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Compatriot Shawn A. Cox, the vice president of the 
Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio, was 
elected as the president of the Ohio Society of the Na-
tional Society Sons of the American Revolution during 
the 129th Annual Ohio Society State Conference in 
Dublin, Ohio held on 4-6 May 2018. Cox will serve 
the 2018-2019 term of office. 
 Cox also serves as the Vice President General for 
Ohio for the General Society of the War of 1812 and 
as the Ohio Society’s historian. 

Hamilton & Glasgow becomes the Society’s newest members 

The summer meeting of the Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio was held on 14 July 2018 at 
the Ohio Genealogical Society’s library (OGS) in Bell-
ville, Ohio. It was the Society’s 13th Annual Research 
Day at the library. Members enjoyed a free day of fami-
ly research. 
  The members present were Paul Morehouse, Eric 
Johnson, Richard Davis, Richard Juergens, Keith Ash-
ley, Larry Collins, Thomas Galloway, Thomas Neal, 
and James Shough with guest Sally Shough. 
 Johnson read the Invocation. The minutes of the last 
meeting was read by Juergens and approved as pub-
lished. The treasurer’s report was read by Juergens, with 
a motion to approve the report was made by Johnson 
and seconded by Morehouse. It was approved by the 
membership. 
 The Society donated a copy of Johnson’s latest book, 
Maryland Regulars in the War of 1812, to the library in 
memory of Tom Brinker, who past away on 11 Febru-
ary 2018. The Society donates to the OGS library a 
book on the War of 1812 on the occasion of the death of 
a compatriot. 
 Compatriot Neal, who is also the library director of 
OGS’s library, gave a brief summary of the holdings of 
the library with the emphasis on the books and micro-
films that the library has on the War of 1812. This was a 
good benefit for the compatriot attending the library for 
the first time. 
 President Davis gave an update on the status of 
Ohio’s House Bill 48. The measure will protect the Civ-
il War cannons and monuments in the state from abuse. 
The bill is still stalled in committee. 
 John William Hamilton, Junior, became the newest 
member of the Society when his application was ap-
proved by the membership. His membership number is 
OH 216. Hamilton’s ancestor is Private Wiley Harris 
who served in Captain Robert McCulloch's Light Infan-
try Company of Lieutenant Colonel William Gray's 7th 
Regiment, Virginia Militia (29 Aug 1814 - 21 Feb 
1815). 
 The application for membership of James F. Glas-
gow was also approved by the members. Glasgow has 
member number OH 217. His ancestor is Private Wil-
liam K. Colson who served in Captain James Gray's 
Company of Colonel John Cocke's 2nd Regiment, West 
Tennessee Militia (13 Nov 1814 - 13 May 1815). 

  

 The attending members approved the 2019 meeting 
dates for the Society. The April 13th and the October 
12th meetings will be held in Upper Arlington, Ohio 
while the July 13th meeting will be in Bellville, Ohio. 
 Morehouse made a motion to purchase a table at 
next year’s OGS Conference, 1-4 May 2019, in Mason, 
Ohio. It was seconded by Johnson and carried. The So-
ciety operates a table at the conference in order to at-
tract new members. The members also approved to 
sponsor the lecture by Johnson at the conference. John-
son will present a one-hour lecture entitled Reseaching 
War of 1812 Naval and Marine Ancestors. 
 The next meeting is scheduled for 20 October 2018 
in Upper Arlington, Ohio. The Benediction was given 
by Johnson. A motion made by Johnson and seconded 
by Shough to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried. 
 

Juergens/Johnson 

Cox elected as Ohio’s SAR president 
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Society of the War of 1812 
 in the State of Ohio’s Officers 

Looking for a new editor! If you are interested in be-
ing the next editor of the Lake Erie Ledger, please con-
tact Eric Johnson. 

Meeting Dates for 2018-2019 
 

October 20 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
2019 

April 13 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
July 13 —OGS Library, Bellville, OH 

October 12 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
 
 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any com-
patriot in a PDF format instead of having the newsletter 
mailed as it has been in the past. Contact the editor. 

Private  Folsom - continued from  page  3 
 
 The prison ships at Plymouth, Portsmouth and Chat-
ham each had hospital ships but these hulks were used 
to quarantined men with small pox, dysentery, and oth-
er diseases until they either died or recovered. Folsom’s 
injury required a real hospital and it appears that for 
most of the War of 1812 he was ‘serving’ from a hospi-
tal bed, whether it was American or British. 
 Due to his injury, he was probably enlisted in British 
service and that is why he was sent to Halifax and not 
the United States after the war. Regardless, Private Fol-
som is one of the few Americans who was a prisoner of 
war for the entire length of the War of 1812. His bad 
luck never improved. 
 Abraham Folsom was born on 18 May 1793 in Or-
ange County, New Hampshire to John Folsom and Re-
becca Cobly. He died on 14 November 1843 in Winne-
bago, Winnebago County, Illinois. He gravestone lists 
his age as 50 years and six months. 
 

