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The program for this year’s An-
nual Meeting of the Society of the 
War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 
will be presented by Michael 
Cooper, who will speak on "Their 
Finest Hour: The Battle of Con-
choctaw Creek and the U.S. Regi-
ment of Riflemen." The rescheduled 
Annual Meeting will be held at the 
Ohio Genealogical Society’s library 
on 11 July 2020 in Bellville, Ohio. 

Cooper has been a living histori-
an for the early American period 
since 2006 along with his wife, Re-
becca. Together, they have conduct-
ed extensive research into the cloth-
ing, life-styles, and habits of Ameri-
cans from 1808 to 1821. The Coop-
ers live in Wilmington, Ohio. 

They frequently travel to historic sites across the mid-
west, Niagara region, and Canada. Michael speaks on a varie-
ty of topics associated with this time period to school groups, 
fraternal and sororal clubs, and historical societies. Michael 
and Rebecca are proud to have been a part of War of 1812 
Bicentennial, Indiana Statehood, and several city bicentennial 
commemorations. 

Cooper to speak on the Regiment of  U.S. Rifles 

Michael serves as the senior sergeant (and sometimes 
lieutenant) for Gower’s Company, a recreated unit of the U.S. 
Regiment of Riflemen. The unit reenacts a detachment of 
these elite soldiers that served our nation from 1808 through 
1821. 
  Further information on this reenactment unit can be found 
on The Regiment of U.S. Rifles’ website http://
www.1812usriflemen.org/. Also, John Fredricksen’s “Green 
Coats and Glory: The United States Regiment of Riflemen 
1808-1821” is an excellent history of this regiment.  

The Annual Meeting will start at 1 p.m. Please have lunch 
before attending this meeting. We will not be eating during 
the meeting. Our meetings are always open to our wives and 
to the public. 

Gower’s Company, Regiment of U.S. Rifles (2013 photo) 

Rules of Engagement 
for the upcoming meeting 

 
 Hosting the delayed Annual Meeting of the Society of the 
War of 1812 in the State of Ohio is the Ohio Genealogical 
Society (OGS). The meeting will start at 1 p.m. at the OGS 
library at 611 State Route 97 West in Bellville, Ohio. Bell-
ville is a suburb of Mansfield. 
 As such, we MUST abide by the rules of OGS pertaining 
to the pandemic. 
 
1] ALL compatriots must bring and wear a safe and suitable 
mask. Do not attend if you do not wish to wear a mask. 

2] Social distancing will be enforced. The main conference 
room is large enough to seat all who wish to attend this meet-
ing safety. 

3] Do not bring lunch items to the meeting. Please eat before 
arriving at the library. 
 

 Once again! As guests of OGS, we will abide by their 
rules during our meeting. 

Two Ohioans to serve as general officers 
 
 During the virtual Annual Meeting, held by the General 
Society of the War of 1812 on 20 Jun 2020, Compatriot Rob-
ert Pollock was elected to the position of Deputy President 
General. This is the second highest general officer position in 
the society. Compatriot Eric Johnson was elected for a sec-
ond term as the society’s Registrar General. 
 Due to the cancellation of the 2020 Triennial, election 
ballots were placed in the current issue of the 1812 War Cry. 
The results of this election were read during the virtual Annu-
al Meeting, and they will be posted in the next issue of the 
newsletter. 
 The 2021 Annual Business meeting will be held from 5-7 
August 2021 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Details will be 
printed in a future addition of the newsletter. 
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Meeting Dates for 2020 
 

July 11 —OGS Library, Bellville, OH 
October 17 — MCL Restaurant, Upper Arlington, OH 

 
The July meeting will start at  1 p.m. 

Dates and locations are subject to change 

 

Ohio Genealogical Society Library 
611 State Route 97 West 
Bellville, OH 44813 

OGS’s War of 1812 resources 
 

The Ohio Genealogical Society in Bellville, Ohio has 
copies of the microfilms containing the records of American 
prisoners of war who were held by Great Britain during the 
War of 1812. 

