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Paul Morehouse earns Ohio Society’s highest award 
Compatriot Elnathan Paul Morehouse, Junior, was award-

ed the Distinguished Service Award during the April 2nd An-
nual Meeting of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of 
Ohio. This is the second presentation of this award by the 
Ohio Society since the society was re-established in 1988. 

Morehouse has served both the Ohio Society and the Gen-
eral Society of the War of 1812 in an outstanding matter, 
which has brought great recognition to both organizations. He 
joined the Ohio Society shortly after its reorganization, and 
he worked his way up the chain of responsibilities when he 
served as president between 1996 and 1999. 

Paul also served as the secretary-treasurer (2005-2011), 
registrar-genealogist (2011-2017), and twice as the Lake Erie 
Ledger’s editor between 1988 and 2006, and again between 
2010 and 2013. 

He organized two Ohio Society’s grave markings. The 
first ceremony was for Private John Linscott, 31 May 2008, 
in Wilding, WV, and the second was for Captain William 
Alban, 12 November 2012, in Stark County, OH. He co-
authored a pamphlet in 2014 entitled Grave Marking Cere-
monies: Planning and Conducting an Event. 
 Morehouse served as the marshal general (1999-2002) for 
the General Society, and then as the secretary general (2005-
2011), the archivist general (2011-2014), and the assistant 
archivist general (2014-2017). 

Archivist General E. Paul Morehouse was presented with 
the General Society of the War of 1812 Certificate of Recog-
nition for maintaining the archives of the General Society.  

For this award, he was 
given the War of 1812 
Bicentennial Medal with 
Silver Oak Leaf during 
the 2015 Triennial in Bal-
timore, MD. 
 Paul also is a dual 
member with the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the 
State of West Virginia. He 
is very active in both the 
National Society of the 
Sons of the American Rev-
olution and the General 
Society of the Mayflower 
Descendants. He was very 
active in the Ohio Genea-
logical Society, where he served two terms of president. 

The Distinguished Service Award is given to a member 
who has served the Ohio Society in an outstanding manner, 
which has resulted in positive recognition for the Ohio Soci-
ety, and furthers the goals of the General Society of the War 
of 1812. This award can be given only once in a three-year 
period. 

The officers and compatriots of the Ohio Society con-
gratulate Morehouse on his dedication to this society and as 
the second recipient of the highest award that can be be-
stowed on a member by this society. 

Society’s Constitution is updated 
 

 The Constitution of the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
State of Ohio was updated during the 2022 Annual Meeting 
for the first time since 2009. 
 Article XV, Section 2, was changed so that Ohio Society 
funds could be deposited into a NCUA insured institution as 
well as FDIC insured institution. This will give the treasurer 
more flexibility in obtaining the best interest rates on our 
funds. 
 Article XV, Section 3, was changed so that a financial 
institution’s signature card only could be signed by the presi-
dent and the treasurer of the Ohio Society. Currently, any 
two members of the Ohio Society could sign these cards. 
This measure simply limits the authorized signatures to these 
two elected officers. 
 Three other changes updated the constitution’s version 
year from 2009 to 2022 within this document. These changes 
were authorized by a vote of the members attending this 
meeting and by e-mail of those officers who could not at-
tend. A copy of the current constitution can be obtained from 
President Shawn Cox. 

Johnson receives the O. H. Perry Award 
 

Compatriot Eric Johnson 
received the Oliver Hazard Per-
ry Award from the Ohio Genea-
logical Society on 30 April 2022 
at the society’s annual meeting, 
which was held at its conference 
in Mason, Ohio, for his book 
Rosters of Ohio Militia in the 
War of 1812. 
 The award is given to the 
best Ohio-related military his-
torical record each year. This is 
the third time that Johnson has 
received this award. He was 
honored in 2012 for his book 
American Prisoners of War 
Held in Quebec During the War of 1812 and again in 2015 
for his book Ohio’s Black Solders Who Served in the Civil 
War. 
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Society of the War of 1812 
 in the State of Ohio’s Officers 

Meeting Dates for 2022 
 

April 2  -  July 9  -  October 1 
 

Meetings start at noon 
Dates and locations are subject to change 

Guests and public are welcomed 
 

MCL Restaurant & Bakery 
3154 Kingsdale Center 

Upper Arlington, OH 43221 

 The Lake Erie Ledger can be e-mailed to any com-
patriot or library in a PDF format instead of having the 
newsletter mailed as it has been in the past. Contact the 
editor. 

The Ohio Society’s membership medals can be pur-
chased at each meeting for $30.00 from Treasurer Larry 
Collins.  The medal can also be ordered via the U.S. 
Mail, but postage must be added. Contact the treasurer 
if you wish to order a medal. His contact information is 
located at page 2. 

VP Pollock presents July program 
 
Vice President Robert Pollock will give a lecture during 

the July meeting of the Ohio Society. His talk will explore 
the interactions between Ohio’s Governor Return J. Meigs, 
Jr. and U.S. Army General William Hull during this period of 
time. 

