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President’s Message 
Shawn Cox 

 
Compatriots and friends, one of the objectives of the 

General Society of the War of 1812 is “the preservation of 
historical data, including memorials to patriots of [the War of 
1812].” To assist in that objective, I am pleased to share with 
you that Senate Bill 59 was introduced to the 134th Ohio 
General Assembly in February 2021, passing the Ohio Senate 
and Ohio House, and finally being signed into law in Decem-
ber 2021 by Governor Mike DeWine. 

The Bill, designated as the Ohio Veterans’ Heritage Pro-
tection Act, prohibits a war relic that is located on public 
property or on the property of a cemetery association from 
being sold, purchased, destroyed, altered, or otherwise dis-
posed of by any person, except under certain circumstances. 

It also establishes that a violation of this act is a misde-
meanor, and authorizes the court to order offenders to pay 
proceeds from a sale, or fines up to $10,000 assessed by the 
court, to the Ohio History Connection, to be used for the 
preservation of war relics. 

A “war relic” is a cannon or other artillery piece, from the 
era of a war, that was used by forces of the United States; or 
a statue, monument, memorial, or plaque that has been erect-
ed for, or named or dedicated in honor of, an individual’s or 
group of individuals’ service with those forces. 

The time period covered begins with the French and Indi-
an War and continues to the present and any future conflict in 
which the U.S. may be involved. This certainly includes The 
War of 1812! 

This new legislation resulted from an attempt by the Sug-
ar Grove Cemetery Association in Wilmington, Ohio to sell 
two Civil War era cannons in a Grand Army of the Republic 
(GAR) display in the Sugar Grove Cemetery. Past Ohio Soci-
ety Presidents Robert Grim and Richard Davis, also members 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), 
notified the cemetery association that the memorial, being a 
GAR memorial, is now the legal property of the SUVCW, 
the Sons of Union Veterans being the legal heir to the GAR. 

The Ohio Department SUVCW filed a lawsuit to stop the 
sell of the cannons and after a year, an agreement was 
reached by the parties and the Clinton County Common Pleas 
Court declared that the selling or altering of the memorial 
was prohibited without the consent of the Ohio Department, 
SUVCW. 

Kudos to Bob Grim who spearheaded the effort to get this 
Bill introduced and passed. Thanks to Bob and Richard Da-
vis and a few other key members of the Ohio SUVCW, U.S. 
War Memorials in Ohio will now forever be protected by 
law. 

 

Ohio Veterans’ Heritage Protection Act becomes law 

I would also like to remind mem-
bers to please keep their contact infor-
mation, including email addresses, up-
dated with the Ohio Society and the 
General Society, War of 1812. The 
Lake Erie Ledger is distributed by 
email and print, and the General Socie-
ty communicates important announce-
ments also by email, so it is vital that 
both levels of our organizations are 
notified when email addresses are 
changed. Please notify our Treasurer 
Larry Collins and Lake Erie Ledger 
editor Eric Johnson of any changes to 
your email address, home address, or telephone numbers. 

Secretary’s Report 
  Thomas J. Galloway  

The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio met 
at the MCL Restaurant and Bakery in Upper Arlington, Ohio 
on 9 October 2021. Members present were Thomas Gallo-
way, Shawn Cox, Eric Johnson, Robert Pollack, Larry Col-
lins, James Houston, Richard Davis, and Randy Lane. The 
guest was Susan Johnson. 
 President Cox called the meeting to order at 12 noon. 
Vice President Pollock gave the invocation, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Minutes were approved as published in 
the October edition of the Lake Erie Ledger. Pollack made a 
motion to approve the minutes with a second by Collins. 
 Treasurer Collins noted that dues are $27 for 2022. He 
plans to transfer $2,000 from the Society’s banking account 
to a credit union. Collins also noted that the Ohio Society 
medals are available at $30 each plus postage. Davis made a 
motion to approve the treasurer’s report as presented with a 
second by Houston. 
 Pollock commented on the Triennial Meeting held in Au-
gust at Nashville, Tennessee. He attended, along with John-
son and Cox. Pollock said that the gavel made of American 
Chestnut from the War of 1812 blockhouse in Mansfield was 
received with much enthusiasm. The gavel was presented to 
the General Society at the Nashville meeting. 
 The upcoming General Society meetings are set for Phila-
delphia in 2022 and in Toledo in 2023. The Toledo meeting 
will be hosted by the Ohio Society. The committee for the 
2023 event includes Pollack and Johnson. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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 There was further discussion on finding the last surviving 
War of 1812 veteran in each of Ohio’s counties. 
 The 2022 meeting dates were confirmed. The dates are 
April 2, July 9, and October 1. All meetings will be at the 
MCL Restaurant with a starting time of 12 noon.  
 The proposed changes to the Ohio Society’s by-laws were 
discussed. The by-law committee includes Judge Advocate 
Richard Rezie, along with Johnson and Cox. 
 The ROTC awards for 2022 were discussed. Pollack said 
that letters were sent to all 18 ROTC units in Ohio. 
 Colonel Pollack had an excellent presentation entitled 
Unit formation and fielding in Ohio to close the fall meeting. 
The presentation was on how the Ohio Militia raised the 
companies during the War of 1812. 