Eric E. Johnson 
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 If some people didn’t have bad luck, then they 
wouldn’t have had any luck at all! This seems to be the 
case for Private Abraham Folsom of the 4th Regiment of 
U.S. Infantry during the War of 1812. His bad luck last-
ed the whole length of the war and then for many years 
afterwards. 
 While transcribing the prisoner of war records of 
Americans interred at Chatham, England, I came across 
Private Folsom’s name as having been captured at De-
troit, Territory of Michigan. The 4th Infantry fought at 
the Battle of Tippecanoe on 7 November 1811 and sur-
rendered as a regiment to the British at Detroit on 16 
August 1812. The regiment was sent to Quebec, Cana-
da, as prisoners of war. Most of the men were ex-
changed and sent home by June 1813. 
 So how did Private Folsom end up in England? Why 
was he so important as a private not to have been ex-
changed with his regiment and sent home? He name is 
not in the U.S. Army’s Register of Enlistments for the 
War of 1812, but this is not unusual since this register is 
not complete for this conflict. Also, he did not receive 
any military land bounties for his service. This is unu-
sual for a U.S. Army veteran! 
 Private Folsom applied for a disability pension 
(number 14233) in 1829 and it was rejected on the 
grounds that he went into British military service on 10 
July 1813. There were a number of affidavits in this 
pension package, which when combined, gives a fairly 
accurate account of his military service. 
 Folsom was living in Alexandria, Grafton County, 
New Hampshire when he enlisted in the U.S. Army on 
14 May 1810 for five years at Fort Constitution, Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire. He was assigned to Captain 
George W. Prescott’s company of the 4th Infantry. 
 The 4th Infantry was raised in New England and was 
being transferred to Fort Knox, Vincennes, Territory of 
Indiana. The regiment was assigned to Governor Wil-
liam Henry Harrison in order to be used to put down 
any Indian uprising in the territory. 
 Folsom, and other recruits, travelled to Philadelphia 
to join the regiment. The regiment was preparing for its 
march over the Appalachian Mountains and down the 
Ohio River to Indiana. 
 While at Fort Knox, Folsom came down with fever 
and was admitted to the post’s hospital. He missed the 
Battle of Tippecanoe. 
 After the battle, the 4th Infantry was reassigned to 
Brigadier General William Hull’s Army of the North-
west which was forming at Urbana, Ohio. The regi-
ment, along with a brigade of Ohio volunteers, travelled 
north to Detroit to defend Fort Detroit against any pos-
sible British invasions. 
 Private Folsom was assigned to a work party to con-
vert a barn into a blockhouse at Sandwich, Upper Cana-
da (now Windsor, Ontario). While helping to carry a 
log,  the  log  slipped  and  fell on  the  upper  right  arm  

Bad luck followed Private Abraham Folsom 
crushing the bone. He was in the fort’s hospital on the 
day that the army surrendered to the British. The pri-
vate was now a prisoner of war. 

The regiment, now prisoners, were escorted to Mon-
treal, Lower Canada and from there, sent to Quebec, 
Lower Canada. The regimental muster roll lists Private 
Folsom as “missing at Montreal.” It appears the he was 
in the military hospital at Montreal when the regiment 
departed for Quebec, and the regiment lost track of 
him. 

If bad luck doesn’t change for the better, then it gets 
worst! For whatever reason, the British placed him on a 
ship to England instead of sending him to the United 
States through the next prisoner of war exchange. 

