
 Colonel Donald McGraw (U.S. Army, retired), current 
president of the Ohio Society, Sons of the American Revolu-
tion, gave a history of over fifty flags which has served this 
county from the French and Indian Wars to the current 50-star 
national flag. 
 All of the flags were on display against the walls sur-
rounding the room in which the annual meeting was being 
held. 
 President Richard Davis of the Ohio Society presented to 
Colonel McGraw a full-size copy of the Veterans Exempts 
Flag which was used during the Battle of Plattsburgh during 
the War of 1812. The flag was given to the Ohio Society dur-
ing last year’s Triennial Conference. 

Annual meeting’s program was outstanding! 

 The information on this flag was printed in the Octo-
ber 2017 issue of the Lake Erie Ledger. 

Maryland Society publishes new 1812 
book with an Ohio connection 

http://www.heritagebooks.com/
http://www.heritagebooks.com/