Secretary’s Report 
  Continued from page 1  

 The Society of the War of 
1812 in the State of Ohio 
membership certificates can 
be purchased through Treas-
urer Larry Collins for $5.00. 
Indicate the names of your 
ancestor or ancestors that 
you wish to place on the cer-
tificate. 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any com-
patriot or library in a PDF format instead of having the 
newsletter mailed as it has been in the past. Contact the 
editor. 
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Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio honored 
the General Society of the War of 1812 with a gavel made 
from American Chestnut wood, which was salvaged during 
the restoration of the last remaining War of 1812 blockhouse 
in Mansfield, Ohio. 

Ohio Society President Shawn Cox presented the gavel to 
President General Tim Mabee during the 166th Annual Meet-
ing held at Franklin, Tennessee in August 2021. 
 This blockhouse, the last remaining of eleven blockhous-
es built in the Mansfield area, was one of two blockhouses 
built on the town square for the protection of the local citi-
zens. It was built by a company of militiamen under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Charles Williams of Coshocton 
County, Ohio. 
 After the War of 1812, the blockhouse was used as the 
first county courthouse, the first county jail, and various other 
purposes (depending on the owner) until the 20th century 
when the blockhouse was used as a headquarters of a local 
Boy Scout troop. 
 It has been rebuilt a number of times, and neglected to the 
point that only six original logs are still in place in the current 
structure. 

Ohio Society presents historic gavel to General Society 

 The last re-
construction oc-
curred before the 
War of 1812 Bi-
centennial when 
pieces of an origi-
nal log was given 
to the Ohio Socie-
ty, and many oth-
er civil and histor-
ical organizations. 
The blockhouse 
had been moved a 
number of times in the past 200 years, and is now displayed 
in South Park in Mansfield. 
 Three gavels were constructed: one for the General So-
ciety; one for the Ohio Society; and one for the National 
Society United States Daughters of 1812’s Ohio state chap-
ter. Witnessing the presentation were Ohio Society’s mem-
bers Deputy President General Rob Pollock and Registrar 
General Eric Johnson. 

 The British infested the State of Ohio three times during 
the War of 1812. The first invasion occurred between 18 
April and 9 May 1813, when they attacked Fort Meigs along 
the Maumee River in northwestern Ohio. This is known as 
the Battle of Fort Meigs or the Siege of Fort Meigs. 
 They failed in their attempt to take this fort, so they re-
turned again in July and met the same fate. After this second 
failure, the British moved on and attacked Fort Stephenson 
on August 2nd, along the Sandusky River. Once again, they 
failed and then they sailed back to Upper Canada, never to 
return. 
 During the first battle, the Americans could see the Brit-
ish gunboats on the Maumee River, but they couldn’t see the 
rest of the invasion fleet which was anchored at an old, aban-
doned British fort, called Fort Miamis, further down the river. 
The British called this river, the Miami River or the Miami of 
the Lake River. Southwestern Ohio has the Big Miami River 
and the Little Miami River, neither of these two rivers con-
nects to the one in the north. 
 The Embarkation Return of the Western Army of British 
Brigadier General Henry Proctor lists the vessels and the reg-
iments of the invasion force on 23 April 1813. The lake ves-
sels were the Lady Prevost, General Hunter, Chippewa, 
Mary, Nancy, Miamis, Eliza, and the Colonel Myers. 
Batteaux are listed also, but the exact number was not given. 
These were large rowboats, which could hold 40 to 50 troops 
and their equipment. 
 Students of the War of 1812 are familiar with the Lady 
Prevost, the General Hunter, and the Chippewa. All three of 
these vessels were captured by Master Commandant Oliver 
Hazard Perry during the Battle of Lake Erie on 10 September 
1813, and incorporated into the American naval squadron. 
 

The Mary, the Nancy, and the Miami were cargo schoon-
ers being used as troop transports. The Mary was captured by 
the British at Mackinac Island at the start of the war. The 
Nancy was a resupply vessel for the Canadian Provincial 
Marine. The Miamis was previously the Cuyahoga Packet, 
and it too was captured as the beginning of the war. It was a 
resupply vessel for the British Indian Department. The Eliza 
and the Colonel Myers were British gunboats. 
 The Miamis, the Mary, the Eliza, and the Colonel Myers 
were destroyed by the British on the Thames River on 4 Oc-
tober 1813 to prevent their capture by Major General William 
Henry Harrison’s Army of the Northwest before the Battle of 
the Thames River. 
 General Proctor’s troops included men from the Royal 
Artillery, 10th Royal Veteran Battalion, 41st Regiment of 
Foot, Royal Newfoundland Regiment, and the Canadian Mi-
litia. The total number of soldiers were 950, plus 1,200 Na-
tive Americans under Tecumseh. The second page of the 
Return lists the British causalities. They were 14 men killed, 
47 wounded, and 41 men became prisoners of war. 
 It is assumed that the same lake vessels were used during 
the second and third invasion attempts. Returns for these ex-
peditions probably have survived. 
 
