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Welcome new member 

Walter Douglas Golladay (225) 
 

Final Roll Call 

Garland H. Pilliar (162) 

Ohio Society’s president, Richard A. Davis, Ph.D., issued 
the State of the Ohio Society on 16 August 2019 for the gen-
eral officers of the General Society of the War of 1812. The 
report covered the period between October 2018 and August 
2019 (Editor’s note). 

 
The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio is 

fiscally sound.  
We have a total of 74 members, and this number contin-

ues to grow. During the past year, we warmly, and sincerely, 
welcomed the following nine compatriots to our ranks:  
James F. Glasgow (Ohio Number 217; GS-7700), James W. 
Glasgow (Ohio Number 218; GS-7738), Scott M. Glasgow 
(Ohio Number 219; GS-7739), Roger Casey (Ohio Number 
220 GS-7740), Larry Lee Layton (Ohio Number 221; GS-
7804), Kenneth Doster Roberts (Ohio Number 222; GS-
6542), Dennis William Jesse (Ohio Number 223; GS-7805), 
Richard Randolph Lane (Ohio Number 224; GS-7766), and 
Walter Douglas Golladay (Ohio Number 225). In addition, 
one compatriot added a supplemental: Robert Dale Reid 
(Ohio Number 61, GS-4719). 

We, as a society, continue to look for ways to broaden the 
appeal of the organization, and, thereby, increase member-
ship, and, thus, allow us to do more to remember and honor 
our 1812 forebears. For example, Immediate Past President 
Craig Fischer is in the process of organizing an Ohio Color 
Guard to represent the Ohio Society at grave-side ceremonies 
and other appropriate events in Ohio. 

Alas! During the last year, two compatriots have, in 
Shakespeare’s words, “shuffled off this mortal coil”: Ervin 
Leon Chaney, Jr. (Ohio Number 202; GS-7391) and Kenneth 
G. Carpenter (Ohio Number 206; GS-7539). For each of 
these gentlemen: Requiescat in pace! 

The Ohio Society made contributions to the Library of the 
Ohio Genealogical Society in their memory. 
 

Change in Officers 
 

The Secretary/Treasurer of the Society of the War of 1812 
in the State of Ohio, who had served since before a signifi-
cant number of the compatriots of the Ohio Society even had 
become members, was obliged to resign on short notice, on 
the advice of his physician, in April of this year, and just pri-
or to our Annual Meeting. 

As you can imagine, this resulted in a certain 
amount of chaos. Thanks to compatriots who stepped 
up to fill the void, bank-accounts and records, financial 
and otherwise, are now in even better shape than they 
were before the resignation, and the property of the 
Ohio Society has been secured. 

President Davis issues the State of the Society 
ROTC Awards 

 
The Ohio Society presented a 

number of awards to deserving 
cadets enrolled in various ROTC 
programs at a number of colleges 
and universities across the State, be 
they Army, Navy, or Air Force. I 
will not “steal his thunder” of Rob-
ert D. Pollock, Vice-President Gen-
eral of Military Awards as detailed 
in his report, but urge you to peruse 
it. (Personally, I had the great, good 
pleasure of presenting three 
awards.) 

I commend to you said Robert 
D. Pollock, for yeoman service in “doing the leg-work” to 
make the presentations of all the awards in Ohio a reality. 

 
Meetings of the Society 

 
The Ohio Society convened for the three meetings a year 

called for in the Constitution/By-Laws: 20 October 2018, 
Upper Arlington, Ohio (Columbus area). This “regular” 
meeting dealt primarily with Society business (but in the 
context of a shared meal!);  
13 April 2019, Upper Arlington, Ohio, Annual Meeting 
(with luncheon), Program: Eric Johnson gave a top-notch  
presentation on doing research on Researching War of 1812  
Naval-Marine Ancestors. The  program covered those who 
served in the United States Navy, Marine Corps, Revenue 
Marine, Flotilla Service, and the privateers. 

Johnson highlighted documents found in pensions, ser-
vice records, muster- and payroll-reports, enlistment papers, 
bounty-land warrants, and prisoner-of-war records. 