This is a unique set of records that are usually not found 
in American libraries. The eleven microfilms contain copies 
of the British Admiralty's General Entry Books of American 
Prisoners of War which are held at the Public Records Office 
in London. 
 The records are from the following prisoner of war 
camps: Chatham, Dartmoor, Plymouth, Barbados, Bermuda, 
Halifax, Cape of Good Hope, Jamaica, Newfoundland, 
Odiham, and Quebec. They contain information on 28,125 
American soldiers, sailors, marines, privateers, and civilians 
who were held by the British during the war. 
 The General Entry Book records are composed of lines 
for the recording of names of those incarcerated. Columns 
include the prisoner's name, rank and number; by what ship 
(or how taken); date and place taken; date and place taken 
into custody; of what ship or corps; whether man of war, 
privateer or merchant vessel; date of leaving and whether 
exchanged, discharged, died or escaped; and any reentry de-
tails. 
 Some of the ledgers contain additional information on 
each prisoner. These ledgers list the place of birth, age, color 
of hair and eyes, and marks or wounds. 
 The library also has the microfilm copies of the muster 
rolls and payrolls of the troops who participated in the Battle 
of Tippecanoe in November 1811. These rolls are for the 4th 
Regiment of U.S. Infantry, a company of U.S. Riflemen, and 
the militia companies from Kentucky and the Territory of 
Indiana. 
 

Continued on page 3 
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President’s Message                           Richard A. Davis, Ph.D. 
The current year has been a strange one, indeed! Let us 

devoutly hope that there will not be another like it in the life-
time of anyone now living! 

Unless the year becomes positively weird, my term as 
President of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of 
Ohio will come to an end at the (postponed) “Annual Meet-
ing” on 11 July. So, let this “President’s Message” be not 
only a report on the recent accomplishments of the Ohio So-
ciety and its members, but also a summary of the last three 
years. 

First, the upcoming meeting (details of which are given 
elsewhere in this newsletter):  

Vice-President Cox has arranged for what promises to be 
an excellent program. However, a most-important part of the 
meeting will be the election and installation of officers.  

The Nominating Committee (Eric Johnson, James Hou-
ston, and Paul Morehouse, Chairman) have nominated the list 
of candidates given elsewhere in this newsletter. I urge you to 
familiarize yourself with that list, so as to be prepared to vote 
for those compatriots who, in conjunction with the other 
members, will lead the Ohio Society for the upcoming three 
years! 

With respect to the year just ending (actually April 2019 – 
June 2020, what with the postponement of the Annual Meet-
ing): 

The Ohio Society continues to be in good fiscal shape! 
(Thanks, in no small measure to the activities of Acting 
Treasurer Larry W. Collins, who took over, on short notice, 
when long-time Treasurer Richard Juergens suddenly retired 
for medical reasons. Another positive: The fact that both Har-
rison Scott Baker, II, and Eric Johnson have donated the 
books in their series on American prisoners-of-war in the 
War of 1812 to the Ohio Society, which means that all of the 
royalties from these books come to the Society.) 

In spite of the onslaught of the entity dubbed SARS-CoV-
2, we heartily have welcomed three new compatriots into the 
Ohio Society since the 2019 “Annual Meeting”:  Walter 
Douglas Golladay, Mark Allen LaFrance, and Eric Howard 
Templeton, and we have approved a supplemental of Robert 
Dale Reid. Total membership stands at 74, with a number of 
“newbies” up for potential approval at the upcoming meeting. 

That same plague has had a significant negative impact on 
the activities which the Ohio Society has sponsored or partic-
ipated in for the last several months. This is especially sad, in 
the light of all our good efforts since that “Annual Meeting” 
and election of 2017: 

In those three years, the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
State of Ohio has added 16 compatriots, for a total member-
ship in our Roster of 74; that calculates to an increase of 
more than 27% in three years (= over 9% per year, = two new 
members per meeting). 