 
Historical Collections, Connections and Researches made by 
the Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, volume XV, 
(Lansing, MI: Darius D. Thorp, State Printer 1889), Cam-
paign of 1813, pp. 276-277, Embarkation Return of the West-
ern Army, Commanded by Brig. General Proctor on an Expe-
dition to the Miamies. 

British forces at the Siege of Fort Meigs 
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If you have a U.S. Army officer sitting in your family tree 
prior to 1904, then you need to consult Francis B. Heitman’s 
Historical Register of the Officers of the Continental Army 
During the War of the Revolution, April 1775 to December 
1783 or Historical Register and Dictionary of the United 
States Army From Its Organization September 29, 1789 to 
March 2, 1903. Your early ancestor may be in both works. 

These books are the single greatest source of short biog-
raphies of the men who were officers in the U.S. Army. From 
these volumes, you can then branch out to other sources and 
focus on material pertaining to your ancestor. Heitman also 
covers the military records of the presidents, cabinet officers, 
officers of the regular and volunteer forces, chronological and 
alphabetical lists of campaigns, battles, actions, combats, and 
skirmishes of the U.S. Army. 
 Francis Bernard Heitman was born on 10 April 1838 in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and he died on 6 March 1926 in the District 
of Columbia. He was buried in the Mount Olivet Cemetery in 
Washington, D.C. He was married and he fathered three chil-
dren. 

Heitman enlisted on 16 Feb 1856 at Newport, Kentucky 
in the U.S. 4th Artillery Regiment, Company M, and he was 
discharged on 16 February 1861 at Fort Randall, Nebraska 
Territory as a private. He re-enlisted on 16 March 1861 at 
New York City in the U.S. 3rd Infantry Regiment, Company 
B. He was wounded during the Battle of Malvern Hill, Vir-
ginia (2 July 1862), and was discharged on 2 January 1863 
for disability at Providence, RI, with the rank of corporal. 
 In January 1863, he enlisted again and served in the Adju-
tant General’s Office (AGO) of the War Department in 
Washington as a clerk, and was discharged on 1 July 1869 
with the rank of sergeant.  

 
 

Do you have an U.S. Army officer sitting in your tree? 

He stayed on with the AGO as 
a civilian, and he eventually be-
came the Chiefship in the AGO. 
He gained the reputation as an 
authority on army affairs, both as 
a military editor and as a histori-
an. 

The Historical Register of the 
Officers of the Continental Army 
During the War of the Revolution, 
April 1775 to December 1783 
was published in 1893 while the 
Historical Register and Diction-
ary of the United States Army 
From Its Organization September 
29, 1789 to March 2, 1903 was 
published 1903. 

Most large genealogical and 
public libraries have copies of Heitman’s books. You can 
also view or download a free copy from the website Internet 
Archive at https://archive.org. This website is a non-profit 
library with millions of free books, movies, software, music, 
websites, and more. You can view and search on-line, or 
download the books as a PDF, full text, Daisy, Kindle, 
EPUB, OCR, and other formats. If your digital memory per-
mits you, these books can be downloaded to your hand-held 
devices. 

Internet Archive also has thousands of family histories, 
county histories, census records, and other genealogical 
goodies to view and download. If you ever wanted to have 
your own genealogical library at your fingertips, then Internet 
Archive is that library. 

Society of the War of 1812 
in the State of Ohio Books 

 

Prisoner of War Series 
 

Harrison Scott Baker II 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Barbados,  
Newfoundland and New Providence During the  

War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Bermuda, Cape of 
Good Hope  and Jamaica During the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Held at Halifax During the 

War of 1812 — Two Volumes 
 

Eric Eugene Johnson 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Quebec During the 
War of 1812: 8 June 1813 – 11 December 1814 

 
American Prisoners of War held in Montreal and  

Quebec During the War of 1812 
 

 
American Prisoners of War Paroled at Dartmouth, Halifax, 

Jamaica and Odiham during the War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War held at Dartmoor during the 

War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Plymouth During the 
War of 1812 

 
American Prisoners of War Held at Portsmouth, Staple-

ton, Gibraltar, and Malta during the War of 1812 
 

American Prisoners of War Held at Chatham during the 
War of 1812 

 
 Both Baker and Johnson have donated their books to 
the Ohio Society which means that all of the royalties 
from these books belong to the Ohio Society. These 
books can be ordered from Heritage Books, Inc. 
 

(http://www.heritagebooks.com) 
 

http://www.heritagebooks.com/