13 July 2019, Library of the Ohio Genealogical Society, 
Bellville, Ohio. This “regular” meeting, also was the 14th 
Annual Research Day, that gave compatriots and prospective 
compatriots a day of free access to the excellent genealogical 
resources of the Library. 

 
Continued on page 3 
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Society of the War of 1812 
 in the State of Ohio’s Officers 

Meeting Dates for 2019 
 

April 13 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
July 13 —OGS Library, Bellville, OH 

October 12 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 
 

Meetings start at noon 
Dates and locations are subject to change 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any com-
patriot in a PDF format instead of having the newsletter 
mailed as it has been in the past. Contact the editor. 

MCL Restaurant & Bakery 
3154 Kingsdale Center 
Upper Arlington, OH 43221 
 
Ohio Genealogical Society Library 
611 State Route 97 West 
Bellville, OH 44813 

Former Compatriot Pilliar Passes Away 
 

Compatriot Garland H. Pilliar passed away in his sleep 
on 19 May 2019. He was a former member of the Society of 
the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio who transferred to the 
newly formed Society of the War of the State of Washington. 
He carried the General Society number 5898, Ohio Society 
number 162, and the Washington Society number 16. 
 Pilliar was born in Salinas, California on 27 Dec 1939. 
After graduating from high school, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy and was honorably discharged in 1961. He became a 
carpenter, receiving his journeyman certificate. In 1983 his 
carpenter skills brought him to Quincy, Washington, which 
is when he met Roxie Lee Anderson. They married on 27 
Dec 1984. 
 He is survived by his wife and daughters: Pamela Harper 
(Chuck) and Stefany Pilliar-Mackey (Cindy); sons, Jim 
Benefiel (Nicole) and Jerry Benefiel (Marci); grandchildren: 
Matthew Harper, Stacy Cumings, Joshua and Sarah Trayer, 
Colby Benefiel, Nikole Westcott, Carter Iverson, and five 
great grandchildren.  

Garland was also a member of the National Society Sons 
of the American Revolution and the Order of Indian Wars of 
the United States. 

The 2020 dues are now due! 
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President’s Message (continued from page 1)                  Richard A. Davis, Ph.D. 

In addition, there was a most interesting program on using 
DNA to solve genealogical puzzles. The speaker, Sunda Pe-
ters, is very active in the genealogical community in Ohio. 
She is a member of a number of lineage societies (including 
the National Society United States Daughters 1812). She has 
edited the newsletter of the Ohio Genealogical Society for 
many years, and she also was a trustee of the OGS for some 
years, including service as President for four. 

 
Other Events and Activities 

 
1. The Ohio Society participated in a number of other events 
and activities: 

a. The Ohio Society manned a table at the annual confer-
ence of the Ohio Genealogical Society, at the Great Wolf 
Lodge, Mason, Ohio (near Cincinnati), 1-4 May 2019. Presi-
dent Davis manned the table all day on the Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday of the conference, with support by Eric John-
son, as his other commitments at the conference allowed. He 
was one of the featured speakers at the conference. The Ohio 
Society also made a donation to sponsor a session at the con-
ference. Besides passing out handouts and brochures to po-
tential members, the men also were able to help others in 
doing research on their ancestors who served in the War of 
1812. Thus, the Society had good visibility for the hundreds 
of people who attended the event, plus contacts were made 
with a number of potential applicants to the Society. 

b. President Davis represented the Society at the annual 
Memorial Day ceremony at Spring Grove Cemetery, Cincin-
nati, Ohio; more than 250 small U.S. flags (a gift by an anon-
ymous donor) were distributed on behalf of the Society. 

c. President Davis spoke briefly at the memorial service 
for Compatriot Ervin Leon Chaney, Jr., held on Friday, 5 
October 2018. 

 
2. The Ohio Society on the WEB: 

Thanks to the on-going work of Craig Fisher, Immediate 
Past President and current “Info-Tech Chairman and Web-
master”, the Ohio Society’s website continues to provide 
good information for compatriots and the public, alike 
(https://ohiosociety1812.wordpress.com/). 

 Moreover, Our Facebook page has been growing steadi-
ly. (https://www.facebook.com/groups/198553346826975/). 