At the beginning of the War of 1812, General Hull set up 
his headquarters and rendezvous point in the new town of 
Urbana, Ohio. It was in Urbana where the U.S. troops and the 
militias of Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky gathered before 
marching north. Governor Meigs and his military lo-
gistic staff moved from Chillicothe to Urbana where they 
organized the supplies for the Army. 
 The meeting will start with a self-hosted lunch. We sug-
gest that members arrive between 11:00 and 11:30 a.m. in 
order to enjoy their lunch prior to the meeting, which will 
begin at 12:15 pm. Our meetings are always open to our 
wives and to the public. 
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Secretary’s Report 
  Thomas J. Galloway  

 
The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio met 

at the MCL Restaurant & Bakery in Upper Arlington, Ohio, 
on 2 April 2022. Members present were Thomas Galloway, 
Mark LaFrance, Shawn Cox, Eric Johnson, Charles Rose, and 
Steven Kelley. 

President Cox called the annual meeting to order at 12 
noon. Introductions were made by current and prospective 
members. 

Minutes were approved as published in the April edition 
of The Lake Erie Ledger. 

Elnathan Paul Morehouse was unanimously selected to 
receive the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio's 
Distinguished Service Award. Morehouse has served both the 
Ohio Society and the General Society of the War of 1812 in 
an outstanding matter, which has brought great recognition to 
both organizations. 

Among Morehouse's many other honors, was being pre-
sented with the General Society of the War of 1812 Certifi-
cate of Recognition for maintaining the archives of the Gen-
eral Society. He was awarded the War of 1812 Bicentennial 
Medal with Silver Oak leaf. President Cox noted this was 
only the second occasion that the DSA had been awarded to 
an Ohio compatriot. 

Applications for three members and two supplementals 
were submitted by Registrar/Genealogist Johnson. The three 
members are Charles Robert Rose of Wilmington, Ohio, Ste-
ven R. Kelley of  Westerville, Ohio,  and Gordon E.  Stokely, 

 

Welcome new members 
 

Charles Robert Rose (235) 
Steven R. Kelley (236) 

Gordon E. Stokely, Jr. (237) 

President’s Message                                    Shawn Cox 
Compatriots and friends, I recently had the honor of being 

invited to participate in a grave marking hosted by the Camp 
Charlotte Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution 
(SAR). The grave marking was held on Saturday, June 4, 
2022 at the Boggs Cemetery near Circleville, Ohio and cele-
brated the service of four Revolutionary War patriots and two 
War of 1812 veterans (Major John Boggs, Jr and Captain 
George Wolfe). Joining me for the ceremony were two mem-
bers of the Society of the War of 1812 in Ohio, Troy Bailey 
and Steve Kelley. 

John Boggs Jr. served as a major in Colonel James Den-
ny’s 1st Regiment of the 2nd Division of Ohio Militia activat-
ed in support of the relief of Fort Meigs during the British 
Army’s Second Siege in July 1813. He served from July 28th 
to September 6th, 1813. 

George Wolfe served as a private in the 3rd Regiment of 
the Ohio Militia from July 3rd, 1812 until Oct. 4th, 1812. He 
later was a captain and commanded his own mounted compa-
ny from Pickaway County in the War of 1812, serving from 
July 26th until August 26th, 1813. 

Grave markings are an excellent way of honoring our 
War of 1812 veterans and recognizing their efforts to pre-
serve our nation in America’s Second War of Independence. 
War of 1812 grave markings are being conducted across our 
country by different state societies and I believe that, with the 
support of our membership, we, too, can host a grave mark-
ing in the future. 

That  would  help  accomplish  the  Society  objectives  of  

caring for our War of 1812 veterans’ graves and the fostering 
of true patriotism and love of country. Won’t you help us 
honor these War of 1812 veterans? 

Jr. of Mason, Ohio. Rose and Kelley were present at the 
meeting. Cox made a motion to accept the applications with 
a second by Johnson. 

Rose is the descendant of Henry Woodhouse, Kelley is 
the descendant of John Kelley, and Stokely is the descendant 
of Isaac Hartsell. 

Galloway made a motion to approve the two supplement 
applications with a second by LaFrance. 

The last War of 1812 veterans in each county was 
brought up by Cox under old business. It was noted that the 
National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 
(NSSAR) and the Society of the War of 1812 in Ohio could 
work together at some grave markings. 

Johnson volunteered to present a ROTC Medal at Kent 
State. 

Upcoming General Society meetings August 4-7, 2022 in 
Philadelphia, and 2023 in Toledo were discussed. 

A motion was made to change the bylaws of the Society 
of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio so that monies could 
be placed in banks and credit unions. It was also noted that 
the two persons authorized to sign on the accounts would be 
the President and Treasurer. Rose made the motion with a 
second by Johnson. 