The Ohio Society had the eight meetings (plus one post-
poned) called for in our by-laws. We have followed through 
on our decision, made in April of last year, to have a pro-
gram / presentation at every meeting, and we have had good 
ones. In order to minimize the amount of meeting-time that 
needs to be devoted to the routine business of the Society, an 
ad hoc “Executive Committee” has been constituted, and it 
seems to be proving worthwhile. We have begun the process 
to include in our activities people who are not descended 
from 1812 veterans. We also are in the process of initiating a 
Color Guard for 1812-related events. 

 

The Ohio Society has made well 
over 40 ROTC awards to highly 
deserving cadets in the last three 
years (not including this year’s 
presentations, the ceremonies for 
which fell victim to the current epi-
demic). Members participated in 
grave-marking events, funerals, 
three annual conferences of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society, three Decora-
tion-Day / Memorial-Day ceremo-
nies, and other events related to his-
tory, genealogy, “lineage societies”, 
or some combination. Thanks to 
Craig Fisher, Immediate Past Presi-
dent, the Ohio Society has a pres-
ence on “The WEB”. 

I encourage you to visit our website to explore details! 
 https://ohiosociety1812.wordpress.com/  

 In closing:  The most rewarding aspect of my three years 
as President of the Ohio Society has been the opportunity to 
work with so many good men, on so many good projects and 
activities:   

Men dedicated to furthering the memory of our ancestors 
who served in the War of 1812;  

Men devoted to sharing the history of that struggle and of 
the parts our ancestors played in it;  

Men clearly working for the good of the Society! 
The editor of this newsletter never would allow me the 

page-space to list names and to detail all the good that the 
officers, committee-chairmen, and so many others have done 
for the cause in the last three-plus years, but my hat, tricorne 
or not, is off to these gentlemen! My profound gratitude to 
them all! 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as President of the 
Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio! 

President Davis 

 OGS’s War of 1812 resources (continued) 
 
 Finally, the library has the microfilm copies of the muster 
rolls and payrolls of the Ohio Militia which were published in 
the Roster of Ohio Soldiers in the War of 1812. The rolls have 
far more details on the men who served from Ohio than what 
was published in the book. 
 
Muster Rolls and Payrolls of Militia and Regular Army Organi-
zations in the Battle of Tippecanoe November 1811, National 
Archives Microfilm Publications, Microcopy Number T-1085, 
The National Archives and Records Administration, Washing-
ton, DC 1969 
 
Soldiers from Ohio, War of 1812, microfilmed by the Genea-
logical Society, Salt Lake City, Utah, Columbus, Ohio, Sep-
tember 1959. 
 
Records relating to American Prisoners of War 1812-1815, 
British Admiralty, Microfilm BRRAM ADM 103 series, reels 1 
through 11, Public Records Office, London, Great Britain. 

https://ohiosociety1812.wordpress.com/


 

 

               Shawn Cox                Robert Pollock 

       Thomas Galloway              Larry Collins 

Slate of officers is ready for Annual Meeting 
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 The Nomination Committee has presented a slate of offic-
ers and committeemen for the 2020-2022 term of the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio. The committee was 
chaired by Paul Morehouse, with James Houston and Eric 
Johnson as committee members. 
 Vice President Shawn Cox headlines the list as the nomi-
nee for president. Robert Pollock has been tapped as the new 
vice president and the Vice President General for Ohio. Act-
ing Secretary Thomas Galloway and Acting Treasurer Larry 
Collins agreed to stay in their current positions as the secre-
tary and treasurer, respectfully. 
 Compatriot Shawn Cox has been nominated to become 
the next president of the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
State of Ohio. Cox is currently serving as the vice president 
and the Vice President General for Ohio. He has also served 
as the Ohio Society’s historian. 
 Cox is an Eagle Scout and a member of the National Ea-
gle Scout Association. Shawn is a Freemason, being a past 
master of Mt. Sterling Lodge No. 269, F&AM.  He is also a 
member of the Valley of Columbus, AASR, a member of 
Xenia Chapter No. 36, RAM, a member of Wright Council 
No. 96, R&SM, and a member of Pioneer Masonic Lodge 
No. 1861. 