(There apparently are “member trolls” who seem to want 
to post items that are politically motivated, so Compatriot 
Fisher reports that he has not added followers unless they 
have a stated or implied interest in Ohio-1812 news and ac-
tivities.) 
 

Kudos! 
 

Craig Fisher for all the work he has been doing on the 
Ohio Society’s website and to provide a Facebook presence 
for the Society. 

Thomas J. Galloway, Larry W. Collins, and James H. 
Houston, Jr., for stepping forward to take up the mantles of 
Secretary/Treasurer, and Chairman of the Auditing Commit-
tee, respectively, in the wake of the sudden, health-mandated 
resignation of the sitting Secretary/Treasurer. 
Eric Johnson for his exemplary work in obtaining and pro-
cessing the  applications  of all the  new members.  Also,  for  

all his efforts to produce the three excellent issues of “The 
Lake Erie Ledger”, the newsletter of the Ohio Society, that 
were distributed and posted on-line. 

Richard Juergens, for his long service as Secretary/
Treasurer of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of 
Ohio. 

Eric Johnson, again: For his long-term (and ongoing!) 
research and publishing efforts to make hard-to-reach data 
on those Americans who served in the War of 1812 more 
readily available to members of the historical and genealogi-
cal communities, and to the General Public!  
 Nor has Compatriot Johnson ceased producing valuable 
contributions: The latest is his Forgotten Americans who 
served in the War of 1812. It deals with the contributions 
and sacrifices of the “common people”, not just with the 
battles and the men who led the armies and those who made 
their decisions from the safety of Quebec City or Washing-
ton, D.C.  

(Recall also that Compatriot Johnson’s compilation, Ros-
ter of Members and Their Ancestors of the General Society 
of the War of 1812. Bicentennial Edition, published by the 
General Society of the War of 1812 [by Otter Bay Books, 
Baltimore Maryland, USA] has proved to be a highly valua-
ble source of information.) 
 My hat, tricorne or not, is off to the above compatriots of 
the Ohio Society! 

 

Cincinnati Library’s “Family History Fair” 
 

The Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County 
will host its annual Family History Fair on Sunday, 5 October 
2019. The event is for those interested in genealogy, lineage 
societies, history, and related topics. This year’s rendition is 
at the Genealogy and History Department of the Main Li-
brary, 800 Vine Street, Cincinnati, Ohio from 10 am to 3 pm. 

There will be tours of each of the department, and librari-
ans will be available to help visitors with genealogical and 
historical research throughout the day. 

At 11 am, Sunny Jane Morton, a well-known writer and 
speaker on genealogical topics, will present a program titled 
Reconstruct Your Ancestors’ Neighborhood. Five Powerful 
Sources for Local History, illustrated by examples from city-
directories, maps, local histories, business records, and imag-
es. 

From noon until 2 p.m., visitors will have the opportunity 
to meet and consult with representatives of various lineage-
societies, genealogical organizations, historical societies, and 
other experts. The Society of the War of 1812 will be repre-
sented by President Richard Davis. 

At 2 pm, Morton will return to the podium to present 
They Survived the Johnston Flood!, a case-study in how to 
reconstruct the amazing stories of one’s ancestors. Some of 
Morton’s heirs did survive the famous flood! 

The 2020 dues are now due! 

https://ohiosociety1812.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/198553346826975/
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Secretary’s Report                            Thomas J. Galloway  

The summer meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in 
the State of Ohio was held on 13 July 2019 at the Ohio Gene-
alogical Society Library in Bellville, Ohio. Members present 
were Richard Davis, Paul Morehouse, James Houston, Larry 
Collins, Thomas Galloway, Shawn Cox, Larry Layton, Eric 
Johnson, and Ernie Moreland.  

President Davis called the meeting to order at noon. 
Minutes of April’s Annual Meeting were approved as pub-
lished. Acting Treasurer Larry Collins presented the treasur-
er's report. Morehouse made a motion to approve the report 
and it was seconded by Houston. 