Kelley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
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 Thomas Jefferson believed that the United States did not 
need a large navy during peacetime, so when he became pres-
ident in 1801, he launched a gunboat building program as a 
cheap defense for our nation. Congress approved the building 
of 278 gunboats before the War of 1812, but only 166 were 
completed. By December 1809, 148 of these vessels were laid 
up or had been dismantled, leaving 18 vessels in commission. 
 Three firms in Ohio were awarded contracts to build sev-
en of these gunboats. These vessels were built between 1805 
and 1808. John Smith of Cincinnati built gunboat numbers 
13, 14, 17, & 18, while Thomas Reagan of Cincinnati built 
gunboat number 24. Ed Tupper and Thomas Vail built gun-
boat numbers 21 and 22 at Marietta, Ohio. 
 Other gunboats were built at Charleston, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), Louisville, Kentucky, and Eddyville, Ken-
tucky. These vessels were 60 feet long by 18 ½ feet wide by 5 
feet deep. They were propelled by oars and they were sloop 
rigged (single mast). They mounted a 24-pound cannon at 
each end of the vessel. 
 By December 1809, there were a total of 22 gunboats at 
New Orleans. Gunboat number 13 had been condemned and 
it was being used as a hulk. Gunboats 14, 17, & 21 were un-
fitted for service, and they were slated to be disposed of in 
1810. Only two  of the seven Ohio built  gunboats would  sur- 
 

James Allen Shough 
 

Compatriot James Allen 
Shough passed away on 14 
Feb 2022 in Columbus, 
Ohio. He is survived by his 
wife Sally and six children: 
Jim (Michele) Shough; 
Jackie (Carl) Garbarino; 
Jeanne (Marty) Majka; Jon 
(Lisa) Shough; Julie 
(Wayne) Thomas; and Jason 
(Katie) Shough. 

Also, by his siblings 
Janice (Charles) Hays and 
Jeff (Sue) Shough; and his 
sisters-in-law Janie Shough, 
Charlene (Paul) Pardi, Pat Pieper S.N.D., and many cousins, 
nieces, and nephews. Jim was preceded in death by his father 
Jack Gordon Shough, his mother Frances Horstmann, and his 
brothers John and Jere. 

Jim was a lifetime member of the Knights of Columbus 
and a disciplined genealogist who spent years tracing the 
family's roots through past generations. In retirement, Jim's 
passion for history and pride in his country led him to join 
the Sons of the American Revolution and the General Society 
of the War of 1812. 

Born on 7 Apr 1938, Jim graduated from Grandview 
Heights High School in 1957. He studied and taught at Co-
lumbus College of Art and Design, and worked for more than 
60 years as an illustrator and commercial artist. He loved 
music, photography, and traveling with his wife and kids. 

Death takes two Ohio Society members 

vive at the start of the War of 1812. 
 In 1813, gunboat number 24 was serving on Lake Pon-
chartrain, Louisiana, while gunboat number 22 was at Mo-
bile, now Alabama. By 18 March 1814, only six gunboats 
were in service at New Orleans, and five would be captured 
by the British during the Battle of Lake Borgne on 14 De-
cember 1814. It appears that gunboats 22 and 24 did not sur-
vive the war. They did not participate in this battle. 
 Other gunboats were built during the War of 1812 on 
Lake Erie, Lake Champlain, Lake Ontario, New York har-
bor, Chesapeake Bay, and a few other places on the east 
coast. The four gunboats were laid down at Erie, Pennsylva-
nia for Perry’s squadron, which had the same dimensions as 
the Jeffersonian gunboats, but they were converted to 
schooners before they were commissioned. The U.S Army 
built three gunboats at what is now Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio for 
Major General William Henry Harrison’s Canadian invasion 
in 1813. These last three gunboats probably had the same 
dimensions as the U.S. Navy’s gunboats. 
 Jefferson’s gunboat policy was a total failure. It was cost-
ly and it did not achieve the purpose that it was intended for. 
Public monies could have been better spent on building frig-
ates and ships-of-the-line. These warships were badly needed 
during the War of 1812. 

Ohio’s Jeffersonian gunboats 

Eric Howard Templeton 
 
Compatriot Eric Howard Templeton 

passed on 23 Nov 2021 in the UH Portage 
Medical Center in Ravenna, Ohio. He was 
born on 30 Sep 1960 in Warren, Ohio, the 
child of Norman D. "Darl" and Martha A. 
"Marty" Brown. 

Eric attended Ohio Northern University 
where he studied history and law. He 
worked in the oil and gas industry for thirty
-five years before retiring in 2015 due to 
health issues. 

Before his death, he had finished years 
of research on the paternal grandmother's ancestry and was 
able to share the completed book with many cousins on that 
side of the family. He also enjoyed being with family and 
friends, cooking, doing yard work and listening to jazz music. 

Eric was a past member of the Ohio Oil and Gas Associa-
tion and he was a current member of the National Society 
Sons of the American Revolution, The General Society of the 
War of 1812, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Bel-
mont County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society, The 
Huguenot Society of America, The Ohio Genealogical Socie-
ty, Noble County Historical Society, The National Packard 
Museum of Warren, Ohio, The Trumbull County Historical 
Society, the Newton Township Cemetery Association and the 
Newton Falls United Methodist Church. 

Survivors include his mother, Marty; his sisters, Darlene 
Hancock of Cortland and Deanna Wadding of Dayton, Penn-
sylvania and his brothers, Bob of Newton Falls and Bill of 
Champion. Also, he leaves his three nieces; one nephew; two 
great nieces and two great nephews. 