Folsom’s affidavit states that he arrived at Plym-
outh, England in January 1813 and was assigned to a 
prison hulk. He was in a military hospital at Plymouth 
in August 1813 when he missed the prisoner releases 
which repatriated some American prisoners back to the 
United States. 
 He remained a prisoner in England until March 
1815 when he was released and sent to Halifax, Nova 
Scotia at the end of the war. He remained in Halifax 
until 1829 citing that he was unable to raise enough 
money to return to the states. 
 While in Halifax, he was admitted to a hospital three 
times. His crushed arm had never healed! During his 
third visit to the hospital, the doctors amputated his 
right arm. Folsom arrived at Boston on 3 July 1829 and 
returned home. 
 Another affidavit from the British government stat-
ed that Private Folsom entered British service on 10 
July 1813. He was probably still in the hospital at Mon-
treal at this time. Why would the British accept his ser-
vice if he had a useless right arm and was being hospi-
talized? 
 Private Folsom’s name cannot be found on the 
American prisoner of war ledgers for Quebec, Halifax, 
Plymouth, England or Dartmoor, England. However, 
his name is in the ledger for the Chatham prisoner of 
war facility in England. 
 He arrived at Chatham on 9 May 1813 on board the 
HM Ship-of-the-Line Raisonable as a prisoner of war 
along with other Americans from Montreal. The ledger 
states that he was born in New Hampshire and was 20 
years of age. He was discharged on 24 Jun 1813 and 
released to the HM Frigate Ceres. The other American 
prisoners who arrived with Folsom at Chatham were 
transferred to Dartmoor on 2 October 1814. 
 It appears that he may have entered British service 
but not to serve but to receive better treatment for his 
injury. He may have had no choice in ‘serving’ and he 
may have had no idea that the British had enlisted him. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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Ohio Society releases books on sea fencibles and Plymouth prisoners of war 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio has 
released two new books entitled the American Sea Fencibles 
in the War of 1812 and American Prisoners of War Held at 
Plymouth During the War of 1812. 
 

American Sea Fencibles in the War of 1812 
 

One of the least understood military organizations in the 
history of the United States were the sea fencible companies 
which were created during 
the War of 1812 by both the 
federal government and by 
some of the states. The U.S. 
Corps of Sea Fencibles was 
a unique branch of the U.S. 
Army. 
 The U.S Corps of Sea 
Fencibles consisted of U.S. 
Army officers and seamen in 
the enlisted ranks. They 
were a very unique corps 
which not only operated 
heavy canons but they could 
also man harbor gunboats 
and serve as infantry when 
needed. Various states also 
created their own sea fenci-
ble companies in order to protected their ports and harbors. 
 With most of the nation’s merchant ships tied up in the 
ports along our eastern seaboard due to the British blockade 
during the war, there were plenty of unemployed sailors who 
needed jobs. 
 This book lists the companies, both federal and state, 
along with a short history for each company. Plus, the book 
lists the 979 known men who served in the U.S. Corps of Sea 
Fencibles and the 1,916 known men who served in the vari-
ous state sea fencible companies. 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Plymouth 
During the War of 1812 

 
This is a transcription of War of 1812 prisoner of war rec-

ords of American sail-
ors, marines and mer-
chantmen which were 
transcribed from the 
ledgers of the British 
Admiralty. These men 
were either captured off 
the coast of western 
Europe or who were 
taken off British war-
ships and merchant ves-
sels in England at the 
beginning of the war. 
 The Royal Navy’s 
Plymouth Naval Base 
was the home of one of 
the three prisoner of 
war prison ship facili-
ties   which  were  used  

during the War of 1812 to house American prisoners of war. 
The facility had been operating since 1796 to intern French 
prisoners of war during the Napoleonic Wars. 

A total of 3,568 Americans, including 392 African-
Americans, one Indian and one Chinese, were interned at 
Plymouth for up to three months before being transferred to 
Ashburton, Portsmouth, Dartmoor, Chatham or Stapleton 
prison of war facilities. The ledgers from Plymouth includes 
the listing of the crews from the U.S. Brigs Argus and Syren 
plus a partial crew listing from the U.S. Frigate Chesapeake. 

Society of the War of 1812 
in the State of Ohio Books 

 

Harrison Scott Baker II 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados,  
Newfoundland and New Providence During the  

War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape of 
Good Hope  and Jamaica During the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During the 

War of 1812 — Two Volumes 
 

Eric Eugene Johnson 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Quebec During the 
War of 1812: 8 June 1813 – 11 December 1814 

 
American Prisoners of War held in Montreal and  

Quebec During the War of 1812 
 
American Prisoners of War Paroled at Dartmouth, Hali-

fax, Jamaica and Odiham during the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War held at Dartmoor during 

the War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Plymouth During 
the War of 1812 

 

 
Other Books by Johnson 

 
Black Regulars in the War of 1812 

Black Regulars and Militiamen in the War of 1812 
Ohio and the War of 1812 

Ohio’s Regulars in the War of 1812 
Maryland Regulars in the War of 1812 

American Sea Fencibles in the War of 1812 
 

 
 Both Baker and Johnson have donated their books to 
the Ohio Society which means that all of the royalties 
from these books belong to the Ohio Society. These books 
can be ordered from Heritage Books, Inc. 

 
(http://www.heritagebooks.com) 

http://www.heritagebooks.com/