A motion was also made for Collins to investigate other 
investment options. The motion was made by Morehouse and 
seconded by Johnson. Collins is now seeking input for the 
2020 budget.  
 The membership approved the application of one new 
member and one supplemental. Registrar-Genealogist John-
son made the motion to approve new member, Walter Doug-
las Golladay, Ohio Number 225. He is a descendant of 
Fredrick Golladay. Collins seconded the motion. Supple-
mental application was approved for Robert Reid. Johnson 
made the motion to approve with a second by Morehouse.  
 The chapter had a moment of silence for deceased Com-
patriot Kenneth Carpenter. A book will be purchased by the 
chapter and donated to the Ohio Genealogical Society's li-
brary in memory of Carpenter.  
 Speaker Sunda Peters had an outstanding presentation 
"Using DNA to Solve Genealogical Dilemmas". Also present 
was Carolyn Chapman, president of the Ohio Society of the 
National Society United States Daughters 1812.  
 Collins will inquire about medals and replacement medal 
fasteners. Making the motion was Morehouse with a second 
by Johnson. After a brief discussion, Collins was also re-
quested to purchase twenty General Society’s ROTC medals. 
Making the motion was Morehouse with a second by Hou-
ston.  
 President Davis noted that Eric Johnson was one of the 
country's outstanding authors writing about the War of 1812.  

 Chaplain Keith Ashley was not able to attend the meeting 
because of illness. Morehouse will be forwarding a get-well 
card on behalf of the chapter.  
 A nomination committee was appointed to select a slate 
of officers for the next three-year term. Morehouse will chair 
with assistance from Houston and Johnson.  
 Morehouse gave the benediction and President Davis ad-
journed the meeting.  

War of 1812 Library Resources 
 

The Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleve-
land, Ohio has a very fine collection of War of 1812 
material located within its archive library. This collec-
tion is not microfilmed. The actual documents are 
stored in folders within containers. 

The library has a very extensive collection of letters, 
forms and documents pertaining to the 4th Division of 
the Ohio Militia. The area ofresponsibi1ity for this divi-
sion in 1812 consisted of what is known as the Western 
Reserve plus the present-day counties of Wayne, Stark, 
Columbiana, Carroll, Harrison and Jefferson. This col-
lection has the musters, rosters, officer election returns, 
class rolls, general and special orders, equipment lists, 
issues and receipts, letters and numerous other types of 
documents pertaining to the 4th Division. This collec-
tion is a must-see for anyone researching the militia 
units from northeastern Ohio. 
 

Ohio ROTC Awards Excells 
 

The General Society of the War of 1812 has a voluntary 
program to recognize college sophomores who are excelling 
in their academics in the Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(ROTC). The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
actively supports this program, and has the most robust partic-
ipation of any state society. 

The award consists of a certificate and a ribbon bar pro-
vided by the General Society directly to the ROTC program at 
the colleges. There is an optional medal which can be pur-
chased from our General Society’s quartermaster for $25.00. 
The Ohio Society has a limited number of medals available 
for presentation. 

In Ohio, there are 15 universities with ROTC programs, 
most have one service on campus, four (Bowling Green, Cin-
cinnati, Miami and Wright State) have two service programs 
on campus, and Ohio State has all three services represented.    

Our goal is to have each award presented to the cadets by 
a member of our Ohio Society. Each university schedules 
their award ceremony toward the end of the academic year. 
The ceremonies are impressive and uplifting.  Would you be 
willing to spend a few hours to help us achieve this goal. If 
so, here is the list of Colleges/Universities with programs. 

 
 
Akron – Army ROTC    
Bowling Green – Army ROTC   
Bowling Green – USAF ROTC   
Capitol – Army ROTC 
Central State – Army ROTC 
Cincinnati – Army ROTC 
Cincinnati – USAF ROTC 
Dayton – Army ROTC 
John Carroll – Army ROTC 
Kent State – USAF ROTC 
Miami – Navy ROTC 
Miami – USAF ROTC 
Ohio University – Army ROTC 
Ohio State – Navy ROTC 
Ohio State – Army ROTC 
Ohio State – USAF ROTC 
Toledo – Army ROTC 
Wright State – Army ROTC 
Wright State – USAF ROTC 
Xavier – Army ROTC 
Youngstown – Army ROTC 
 
 If you are willing to support these programs, let Rob Pol-
lock know. My email is GS1812MilAwards@gmail.com. 