Shawn is a past president of the Arthur St. Clair Chapter 
of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) and a past 
president of the Ohio Society SAR. He is a past commander 
of the Department of Ohio of the Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War (SUVCW). He also has membership in several 
other hereditary societies, including the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans; the First Families of Ohio (with pre-statehood pin); 
the Society of Civil War Families of Ohio; the Settlers and 
Builders of Ohio, and the Century Families of Ohio.  He was 
also commissioned a Kentucky Colonel by Kentucky Gover-
nor Paul E. Patton. 

Compatriot Robert Pollock seeks to fill the position of 
vice president of the Ohio Society and he will serve as the 
Vice President General of Ohio. Pollock is a retired colonel 
in the U.S. Air Force with 36 years of military service and 15 
years of civilian service. 

The colonel has been the governor general of the National 
Society Sons of New England; senior vice commander in 
chief of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States (MOLLUS); national trustee of the SAR; and currently 
is the Vice President General of Military Affairs of the Gen-
eral Society of the War of 1812. 

He also has served as the president of the District of Co-
lumbia State Society SAR; president of the District of Co-
lumbia Society of the War of 1812; the ROTC Coordinator of 
the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio; the com-
mander of Ohio MOLLUS, and commander of the Depart-
ment of the Chesapeake SUVCW. 

As the Vice President General of Ohio, Pollock would 
represent the Ohio Society at all meetings and functions of 
the General Society of the War of 1812. 
 Compatriot Thomas Galloway has been nominated for the 
position of secretary in the Ohio Society. He is the past presi-
dent of the West Virginia Society of the SAR. Galloway is 
the president of the General Andrew Lewis Chapter of the 
SAR in Huntington, WV; the commander of the Brooks-
Grant Camp No. 7, SUVCW, Middleport, OH; an aide-de-
camp in the Sons of Confederate Veterans of the Civil War, 
A.G. Jenkins Camp No. 628, Huntington, WV. 
 

 He is a member of the Kanawha Valley Civil War 
Roundtable, Dunbar, WV; a former newspaper publisher; a 
graduate of the West Virginia University School of Journal-
ism; and the owner of the Galloway Insurance Brokerage, 
Huntington, WV. 

Compatriot Larry Collins seeks to fill the position of 
treasurer in the Ohio Society. He is a charter member and 
past commander of the General William H. Lytle Camp, SU-
VCW; a member of the Cincinnati Chapter of the SAR; the 
Civil War Families of Indiana; and the Territorial Guard So-
ciety of Indiana. 

He is retired and had spent a career in executive positions 
in information technology, hospital management, and small 
business management. He was awarded a fellowship in the 
American College of Healthcare Executives, and also a dip-
lomate in healthcare administration in the American College 
of Medical Administrators. 

These four men will be the new backbone of the Ohio 
Society for the next three years.  

The following compatriots also are candidates for elec-
tion: Registrar/Genealogist - Eric E. Johnson; Judge Advo-
cate - Richard C. O. Rezie; Chaplain - Keith D. Ashley; Sur-
geon - David R. Rudy, M.D.; Historian - Richard A. Davis; 
& Marshal - Eric E. Johnson 
  The following compatriots have been nominated for com-
mittee positions within the Ohio Society: Editor of The Lake 
Erie Ledger - Eric E. Johnson; Graves-Registration Officer - 
Robert E. Grim; Immediate Past President - Richard A. Da-
vis; Info Tech Chairman and Webmaster - Craig V. Fisher; 
Color-Guard Chairman - Craig V. Fisher; Coordinator of 
ROTC Awards - Robert D. Pollock; & Chairman of the Au-
dit Committee - James H. Houston. 


